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Last month saw one of Whittlesea’s first 
confirmed Queensland Fruit Fly (QFF) 
(Bactrocera tryoni) incursions. The region 
has traditionally been free of QFF, despite 
increased pressure from the north of the 
state and the warmer Australian east coast 
regions. A Mill Park resident reported the 
backyard garden incursion to Council 
and the Queensland Fruit Fly Regional 
Coordinator Yarra Valley, Brownyn Koll.

Queensland Fruit Fly found in Whittlesea
QFF is a significant threat to Whittlesea’s 
backyard gardens and commercial 
horticultural industry. QFF can infest nearly 
all fruit and fruiting vegetables including 
tomatoes, capsicums and zucchinis. 
QFF has serious ramifications for local 
producers, putting them at risk of having 
fruit damaged, increasing chemical use 
for control and potential loss of export 
markets. Numerous Yarra Valley growers 
were affected by QFF this past season, with 
businesses in affected areas losing their 
accreditation to trade with QFF-free areas 
such as Western Australia and Tasmania.

How does QFF destroy fruit?
Female QFF adults lay eggs in maturing 
and ripe fruit. The larvae or maggots hatch 
and the fruit is destroyed by the feeding 
maggots and by the associated fruit decay.

What do QFF look like?
QFF adults are about 
5-8mm long with reddish 
eyes. They are generally 
red-brown in colour with 
yellow markings.

Eradication of the QFF and 
early action is the best 
outcome for the region. If 

you suspect QFF is infecting your fruit trees 
or fruiting vegetables, there are a number of 
control strategies available including:

• the application of protein bait to attract 
and kill female fruit flies;

• the use of fruit fly traps to allow monitoring 
of male fruit fly levels; 

• the use of Male Annihilation Technique 
(MAT) cups to attract and kill male fruit 
flies; 

• the release of Sterile Insect Technology 
(SIT) to create infertile eggs and reduce 
the population;

• the use of orchard management 
practices to discourage fruit fly breeding 
opportunities and proper disposal of 
infested fruit.

For more detailed information about QFF and 
the various control strategies, check out the 
Victorian Government’s QFF website: 
agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/pests-
diseases-and-weeds/pest-insects-and-
mites/queensland-fruit-fly

All QFF incursions should be reported 
to the City of Whittlesea’s Agribusiness 
Officer, Annemaree Docking (Annemaree.
Docking@whittlesea.vic.gov.au)  
and the Queensland Fruit Fly Regional 
Coordinator Yarra Valley, Brownyn Koll  
(qff@agribusiness-yarravalley.com)

While you’re out managing thistles this winter, 
it’s the perfect time to also treat Paterson’s 
Curse. Individual plants can be manually 
removed along with the entire tap root. For 
larger infestations, consider an appropriate 
broadleaf herbicide. As always, practice good 
farm hygiene by ensuring only declared weed 
seed-free hay is brought onto and moved 
around within your property.

Seasonal weed control: Paterson’s Curse

Four-spotted Cup Moth larvae skeletonise 
Red Gum leaves.
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Fauna Fact

FOUR-SPOTTED CUP MOTH

Doratifera quadriguttata

Four-spotted Cup Moth larvae have 
been identified in the municipality. 
While this native species is not usually 
a concern, a population surge is leaving 
some of our Red Gum trees in poor 
health.
The larvae of this moth eat and 
skeletonise Red Gum leaves and 
complete two life-cycles per year. 
Repeated attacks can cause long-term 
damage to trees that may already be 
experiencing stress from other factors.
Protecting and enhancing habitat for 
native predators, birds, lizards, spiders as 
well as pathogens are key to keeping Cup 
Moth numbers in check. If you’d like more 
information on habitat enhancement 
or you’d like to report a suspected Cup 
Moth infestation, contact the Land 
Management Team on 9217 2323.

Actual size.

