
Planning continues for on-ground 
works as part of the 3-year Whittlesea 
Pest Animal Management (PAM) 
program. There has been an 
overwhelming response to the 
upcoming rabbit control program 
which means we can now undertake 
detailed monitoring on private 
properties and adjoining roadsides 
prior to seasonal control commencing 
this summer.

Participating landowners are currently 
undertaking and submitting ‘spotlight’ 
survey records of rabbits for their 
properties, while contractors will shortly 
commence mapping warrens across 
the target area. This will result in data 
that contractors can use to determine 
the extent of work required and will 
assist in refining the tender process.

In our autumn edition of Rural News we 
touched on the biology and impacts of the 
European rabbit. Following from this, below 
are five key steps to conducting an effective 
Integrated Rabbit Control Program to best 
practice standards and which will guide the 
summer Pest Animal Management (PAM) 
rabbit program: 
1.	 Work	together	and	monitor
Contact neighbours and coordinate a 
program. This will ensure long-term, 
sustained rabbit control and will assist 
in keeping time and financial investment 
down. Undertake monitoring to assess 
rabbit impacts and population density 
prior to, during, and at the completion of a 
seasonal control program.

off-target species) but has an antidote 
available for domestic animals.

5.	 Warren	and	harbour	destruction
Warren destruction can be undertaken 
by ripping, fumigation, and implosion. 
While costs of warren treatment can vary, 
a control program will be completely 
undermined without the effective 
treatment of all warrens on site. Above-
ground rabbit harbour can be dense, 
low-growing vegetation, logs, rubbish 
piles and woody weeds (Blackberry, 
Gorse). Removing harbour completely 
(no stockpiling) will help reduce rabbit 
survivorship and will compliment other 
control activities. 

For further details visit pestsmart.org.au. 
To join the Whittlesea PAM program, email 
Katherine.whittaker@whittlesea.vic.gov.au.  

2.	 Take	an	integrated	approach
Effective control requires the combined 
use of multiple, approved techniques 
including baiting, biological control, 
warren fumigation, ripping and implosion. 
Supplementary measures can be used 
to support primary measures and include 
exclusion fencing, tree guards, trapping 
(soft foot/leg hold), property hygiene. 
Agriculture Victoria does not support the 
use of dogs, ferreting or LPG devices in 
pest animal control.

3.	 Reduce	rabbit	numbers	in	the	first	
instance	and	operate	seasonally

Conduct your rabbit baiting program 
towards the end of summer, when 
population density is at its lowest. Consider 
further reducing numbers by releasing a 
biological control (virus).

4.	 Baiting	prior	to	warren	treatment
Baiting is the preferred method for reducing 
rabbit numbers prior to implementing other 
control options. There are two chemicals 
registered for rabbit control in Victoria: 
1080 and Pindone. 1080 is a preferred 
option as it is more cost-effective, target 
specific, readily degrades and is extremely 
effective. There is no antidote to 1080 
and thus cannot be used in urban areas. 
Alternatively, Pindone is more expensive, is 
a chronic poison requiring multiple feeds, 
is less selective (greater potential risk to 
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Five steps to 
an effective 
Integrated 
Rabbit 
Control 
Program

We’re	keen	to	survey	our	rural	community	to	gauge	your	interest	in	Rural	
News	and	ensure	its	content	is	providing	relevant	information	to	our	rural	
landowners.	To	go	into	the	draw	to	win	one	of	two	$50	vouchers	at	Westfield	
Plenty	Valley,	please	return	your	completed	survey	in	the	prepaid	envelope	
by	30	August	2019.

Have your say 
on Rural News

Effective	rabbit	control	requires	both	baiting	(left)	and	warren	treatment	(right).

http://www.pestsmart.org.au
mailto:Katherine.whittaker@whittlesea.vic.gov.au


Agricultural landscapes often have 
compacted soils from years of grazing, 
vehicle movement and other land uses. 
Over time a hardened impervious layer, 
called a hardpan, can form. This hardpan 
can make digging holes for revegetation 
labour intensive and restrict growth rates 
of seedlings. A method to overcome this 
is ripping or cultivating when preparing for 
planting. 

Ripping, or cultivation, breaks through the 
hardpan layer allowing aeration and water 
infiltration deep into the soil profile. Ripping 
down anywhere from 40-100cm using a 
ripping tine will provide increased growth 
rates and survival of seedlings and improve 
the quality of the soil.

Ripping is best done when some moisture 
is present in the soil, but not too much, so 
ideally around the autumn break when the 
soil is not too dry or waterlogged.

Ripping for revegetation
Importantly, ripping is not suitable in all 
conditions. Ripping and cultivating in 
shallow dispersive soils, such as those of 
Eden Park / Beveridge, or on ridgelines, 
is strongly advised against as it will cause 
severe erosion problems. In these cases, 
other site preparation methods will need to 
be utilised.

Ripping can be undertaken on slopes 
but should only be done on the contour 
and not down the slope. Ripping down a 
slope will cause erosion. Ripping along the 
contour helps to establish nutrient cycling 
processes through increasing water 
infiltration, as opposed to channelling 
down a slope, and allowing the build-up of 
leaf litter. 

