
Whittlesea says no to Blackberry.

Control Blackberry Now
Council’s blackberry education and compliance 
program has commenced and notices will be issued 
over December / January. Support is provided through 
the Whittlesea & Eden Park Blackberry Action Groups. 
Landowners are also encouraged to join the Melbourne 
Water Stream Frontage Program for assistance with 
difficult waterway infestations. For more information, 
email katherine.whittaker@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

The Whittlesea Show is one of the biggest 
Agricultural Shows in Victoria outside of 
the Royal Melbourne Show and with a 
wide array of entertainment and activities 
on offer did not disappoint. Despite 
unfavourable weather conditions on both 
days, the show drew crowds from across 
Australia, resulting in a highly successful 
160th anniversary of the annual show for 
the Whittlesea Agricultural Society.

Featuring a comprehensive program 
of agricultural competitions, the show 
has stayed true to its rural roots. There 
were showing events for horses, cattle, 
poultry, alpacas and sheep as well as the 
traditional woodchopping, crafts, cookery 
and farm and garden produce events. If 

The Whittlesea Agricultural Society 
always welcomes new members and is 
a great way to get involved in your local 
community. Go to www.whittleseashow.
org.au for more information.

you were keen to do a little shopping, there 
were also local trade stall holders and a 
food expo.

The City of Whittlesea is a proud sponsor 
of the show and each year awards the 
City of Whittlesea Perpetual Trophy to 
the entrant with the highest number of 
combined points across sections and 
classes of livestock and farm and garden – 
farm produce.

This year the trophy was awarded to 
local entrants, Judy Clements and 
Gordon Beaton of Cloverly Pastoral who 
commented “We are delighted to be the 
recipients of the 2019 City of Whittlesea 
trophy. The trophy recognises commercial 
farming pursuits across a range of activities 
typical of this district and supports farmers 
in expanding their knowledge and skills. We 
would like to thank the City of Whittlesea for 
their continued interest and support for this 
significant trophy and the Whittlesea Show.”

The Whittlesea Show is run every year on 
the first weekend in November by an active 
and committed group of volunteers - the 
Whittlesea Agricultural Society. 

Rural NewsVO
L 

22
  –

  S
U

M
M

ER
 2

02
0

We made it! 
Whittlesea 
Show 160th 
anniversary

PEST ANIMAL 
MANAGEMENT UPDATE: 

Monitoring for all three target species 
has now been completed by project 
partner Wurundjeri Narrap Rangers. 
Deer management has now finished, 
as the deer retreat into the cooler 
forests over summer. More than 
15 rural properties within the deer 
management area are a part of the 
program which will re-commence 
in May. Fox control is being 
undertaken from February, prioritising 
neighbouring properties within 
the target area. The rabbit control 
program will commence at the end 
of summer, which will include the first 
official release of the RHDK5 virus 
within our municipality. This program 
is funded by the State Government 
and seeks to support and expand 
upon on-going control efforts by 
landowners.

The Whittlesea Pest Animal 
Management (PAM) Program is a 
state government funded initiative.



carved into live trees with chainsaws can 
produce habitat that more closely aligns 
with naturally occurring tree hollows than 
habitat provided by wooden nest boxes or 
log hollows because: 

• Chainsaw hollows more effectively 
mimic the temperature variation of 
naturally occurring tree hollows, 
successfully insulating the hollow from 
the extremes of outside temperatures. 

• Wooden nest boxes are both cooler 
at night and significantly hotter during 
the day than natural hollows due 
to relatively thin walls. This lack of 
insulation could be stressful or even 
fatal for certain species during times of 
extreme temperatures. 

• Log hollows have more temperature 
variation than naturally occurring or 
chainsaw hollows, but less variation 
than wooden nest boxes.

The evidence from this study suggests 
that the trialling of chainsaw hollows for 
projects where the target species are more 
sensitive to temperature extremes should 
be considered by land managers.

It is important to note however that the 
creation of chainsaw hollows requires 
expert advice and they should only be 
carved by a skilled arborist.

The scientific paper is available by 
searching: “Chainsaw carved hollows” at 
www.google.com.

This will incorporate identification of 
the key characteristics of regenerative 
agriculture enterprises in Victoria, the size 
of the sector in both area and economic 
return across Victoria and objective 
assessment of the potential of regenerative 
agriculture for building climate resilience 
and mitigation through soil carbon 
sequestration.

As part of this research, case studies of 
five agribusinesses from various industries 
operating a best practice regenerative 
agriculture enterprise will be generated.