Queensland Fruit Fly larvae and sting marks.
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CLIMATE CHANGE CHALLENGE FOUR

Energy management on farms

A time to 
celebrate 
success and 
plan for the 
future

When you ask people about carbon 
emissions and where they come from, 
most minds go to burning fuel for transport 
and coal for electricity. And rightly so – 
electricity is the largest contributor to our 
National Carbon Inventory at 34% and 
transport contributes 17%. Combined, 
they account for over 50% of our national 
greenhouse budget.

When designing your farm and home, it 
is important to keep in mind the financial 
costs associated with carbon use. If you 
don’t, you may end up heavily reliant on 
fossil fuels which are both financially and 
environmentally expensive.

Important things to consider are 
• property workflows, 
• energy consumption and source, 
• equipment, 
• passive design of dwellings and 

outbuildings.

We put property workflows first because 
ultimately, if we can avoid using energy in 
the first place, then we should. Rob Fenton 
of the National Environment Centre and 
force behind Green Gate Organic Farm 
describes energy via a star rating. 
• One star – Industrial energy – electricity, 

diesel, etc.

• Three star – Cultural energy – your sweat 
and hard work

• Five star – Ecosystem energy - good 
design that creates an integrated 
‘ecosystem’ reducing the energy input 
required to get the job done.

It does sound too good to be true, doesn’t 
it? Good design doing the work for you! But 
it can be achieved with some good ideas 
and thinking a little differently.

Let’s take a simple example. In an earlier 
article in this series we discussed the 
benefits for land management by creating 
a central point system. In this system 
horses come back to a central yard close 
to the house and work area, and rotational 
paddocks are opened for grazing off 
this central point with the horses taking 
themselves in and out as they wish. This 
not only reduces wear and tear on your 
paddocks, but, when you want to go for a 
ride, instead of traipsing to the paddock 
using your three star energy, your horse 
is close by in the yard, hoping you have a 
carrot for him. When it’s feed time, instead 
of loading up a four wheel bike or ute and 
driving around to all the paddocks using 
both one star and three star energy, you 
would conserve both by having the horses 
close to the feed storage.  

One star energy sources are also important. 
Renewables are always preferable to 
traditional energy sources, such as fossil 
fuels. We live in an amazing time of innovation 
and readily available and affordable 
renewable energy resources. If you are 
setting up a new property, you may find that 
it is cheaper to set up an off-grid system with 
solar, wind and batteries, and, although there 
are maintenance costs, there is no ongoing 
quarterly bill to worry about. 

The energy source decision may also 
influence your equipment choice. Fossil fuels 

The Agribusiness Program is a unique 
and innovative pilot program instigated 
by the City of Whittlesea. As part of 
the Economic Development team, the 
Agribusiness Officer works to implement 
the Rural Productivity actions of the Green 
Wedge Management Plan. The program 
aims to protect farming and support the 
development of agricultural business in 
the municipality. To achieve this, the officer 
works closely with local farmers, internal 
partners, government agencies, not-for-

profits and academia to affect on-ground 
policy and strategic change with the goal 
of growing agriculture and agribusiness in 
the rural north. 

As the program is coming to the end of 
its five year pilot, it is timely to review and 
evaluate its success and make decisions 
about the future direction of the program. 
The service review will be conducted 
over the next three months with the results 
available by November 2018. 

Council appreciates that the program has 
interacted with many members of the rural 
community. If you would like to contribute 
to the review either with a reflection on the 
program to date or ideas about its success 
into the future, we would like to hear 
from you. Contact Annemaree Docking, 
Agribusiness Officer on 9217 2593 or 
Annemaree.Docking@whittlesea.vic.gov.
au to offer your feedback. The consultation 
period will close Friday 10 August, 2018.

Focus on agriculture

Choosing renewable energy sources and 
implementing passive design will help in 
reducing your carbon footprint.



are finite and will inevitably become more 
expensive. It may be difficult to avoid petrol 
and diesel completely, especially for larger 
properties, but if you are producing your own 
electricity, perhaps you could consider using 
an electric vehicle. Choices are limited for 
electric farm vehicles, but there is constant 
development in this space. If you do use 
fuel driven equipment, be sure that they 
are kept regularly serviced and are sized 
appropriately for the job. Bigger is not always 
better when it comes time to pay the fuel bill – 
both financially and environmentally! 