For information on revegetation or to find out 
if permits are required for cultivation on your 
property contact the Land Management & 
Biodiversity Team on 9217 2323.

Focus on conservation

Supporting 
our rural 
landowners

The City of 
Whittlesea offers 
two financial 
incentive programs 
for landowners 
to sustainably 
manage rural land.

The Environmental	
Works	Grant	
Program provides 
a financial incentive 

to protect and improve biodiversity on 
properties greater than two hectares. The 
program can fund projects with a focus on 
revegetation, nest box installation, fencing 
to protect and establish native vegetation 
and for environmental weed control in good 
quality native vegetation. The program is 
open from September to November and 
provides grants of up to $1500.

The Sustainable	Land	Management	
Rebate	Scheme	provides a financial 
incentive to undertake sustainable land 
management actions over a two-year 
period for properties greater than eight 
hectares. Landowners are required to 
undertake weed control and a minimum 
of one approved action, including pest 
animal management, revegetation, 
protection of remnant vegetation or 
waterways or erosion control. The Scheme 
is open July to October and can provide 
up to a 30% rebate off the general rate 
payable on your land.

For further information and guidelines, visit 
Council’s website whittlesea.vic.gov.au 
and search “land management incentives” 
or contact the Land Management & 
Biodiversity Team on 9217 2471 / 2323.
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Fauna Fact

CROW OR RAVEN?  
It’s only a matter of a pinion

Technically	ravens	have	17	primary	
wing	feathers	(pinion	feathers),	
whereas	crows	only	have	16	-	so	the	
difference	between	a	crow	and	a	raven	
is	only	a	matter	of	a	pinion.	Also	there	
aren’t	any	crows	in	Whittlesea,	or	most	
of	Victoria	for	that	matter,	so	those	big	
black	birds	are	all	actually	ravens.

The	two	local	species	are	almost	
identical	in	appearance	with	their	
calls	being	the	key	to	their	identity.	
Australian	ravens	have	the	iconic	
long	drawn	out	wailing	call	“aah-aah-
aaaaahh”,	while	the	little	raven’s	is	a	
harsh,	short,	rapid	“car,	car,	car,	car”.

A	third	species,	the	forest	raven,	is	
restricted	to	the	wetter	forests	along	
Victoria’s	southern	coastline.	The	little	
crow	is	the	only	true	crow	likely	to	be	
seen	in	Victoria	but	is	only	found	in	
the	far	north-west	of	the	state.

Australian	Raven.

Four-year-old	revegetation	along	rip	lines	showing	impressive	growth	rates.

http://www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au


Preventing 
African 
swine fever
Pig owners, campers, hunters and 
people ordering food from overseas 
all have a role to play in keeping 
African Swine Fever (ASF) out of 
Australian pig populations.

ASF is a highly contagious exotic 
disease of pigs, domestic and feral, 
caused by a viral infection. Severe 
forms of the disease can lead to the 
death of up to 100 per cent of a herd. 
Symptoms include fever, blotching 
of the skin, incoordination, diarrhoea 
and pneumonia.

Australia is free of the disease, 
however, evidence of the virus in 
confiscated meat products at the 
national border earlier this year sent a 
warning that it’s not enough to rely on 
biosecurity inspections alone.

Pig owners can help to prevent the 
spread of exotic animal diseases by 
not feeding pigs meat scraps or food 
that has been in contact with meat 
or imported dairy products. Feeding 
these items, also known as swill, is 
illegal.

Campers, hunters and people 
enjoying picnics and the great 
outdoors can help by ensuring all 
food scraps are disposed of carefully, 
preventing their consumption by pigs 
or other animals.

For more information visit Agriculture 
Victoria’s website:  
agriculture.vic.gov.au and search 
“African Swine Fever”

As summer draws to an end, pastures are 
typically brown and grazed short and with the 
autumn break, and the greening of paddocks, 
pasture shortages may appear to be over. 
This season, rain seems to have fallen later 

Whoa! Hold your horses
(and other grazing livestock)

Chickens on 
the move
With increasing demand for more ethical and 
local food sources, low density mobile poultry 
farms are becoming a popular choice for 
landowners. These enterprises can provide 
another source of income that is not harmful 
for the environment and could potentially be 
integrated with other grazing animals.

Under all Victorian Planning Schemes, to be 
considered a Low Density Mobile Outdoor 
Poultry Farm, farming operations must 
have a maximum outdoor stocking density 
of 1,500 birds per hectare (approximately 
1 hen per 6m2), have mobile housing and 
feeding infrastructure that is relocated every 
two weeks. In contrast to this for a farm to 
be considered simply ‘free range’, stocking 

rates can be as high as 10,000 birds per 
hectare (or 1 hen per 1m2).

The State government has developed 
guidelines for applying for a planning permit 
to operate a Low Density Mobile Outdoor 
Poultry Farm. These guidelines provide 
several requirements to ensure that this type 
of farming system is operated in a way that 
minimises impacts on neighbours and the 
environment. This includes requiring buffers, 
and the need for Environmental Management 
Plans and Nutrient Management Plans. 
Due to the nature of these setups, they 
are typically low impact and low odour 
operations.

