
Fauna Fact

AUSTRALIAN OWLET NIGHTJAR

The Australian Owlet Nightjar is one of 
the most widespread nocturnal birds 
in Australia. It is a medium sized bird 
about 20-24cm tall. It hunts at night on a 
variety of insects and builds a nest in a 
tree or rock crevice. They breed between 
August and December and generally lay 
three eggs. The eggs are incubated by 
both the male and female bird.

Because these birds are active at night 
they are not commonly seen, but can 
be observed on occasion when they 
sun themselves at the entrance of their 
hollow or as they prepare to take flight at 
night.

Seen an Owlet Nightjar? Upload your 
sightings to www.natureshare.org.au

For more information head to our blog 
and look for the post from 3 December 
2018.

landmanagementweb.wordpress.com
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Owlet Nightjar sunning itself. 

Ladies tea party at Yan Yean Reservoir, early 1900s.
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Natural Recovery
Ten years ago when the bushfires burnt 
through Humevale and Kinglake West the 
landscape was left blackened for some 
months. In some places in the months 
following the fires, bright orange fungi 
covered the bare ground. Slowly, green 
shoots appeared on the sides of trees 
and young seedlings emerged. Paddocks 
gradually regained some cover, even if only 
opportunistic weed species.

The effects of heavy rain and floods in the 
next couple of seasons were exacerbated 
because there was not a lot of vegetation to 
intercept, slow down and soak up the run off. 
Consequently, gullies were deepened and 
sediment was dumped further downstream, 
sometimes in paddocks and farm dams.

Often, the vegetation recovered strongly 
in the protected gullies or the south side 
of hills to the point where it was impossible 
to push your way through. In other areas, 
typically north-west facing slopes, recovery 
has been much slower and less consistent.

As the understorey became thicker, 
it provided habitat for small birds and 
mammals. In 2012, a survey by a group 

of volunteer scientists from the Mammal 
Survey Group of Victoria found Bush Rats 
and two species of Antechinus in nest boxes 
installed after the fires to provide homes for 
Brush-tailed Phascogales, Sugar Gliders and 
Antechinus.

Humevale Resident Diane says “We were 
delighted to hear of the return of a few small 
marsupials in the Toorourrong area after 
wondering if their habitat had been too 
damaged for them to survive.”

Prolific regrowth of Acacias and Eucalypts 
was a noticeable stage in the recovery and 
some areas are still very thick whereas 
other areas have started to thin out and are 
beginning to resemble the vegetation from 
before the fires. Some species, such as the 
Acacias, germinate en-masse after a fire 
event, growing quickly and altering the soil 
conditions making it more favourable for 
other species. This provides valuable habitat 
for insects which in turn provides food for 
birds, bats, lizards and small mammals. 
Numbers of Acacias will reduce as Eucalypts 
again dominate the canopy of the forest.

Continued on page 4.

Table of Plenty
Nourish your soul and partake in an unmissable long lunch on March 29 at 
Toorourrong Reservoir showcasing seasonal produce from our growers and 
producers. Join in the celebration of the Plenty Valley, its heritage, environment 
and food in this unique location at the base of the Great Dividing Range. Cost is 
$65 with bookings essential at FoToorourrong@gmail.com or 0427 510 092.

Natural regeneration of the bush in Humevale.



New planning reforms for 
animal industries

global demand for our food and fibre 
products has meant we need to alter the 
way farms look and operate in Victoria’s 
landscape. 

For further information on the reforms 
and land use planning permit guidelines, 
visit the Agriculture Victoria 2018 
planning reforms website agriculture.
vic.gov.au/agriculture/livestock/2018-
planning-reform# 

If you require assistance in preparing 
an application for a land use planning 
permit contact our Building and Planning 
Department on 9217 2170.

Capeweed
The invasive plant capeweed, with its 
distinctive yellow flowers that have an 
almost black centre, will often dominate 
paddocks that have little competition and 
lots of bare ground. Capeweed is one 
of the first plants to germinate with the 
autumn rains and flowers in late spring. 
It dies off in early summer, leaving bare 
ground which is vulnerable to erosion 
from the wind and rain. When a pasture 
is dominated by capeweed, it becomes 
unproductive and stock is forced to eat 
capeweed rather than native or improved 
pasture grasses.

An important part of capeweed management 
is to have an integrated approach that does 
not rely on one method of control alone. 
Control methods include physical removal 
when infestations are small, cultivation, 
sustainable grazing management and 
chemical control. Don’t just rely on one 
attempt at control, follow up is essential. 

Another way to prevent capeweed from 
establishing is to have good weed hygiene 
practices. Like most weeds, capeweed 
can be spread through the landscape 
via machinery, equipment, vehicles and 
supplementary feed. Ensure that any Severe capeweed infestation. 