Passive design is a big topic, but in short, 
it is the appropriate orientation, layout, 
materials and design of the buildings on 
your property intended to take advantage 
of the environmental attributes of the 
area. North facing windows with the right 
sized eave or deciduous creeper covered 
pergolas to let sunlight in in winter and keep 
it out in summer are classic examples of 
passive design. Passive design can also 
include strategic placement of windows 
and doors to capture cross breezes, 
strategic garden design, thermal mass – 
the possibilities are limited only by your 
imagination! Go to www.yourhome.gov.au/
passive-design for more information.

With good planning, research and 
innovative ideas, you can create an energy 
and financially efficient property that will be 
a pleasure to work and live in, reduce your 
carbon footprint and be ready for the future 
impacts of climate change.

Fantastic Mr Fox
Albert and Anne have been rural property 
owners in the Whittlesea area for more 
than 30 years and over that period 
have been pitted in an ongoing battle, 
and a competition in cunning, with their 
seemingly tireless and innumerable foe… 
the fox.

Three years ago, after losing 12 lambs, 
Albert decided it was time to get 
systematic in his fox control. With the help 
of his sons, Albert developed a strategic 
fox control program which aims to have 
a perceptible and ongoing impact on 
fox numbers in his neighbourhood. Over 
the last 2 years, Albert’s campaign has 
resulted in a reduction in the local fox 
population by a total of 89 foxes.

Albert’s strategy is simple but effective, 
and the main ingredients are patience 
and persistence, a nice warm coat and 
a very good aim. Using a camera and 
spotlight set up on his shed, Albert 
monitors fox activity in the target area of 
his property. Buried food scraps lure the 
foxes to the well-lit spot where they are 
captured on camera digging up the food. 
The following night, when the fox returns 
for another free meal, Albert is waiting 
in the shed - sometimes for 4 hours or 
more – from where he dispatches the fox 
quickly with his trusty .22.

Foxes prey not only on countless 
numbers of newborn lambs, but are 
also responsible for a major decline in 
a number of species of native animals, 
including birds, mammals and reptiles.

Fox control requires an ongoing 
community approach. If you would like to 
learn more about how to work with your 
neighbours on fox control and other land 
management issues, contact Jane Juliff, 
Landcare Facilitator on 0417 127 841 or 
landcare@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

Native vegetation rules have been updated
Native Vegetation is protected in 
Victoria via Clause 52.17 of the Planning 
Scheme. This clause was updated in 
December 2017. The purpose of clause 
52.17 is to ensure that there is no net 
loss to biodiversity as a result of the 
removal, destruction or lopping of native 
vegetation. This is achieved by applying 
the following three step approach:

The Department of  Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning has resources for 
people who are considering removing 
vegetation to better understand the 
regulations (listed below). In addition to 
these resources, you can also contact 
Council’s Land Management & Biodiversity 
Team on 9217 2323 or an independent 
environmental consultant.

Clause 52.17 Native Vegetation
http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
schemes/vpps/52_17.pdf

Native Vegetation Information Manage-
ment System
https://nvim.delwp.vic.gov.au/

Guidelines for the removal, destruction or 
lopping of native vegetation (Department 
of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, 
2017)
https://www.environment.vic.gov.
au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/91146/
Guidelines-for-the-removal,-destruction-
or-lopping-of-native-vegetation,-2017.pdf

1. Avoid the removal, destruction or 
lopping of native vegetation. 

2. Minimise impacts from the removal, 
destruction or lopping of native 
vegetation that cannot be avoided. 

3. Provide an offset to compensate for 
the biodiversity impact if a permit is 
granted to remove, destroy or lop native 
vegetation. 

A permit is required to remove, destroy or 
lop native vegetation including dead native 
vegetation unless a specific exemption 
applies. A table of exemptions can be 
found within clause 52.17. 