If you are thinking about a new farming 
enterprise or simply want more information on 
the rules and regulations that apply head to 
the Agriculture Victoria website  
agriculture.vic.gov.au and search for “low 
density mobile outdoor poultry farm”.

and with the arriving cold weather, plants will 
be growing more slowly. 

Additionally, short grass (less than 5cm) 
grows more slowly because there is less 
leaf area for photosynthesis and shallower 

roots. Ideally grazing should 
only occur when grasses 
are between 5-20cm. 
Grazing short grasses can 
be a downward spiral if the 
grass never has a chance 
to recover and elongate, in 
which case you may find 
yourself entering the next 
dry spell with short grass 
and bare ground that is 
susceptible to weed invasion.

If you can afford to 
supplementary feed a little 
longer, it might save money 
next season and reduce time 
spent controlling weeds.
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Moving	to	greener	pastures.

Focus on agriculture

Being	aware	of	the	three	stages	of	grass	growth	will	help	you	
to	manage	your	pasture	more	efficientlty.

Vegetative stage
(less than 5cm)

Elongation stage
(5 - 20cm)
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Reproductive stage
(more than 20cm)

http://agriculture.vic.gov.au
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au


On Saturday 18 May, Whittlesea Landcare 
provided a practical workshop for horse 
owners and land managers presented by 
Annemaree Docking of Plan-it Rural.

Learnings from our Equine 
Landcare Workshop

soil permeability and organic matter 
increases water holding capacity. 
Plants provide shade, wind protection, 
biodiversity and habitat.

Grazing	animals- if well managed, grazing 
animals can be a part of the solution and 
actually build soil and sequester carbon. 
The aim is to mimic nature and migratory 
animals- move your animals in mobs and 
move regularly. Diverse pastures and good 
soils lead to better carbon, economic and 
animal health outcomes. 

Whittlesea Landcare is committed to 
protecting our land and our environment 
for future generations in a sustainable 
manner. 

If you are interested in 
accessing workshops 
like this you can join 
Whittlesea Landcare 
whittlesealandcare@
gmail.com or  
0417 127 841.

The workshop showcased a very common-
sense approach to land care that is 
both practical and focused on long-
term, achievable results. The workshop 
explored management strategies that aim 
to adapt to a changing climate while also 
contributing to the solution. A few of the 
key learnings included:

Soils	and	pasture- how well-planned or 
flexible fencing can assist with managing 
the different areas and conditions on a 
property, reducing the need for inputs 
and protecting the soil biology. Resting 
pastures is vital, but it only counts when 
water is involved- no rain means it’s 
dormant and not recovering.

Trees	and	shrubs- paddock trees and 
shelter belts are important. Vegetation 
slows down water, root systems increase 

and anticipate the market will continue to 
grow and showcase high quality, diverse 
goods from our very own community. 

The City of Whittlesea will continue to run 
the market on the third Saturday of  every 
month. An Expression of Interest has 
been released (search Farmers Market at 
whittlesea.vic.gov.au) which is calling for 
an interested local not-for-profit group to 
take on the ongoing market management 
and continue its success. 

Any interested groups are welcome to 
contact Council’s Economic Development 
team on 9217 2367 or email business@
whittlesea.vic.gov.au

South Morang 
Market: grand 
opening
On Saturday 18 May, the South Morang 
Farmers & Makers Market launched with 
48 eager stallholders selling their wares. 
The inaugural market was a resounding 
success, with the majority of the 
approximately 3,000 visitors being locals 
from the surrounding growth suburbs. 

A few well-known local businesses had 
come along, including Just Picked Berries 
& Fruits, Top Hundred Acres, Turners 
Bakehouse and Balashi Nursery. The 
market also hosted a contingent of smaller 
start-ups selling a variety of art, crafts, hot 
food, condiments and baked goods.

Following the success of the first market, 
we have received dozens of applications, 
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Help shape 
our water 
future
Everywhere we look, we see the value of 
water resources where we live, work and 
play. Whether it is farmers needing rain 
for crops or local creeks and dams drying 
up during droughts, water is part of our 
everyday. 

The City of Whittlesea is inviting our 
community to help us shape our water 
future by contributing to the development 
of an Integrated Water Management 
Strategy and Action Plan. 

The strategy and plan will guide the 
design of our neighbourhoods, inform 
our planning decisions and improve our 
water management assets and practices. 
They will also build on what the community 
has already told us they value during the 
development of Whittlesea 2040, and 
ensure our approach to managing water 
delivers the things you care about the most. 

Community is a key contributor to the 
strategy and plan and we invite you to 
participate by completing a short online 
survey (visit whittlesea.vic.gov.au/
haveyoursay). Participants can win one of 
five $100 Coles vouchers by completing 
the survey by 19 August 2019. Please 
contact Sustainability Planning on 9217 
2001 for more information.

mailto:whittlesealandcare@gmail.com
mailto:whittlesealandcare@gmail.com
mailto:sustainability@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
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