Biodiversity 
Strategy and 
Action Plan
In last summer’s edition of Rural News we 
informed you that Council was starting to 
prepare a Biodiversity Strategy and Action 
Plan and asked people who wanted to be 
involved to get in contact. Thank you to 
the people who took the time to share their 
thoughts about the issue and help shape 
our Strategy.

Valued natural landscapes and biodiversity 
is a key direction in the Whittlesea 2040 
Vision and the Biodiversity Strategy and 
Action Plan seeks to achieve this.

To achieve the overarching goal to Protect 
and Improve Local Biodiversity, six broad 
objectives have been identified:

1. Improve our knowledge and
understanding of local biodiversity

2. Manage Council land to reduce threats
and improve habitat quality

3. Support rural landowners to protect and
improve biodiversity on private land

4. Encourage awareness and participation
in urban biodiversity and improvement

5. Strengthen the Planning Scheme to
achieve better biodiversity outcomes

6. Collaborate with other land management
agencies

Under each of the objectives is a number 
of actions designed to protect and improve 
local biodiversity. Some actions will only 
be possible through landowners such as 
yourselves proactively protecting the values 
on your private property above the minimum 
required by law. 

Importantly, biodiversity cannot be managed 
by individual landowners or government 
agencies in isolation. Collaboration will be 
essential to make a meaningful difference to 
biodiversity within the City of Whittlesea and 
beyond.

The Strategy and Action Plan will be 
available on Council’s website in April-May 
and updates will be provided on the Land 
Management blog (landmanagementweb.
wordpress.com/). 

Your input and feedback will be the key to its 
success.

If you own or are considering purchasing 
or establishing a farm where animals 
are kept or bred for the production 
of livestock, eggs, fibre, meat, milk 
or other animal products, the new 
statewide planning reforms for animal  
industries may affect you. In September 
2018, the recommendations of the 
Victorian Government’s Planning for 
Sustainable Animal Industries report were 
implemented. As a result changes have 
now been made to the Victorian Planning 
Provisions and all planning schemes, 
including the Whittlesea Planning Scheme. 

The changes included introducing new 
definitions and controls for grazing animal 
production, intensive animal production, 
pig and poultry farms, and poultry 
hatcheries and include  the removal of 
the Piggeries Code of Practice 1992, and 
amending the Victorian Code for Broiler 
Farms 2009 to include free-range broiler 
farms.

The updated planning regulations aim to 
keep pace with recent changes in animal 
industries. New technologies, changing 
consumer preferences and growing New definitions for grazing animal 

production may affect you.

hay or feed imported to your property 
is free from weeds. Feeding in specific 
locations will allow for easier monitoring 
of capeweed or any new plants that may 
appear. 

Grazing management should aim to 
maintain a continuous pasture to provide 
competition. Grazing during winter and 
spring can help control capeweed as 
stock find capeweed more palatable in the 
early stages of growth. Grazing should be 
avoided towards the end of the plant’s life 
cycle due to the increased risk of nitrate 
poisoning. It is important to maintain 
groundcover in late summer and throughout 
autumn as bare patches of soil are ideal 
conditions for capeweed to invade.



Focus on agricultureHave you 
considered 
Aquaponics?
Nestled in the foothills north of Whittlesea 
is Clive and Lesley’s 12 hectare farm, 
purchased with the long-term goal 
of becoming as self-sufficient and 
sustainable as possible. A lofty goal like 
this does not just happen, the landowners 
attended many courses on different topics 
such as aquaponics, vegetable growing, 
land management and permaculture.  

Realising that no single approach or 
philosophy suited their personality and 
vision, Clive and Lesley have taken what 
they consider to be the most suitable 
parts from each and set up a farming 
system that now includes chickens, fish, 
vegetables, cattle and sheep and if all 
goes to plan there will be food to spare 
for the extended family. The farm also 
operates with off-the-grid solar.

Fish are grown in an aquaponic setup, 
which involves vegetables being fed with 

water containing nutrient rich fish waste 
and in turn the water is filtered by the 
plants and returned to the fish ponds. 
Aquaponics uses approximately 10% of 
the water used in normal gardening and 
has far better growth rate per square 
metre.

Clive and Lesley are now looking 
at supporting and educating other 

landowners interested in setting up similar 
farming systems.

“Building a sustainable farm, enjoying 
the animals and growing food is a great 
retirement plan. It’s challenging but fun, 
exciting and relaxing too. We have recently 
joined Whittlesea Landcare which has helped 
us learn more and allowed us to share some 
of our knowledge” Clive and Lesley Denholm.

and control undertaken) and also view 
data submitted by others. Collecting this 
information is essential for planning control 
options and measuring the success of the 
program on your property.