Findings from these case studies 
will be circulated to the community 
post completion to provide ‘real-life’ 
examples of peri-urban and small-scale 
agribusinesses successfully incorporating 
regenerative agriculture concepts into their 
day-to-day operations.

There will be an opportunity for community 
members to provide feedback on what 
they would be interested in learning from 
the findings and the format for circulation. 
These feedback sessions will be held 
over January, February and March 2020. 
If you are interested in attending contact 
Council’s Agribusiness Officer on 9217 
2081 or rikki.keys@whittlesea.vic.gov.au.

Artificial 
hollows –  
making the cut

Climate resilience –  
what does it mean and how do 
we achieve it?

• Chainsaw hollows which are carved 
directly into the trunks and branches of 
live trees, and

• Log hollows which use hollow-bearing 
fallen timber to create nesting hollows.

To successfully provide habitat for native 
fauna, artificial hollows should mimic the 
physical and thermal characteristics of 
natural hollows.

Research undertaken by La Trobe 
University, the University of Melbourne 
and the Arthur Rylah Institute over several 
years concludes that artificial hollows 

To provide guidance and support to our local 
community and those around us, the City of 
Whittlesea has partnered with Deakin University 
to undertake research on regenerative 
agriculture and its potential for enhancing 
climate resilience in the peri-urban space.

Many species of native fauna are dependent 
on tree hollows for nesting and protection 
from predators and the environment. These 
natural hollows can take at least 80 years 
to form. With the ongoing decline in the 
natural occurrence of these hollows due 
to the removal of large old trees and logs 
from the landscape, nature lovers and 
conservationists have for many years been 
installing nest boxes into trees to provide 
alternative habitat for local wildlife. 

A recent fact-finding mission by  the Arthur 
Rylah Institute revealed  tens of thousands 
of nest boxes, primarily wooden boxes, 
have been installed across the state over 
the past decades.

Although wooden nest boxes have been 
by far the most common artificial hollows 
installed over the years, other types of 
artificial hollows have been used more 
recently, which include:

Following the release of the Australian 
Government’s Drought Response, 
Resilience and Preparedness Plan and 
the severity of the recent bushfires in 
NSW and QLD, climate change is at the 
forefront of everyone’s mind.

Focus on conservation

Focus on agriculture

Regenerative agriculture techniques include protection of waterways and paddock rotations.

Chainsaw hollow with faceplate ensuring 
a small opening for a glider.



Wildlife (ATCW) system, and will be 
administered by the Department of Jobs, 
Precincts and Regions.

The Kangaroo Harvesting Program 
differs from the ATCW in that it allows the 
commercial harvesting of kangaroos by 
authorised and trained harvesters. The 
program is guided by DELWP’s Victorian 
Kangaroo Harvest Management Plan and 
enables landowners to engage harvesters 
to control kangaroos on their property. 
According to the plan, all carcasses 
must be removed from the property and 
delivered to a processing centre for pet 
food.

The City of Whittlesea falls within the 
central Victorian harvest zone, with 
harvesting quotas of less than 10% set 
annually in line with current population 
estimates. DELWP uses surveys and 
models to generate population estimates 
for each zone.

For the period 1 October to 31 December 
2019, the total number of kangaroos 
allowable for harvest in the central harvest 
zone was 6,874.

The program will ensure Victoria’s 
kangaroo population is managed in a 
sustainable way, in line with animal welfare 
standards, while helping landowners who 
are having problems with kangaroos.

For more information about the program, 
search Kangaroo Harvesting at  
www.agriculture.vic.gov.au.   

On 1 October 2019 the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning’s 
(DELWP) Kangaroo Pet Food Trial was 
rebranded as the Kangaroo Harvesting 
Program. The new program will operate 
alongside the existing Authority to Control 

Victorian 
Government 
Kangaroo 
Harvesting 
Program

establishing or new plants that aren’t the 
norm for your property

• Treat any observed weeds promptly, 
preferably prior to flowering, as some 
herbicides can take time to work and 
some weeds may still produce seed.

Biosecurity measures should be in place 
year-round as prevention is the best 

form of weed control. Any agricultural 
machinery coming onto your property 
should be inspected for weed seed or 
a declaration provided. When bringing 
livestock onto your property, place them 
in a confined area for 1-2 weeks so any 
weed seeds expelled can be more easily 
controlled within a confined area.