If a permit is granted to remove native 
vegetation, an offset will be required. 
An offset permanently protects an area 
of native vegetation. An offset could be 
achieved through the protection of a patch 
of vegetation on the property removing the 
vegetation (first party offset) or alternatively, 
could be achieved through purchasing 
offsets via an offset broker (third party offset). 
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Invisible Farmer 
Project
Monday 13 August, 2018 
11.30am – 1.30pm
Whittlesea Community Activity Centre,  
57–61 Laurel Street, Whittlesea

Invisible Farmer is the largest ever 
study of Australian women on the land. 
This three year project is funded by the 
Australian Research Council and involves 
a nation-wide partnership between rural 
communities, academics, government and 
cultural organisations. It aims to create new 
histories of rural Australia, reveal the hidden 
stories of women on the land and document 
the diverse, innovative and vital role of 
women in agriculture.  Learn more about the 
project from curators Liza Dale-Hallett and 
Catherine Forge. Please bring your stories, 
photos and family heirlooms and share the 
stories of rural women in your family history. 

For more information call 9088 3465. To read 
more about the project, visit the website: 
www.invisiblefarmer.net.au

City of Whittlesea 
Agribusiness 
Dinner
Saturday 25 August, 2018 
6.00pm – 10.30pm
Growling Frog Golf Course,  
1910 Donnybrook Road, Yan Yean

This year, we are very pleased to announce 
the keynote speaker of the evening will be 
Dr Charles Massy from ANU and author 
of the book “Call of the Reed Warbler – A 
New Agriculture, A New Earth”. Charles 
is a wealth of knowledge and experience, 
having managed Severn Park, a 1820 
hectare sheep and cattle property on the 
Monaro for 40 years. He is a leader in 
regenerative agriculture systems and has 
been awarded a Medal of the Order of 
Australia for services to the wool industry 
and community. He will introduce his vision 
for the future of agriculture.
Dinner will be fully catered and include 
a three-course menu crafted with locally 
grown produce and wine. 
Go to www.eventbrite.com.
au/e/2018-agribusiness-dinner-
tickets-47290105980 to book your seat. 
Join us for an evening of friends, local food 
and inspiration! 

Whittlesea 
Landcare 
is here!

The new Landcare group was launched 
this May at a public meeting hosted 
by the group’s start up committee. The 
meeting brought together 30 local land 
holders, all keen to see Landcare make 
a difference in their community. There 
was food and conversation, and some 
great brainstorming about local land 
management issues and possibilities 
for future projects. We heard from the 
presidents of both the Kinglake and 
Strathewen Landcare groups about 
what Landcare looks like in their 
neighbourhoods, and got some great 
advice about the early days of starting a 
new group.

Whittlesea Landcare is off to a terrific start, 
with meetings, funding applications and 
event planning already in the pipeline.

If you’d like to hear more about how to join 
Whittlesea Landcare please contact Jane 
Juliff, Landcare Facilitator on 0417 127 
841 or landcare@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

Sustainable Land 
Management 
Rebate Scheme
The Sustainable Land Management 
Rebate Scheme is a financial incentive for 
landowners to undertake sustainable land 
management actions. To be eligible to 
participate in the scheme, properties must 
be a minimum of eight hectares in size and 
be in a Green Wedge, Green Wedge A or 
Rural Conservation Zone.
The program runs for a period of two 
years and landowners must commit to 
a minimum of two actions as per the 
scheme’s guidelines. 
If you are interested in applying, search 
for “rate rebate” at whittlesea.vic.gov.au 
or call Council’s Land Management & 
Biodiversity Team on 9217 2323.

Upcoming Events
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Big Blokes Brunch
Every Tuesday 
11.30am 
Whittlesea Community Activity Centre,  
57–61 Laurel Street, Whittlesea

Run as a joint initiative between the 
Whittlesea Community House and 
Department of Justice, the Big Blokes 
Brunch is aimed at bringing together men 
from all walks of life, offering the community 
a great opportunity to connect.

Food is prepared by those on community-
based work orders, allowing them to provide 
for the local community and expand their 

skill sets. It also gives them the experience 
they need to start working in the hospitality 
industry.

The Big Blokes Brunch is a great 
opportunity to meet your neighbours, eat 
some lunch and have a chat.