To register your interest in this exciting 
project, email: Jane.Juliff@whittlesea.vic.
gov.au or Katherine.Whittaker@whittlesea.
vic.gov.au or call 9217 2147.

Council is supporting rural landowners 
by rolling out a 3-year pest animal 
management program, funded with the 
support of the Victorian Government. 

You may have seen the initial funding 
announcement in the last edition of 
Rural News. Since then, Council’s Land 
Management & Biodiversity Team has 
been busy planning for the roll-out of the 
program in the first half of 2019.

Council held a workshop with Rangers 
from Kinglake National Park, Melbourne 
Water and Forest Fire Management staff 
from Mount Disappointment to hear about 
their pest animal management programs 
and to discuss how their works might 
support and align along the boundary with 
private properties.

On Wednesday 5 December, the Team 
hosted a community drop-in session in 
Church St, Whittlesea, which was great 
fun. Many rural landowners turned up to 

discuss what was happening in their 
area, and where they could use more 
assistance. Landowners want to take 
action on rabbits and foxes and were 
particularly interested to learn of the 
increasing deer population in the north 
east of the municipality and in the Eden 
Park area. Some residents are keen 
to start monitoring pest animals on 
their property using FeralScan (www.
feralscan.org.au) in readiness for the 
commencement of on-ground control 
works. FeralScan enables users to record 
data (animal numbers, warrens, dens, 
damage, spotlight data, tracks, traces 

Jane Juliff (Landcare Facilitator) with residents at the Pest Animal Management Drop-in Day.

Focus on conservationPest Animal 
Management 
Program
REGISTER YOUR 
INTEREST NOW

Productive in retirement.



February 7 was the 10th anniversary of the 2009 Bushfires that affected much of the northern part of 
our municipality and many surrounding areas, and had a devastating effect on local communities. 

Many lives, homes, pets and livestock were lost, private properties damaged and public land 
impacted. While we have many new residents who have joined our community in the past decade, 
for those that experienced this natural disaster the journey of recovery continues.

Residents can take the time to reflect at two permanent bushfire memorials:

Whittlesea: Toorourrong Reservoir Park, 120 Jacks Creek Road.
Kinglake West: Corner of Coombs, Humevale and Yea Roads.

*Anyone experiencing problems or changes in behaviour should contact their doctor, mental health 
professional, or Lifeline on 13 11 14 for help and support.

Remembering...10 years on

We returned to our property a 
few days after the fires went 
through and it felt like we were 
on the moon. There were no 

sounds, no leaves rustling on the 
blackened trees, no echoes, no 
animals, no birdsong nor any insects. 
Then the rains came and turned all of 
the soot into black sludge.

Day by day we could see the world 
coming back to life, firstly the 
epicormic growth on the trees excited 
us with pale green and pinkish 
coloured leaves. Sadly, we were 
even excited to see the bright green 
colour of Oxalis coming through. 
We didn’t want to remove it as it had 
been depressingly black and grey for 
months and this was another sign of 
recovery.

In time we stayed outside long after 
dark listening to the first sounds 
of some nocturnal animals and 
microbats returning. The Toorourrong 
Reservoir had been decimated to the 
point it was closed to the public for a 
very long time, and then we heard of 
the return of a few small marsupials 
and were delighted in particular to 
hear of the little Phascogales being 
sighted in the Toorourrong area.

I wondered if their habitat had been 
too damaged for them to survive as 
they breed and shelter in tree hollows, 
would there be anything for them to 
eat? However the insects, spiders 
and centipedes that they catch in 
bark, dead trees and leaf litter had 
miraculously survived, perhaps many 
metres underground so it seems there 
was indeed something for them to 
feast on.

I’ll never again underestimate 
the wonders of Nature.

(Diane Fox, 2019)

It is ten years since the Black 
Saturday fires, our place was 
devastated as were many 
others. The eeriness of walking 

through the destroyed bush in silence 
was haunting, not even the wind 
could be heard, there were no leaves 
to rustle, just small dust willy willies.

The fauna has now re-established 
although in different ratios to pre 
fire, the bird life is now prolific and 
species that were once rare are now 
common - Yellow and Red-tailed 
Cockatoos, Gang Gangs, Galahs, a 
multitude of parrot breeds, kestrels, 
wrens, finches and multiples of 

others breeds. But gone are the 
platypus, there’s fewer wombats and 
echidnas seem fewer in number.

All of which shows us that all of the 
species are opportunists and have 
exploited the new environment and 
the cycle of drought, fire and flood 
provides the spur to breed and 
diversify as conditions allow.

It has been a delight to watch the 
positive flow albeit slowly compared 
to the negative of a 24 hour 
disaster.

(Rob Hyndman 2019)
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