As we enter the hottest and driest period 
of the year, many pastures will be doing it 
tough and it’s a crucial time to be vigilant 
about farm biosecurity. Many farmers 
without hay reserves will be forced to bring 
supplementary feed onto their properties 
for their livestock. This can present an 
increased biosecurity risk to farmers if they 
can’t be confident about where the feed is 
from.

Weed seed is commonly transported in 
hay bales with the seed dropping out when 
the bale is opened. You do not want to 
inadvertently introduce Patterson’s Curse, 
Bathurst Burr or Chilean Needle Grass to 
your property from contaminated hay.

So, what can you do when you have no 
option but to import feed?

• Try to only purchase from reputable 
suppliers or neighbours / landowners 
you trust

• You can request a declaration from the 
vendor that the product is weed free

• Be mindful of where you open hay bales 
and monitor those areas for any weeds 

Hey! What else is in that hay?

Rural News 
survey - what 
we learnt
We thank the respondents to the Rural 
News survey and have drawn out some 
common themes which we can guide 
future publications. This feedback 
is crucial to ensure we continue to 
produce a newsletter that is relevant for 
our rural landowners.

Briefly:

• 90% were either satisfied / very 
satisfied overall with Rural News

• 80% felt it was important that Council 
produces the publication

• 78% prefer to receive it in its current 
format

Many requests were for more frequent 
or in-depth articles which is one of 
the main purposes of our Blog which 
you can subscribe to receive regular 
updates (search: land management 
wordpress).

Contact Mark Williams for any further 
information regarding survey results on 
9217 2471 or mark.williams@whittlesea.
vic.gov.au 

Weeds can easily establish on your property from contaminated hay.



Rabbits and weeds: Landowners 
come together for a great day of learning
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Join WCH for one of their regular 
community meals, join the choir or 
ukulele group, use a computer, do some 
photocopying or send a fax, or even help 
yourself to a free book from their library.  
They are always looking for volunteers and 
the kettle is always on.

Regular events include:
What’s Cooking Thursday Women’s 
Lunch:  The 1st and 3rd Thursday of each 
month (except during school holidays) 
from 12-2pm at the Whittlesea Community 
House, 92A Church Street Whittlesea. Gold 
coin donation

Big Blokes Brunch:  Every Tuesday 
at 11.30am at the Whittlesea Community 
Activity Centre, 57 Laurel Street, 
Whittlesea. Gold coin donation.

The WCH is open 10am-3pm, Monday-
Thursday during term time.  

Find more information at www.wchi.com.
au or call 9716 3361.

Whittlesea Community House (WCH) 
located in Church Street, Whittlesea, is a 
great place to meet someone new, update 
your skills, learn something different or get 
information about your local area.

Whittlesea 
Community 
House

Landcare is 
everywhere!
2019 saw an amazing year for the growth 
of Landcare projects in the community, 
with Whittlesea biodiversity projects 
well represented in the year’s granting 
rounds. There were seven successful 
Junior Landcare grant applicants in the 
municipality, a great achievement, with 
some great biodiversity projects in the 
making at schools and scout groups over 
the coming months.

Local community groups were also 
Landcare winners with grants funding 
awarded to four local groups. Planned 
projects include two community planting 
days scheduled for this coming Autumn, 
one in the Plenty Gorge Park and one in 
the Whittlesea area.

For more details on upcoming Landcare 
and conservation focused community 
group activities contact Jane Juliff on 
0417 127 841 or email at jane.juliff@
whittlesea.vic.gov.au

crowd. Following a wonderful shared lunch, 
attendees headed out into the sunshine for 
an outdoor organic herbicide and spray 
technique demonstration.

Many thanks to all involved in what was 
another successful opportunity to share 
knowledge and learn. Until next time!  

Landowners from across Whittlesea, 
Mitchell and Hume Council rural areas came 
together in November for another engaging 
and interactive Land Management Forum.

Around 50 attendees networked with each 
other, and with support organisations 
including the Serrated Tussock Working 
Party, Victorian Blackberry Taskforce and 
Melbourne Water.

Neil Devanny of the Victorian Rabbit Action 
Network entertained with a light-hearted 
and informative presentation on a real-
life, successful integrated rabbit control 
program operating for over 10 years in his 
region. Cathy Olive of Euroa Arboretum 
touched on the basics of farm planning and 
her key message of ‘slow-down, watch your 
property, see what it does over the seasons 
first’ particularly resonated throughout the 

Neil Devanny presents on the key to rabbit management success.

Landowners enjoy an opportunity to network.


