
Fauna Fact

BLUE-BANDED BEE   Amegilla sp.

As the weather warms you may start to 
see some of Australia’s 1600 species of 
native bees darting from flower to flower 
in your garden. 

Blue-banded bees are some of the most 
recognisable with distinctive blue bands 
on their abdomens and a specialised 
pollination technique called ‘buzz 
pollination’. This technique, combined 
with the small size of blue-banded bees, 
makes them more efficient at pollinating 
a broader range of native plants and 
crops than the introduced bumblebee.   

To increase blue-banded bee activity 
in your garden, plant a range of plants 
with different flowering times, provide a 
bee-friendly water source, build a ‘bee 
hotel’, leave areas of soil undisturbed 
for female bees to burrow and lay eggs, 
and reduce insecticide use.
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A common blue-banded bee (Amegilla 
chlorocyanea) ‘buzz pollinating’ a Trigger-plant
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DELWP Biodiversity 
Response Planning grant 
recipients announced
Council’s Sustainability Planning Unit was 
recently awarded $450,000 under the 
Department of Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning’s (DELWP) Biodiversity 
Response Planning (BRP) grants program. 
DELWP’s BRP aims to deliver the state-
wide targets set out in Victoria’s biodiversity 
plan, Protecting Victoria’s Environment – 
Biodiversity 2037. DELWP are committed 
to investing in a range of environmental 
improvement initiatives through the BRP 
process, including preventing the spread 
and reducing the impact of pest animals.

Council applied for the BRP funding to 
roll out the Whittlesea Integrated Pest 
Animal Management and Monitoring 
Program (WIPAMMP); a 3 year cross tenure 
interagency deer, fox and rabbit control 

program. The aim of the WIPAMMP is to 
reduce fox predation of native wildlife and 
domestic animals, minimise crop losses and 
the reduction in biomass and biodiversity of 
native vegetation caused by rabbit grazing, 
and avoid the further reduction in biodiversity 
of native vegetation due to the rapid increase 
in the local deer population. 

Council will work together with private 
landholders, Parks Victoria, Melbourne 
Water and DELWP to reduce the impacts 
of these pest animals on both private and 
public land including Kinglake National 
Park/Toorourrong Reservoir/10 Chains 
Reserve, Mt. Disappointment State Forest 
and Yan Yean Reservoir/Sherwin Ranges. 
On-ground pest control will involve shooting, 
baiting, trapping, biological control, 

harbour removal and pre- and post-control 
monitoring and evaluation. 

If you are a private property owner within 
the WIPPAMMP project area (refer to inset 
map) and would like to be involved in the 
program, please call Katherine Whittaker 
on 9217 2147 or email katherine.whittaker@
whittlesea.vic.gov.au to register your 
interest. Council will soon be in contact 
with eligible landholders to provide more 
information on how to get involved, so stay 
tuned for further updates.

WIPAMMP project delivery area



with a resounding ‘Yes!’ in support of 
establishing a market in the region. 

There has been much work going on 
behind the scenes to bring the market 
closer to reality. The City of Whittlesea 
has been working with the Melbourne 
Farmers Markets on developing the 
market. Melbourne Farmers Markets is a 
not for profit social enterprise dedicated 
to Victorian food and producers, regional 
food cultures, seasonal produce, 
biodiversity, sustainable farming practices 
and strengthening relationships between 
the consumer and the producer. They 
operate seven successful farmers  
markets across Melbourne and are the 

Focus on agriculture

A Farmers 
Market for 
Whittlesea
A feasibility study for a farmers market in 
the City of Whittlesea was undertaken in 
2016. The response from the community 
and farmers alike was extremely positive, 

powerhouse behind the new Alphington 
Food Hub.

The market will be a Victorian Farmers 
Market Association accredited market. 
The VFMA defines authentic farmers’ 
markets as places where:
•  Farmers sell direct to the public in a 

fair marketplace not compromised by 
resellers

•  Farmers and producers create 
connections and relationships with 
customers and with each other

•  Customers are able to purchase quality, 
freshly harvested produce, supporting 
local farmers and regional Victorian 
communities

• Customers buy fresh, locally grown 
produce directly from the grower, and 
value added products direct from the 
producer, who receives full economic 
and social credit for their contribution to 
a sustainable local food system.

Council’s Economic Development team is 
working towards the market commencing 
in Autumn 2019.

To help us create a truly vibrant, local 
food market, we are calling out to our 
farming community to be a part of the 
market from the beginning and showcase 
the amazing local produce in the area. 
Contact Sarah Rowe, Team Leader of 
Economic Development on 9217 2545 for 
more information about being a part of this 
exciting new Farmers Market.  

A well designed property is a pleasure for both 
you and your horses

CLIMATE CHANGE CHALLENGE FIVE 

Making your vision a reality
How to bring the Climate Challenge elements 
together in your Whole Farm Plan
Over the previous editions of Rural News, we 
have considered making your horse property 
climate smart and ready for the challenges 
ahead. In this final article, we will discuss 
creating your Whole Farm Plan (WFP) – the 
first step in making your vision a reality.

Your WFP is the place to pull your ideas 
together into one document so you can 
approach the development of your horse 
property in a systematic and coordinated 
way. It will ensure that you take a holistic 
approach, incorporating your ideas and 
design with efficiency, animal welfare and 
environmental sustainability. 

Your WFP is a living document. Farms take 
many years to take shape, as time, budget 
and other life priorities dictate. Your plan 
will keep you on track, focus your time and 
resources, and ensure you have thought 
through each action in the context of the 
bigger picture. You will continue to learn 
about land management, your horses and 

your property. Be open to new ideas and 
improving your plan, but stay true to your 
vision and core values. 

Firstly, you will need aerial photography of 
your property. In this age of technology, 
you can simply download this from Google 
Earth, or if you want more detail, you can get 
drone photography of your farm. The benefit 
with drone photography is that it is current 
and detailed, plus the data can be used in 
mapping programs such as AutoCAD to 
develop a very detailed farm map. 

Secondly – What is your vision? Summarise 
in a sentence or two what you want to 
achieve. You don’t need detail here – just 
try to capture your core intentions and 
values. From this, make a wish list. This is 
the fun bit! Think about the key elements 
you need for your farm to work well for 
you and your animals. Dream big, but 
be realistic – your budget will have a big 
influence on the final product.

Next, consider the local climate. Where 
do the winds predominantly come from? 
What’s the annual rainfall? What season 
does that rain fall in? Is it reliable? 
What emergency weather do you need 
to consider? Bushfires? Cyclones? 
Flooding? Drought? What about the 
topography of your block? Steep, flat, 
undulating, low lying? These are things 
you can’t influence, so you need to bend 
your design to make best use of them or 
protect yourself from them.

Consider the previous articles in this series, 
then start sketching your ideas out on your 
farm map. Think about how the property 
will work. Details like stock flow, gate 
placement, line of sight and wind breaks 
are simple starting points.  
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Kangaroos 
get the 
staggers
The kangaroo population in the City of 
Whittlesea, and elsewhere, is largely 
reliant on the availability of resources 
including access to water and food. 
Abundant improved pastures and easy 
access to water in farm dams and 
waterways has seen numbers in some 
areas of Whittlesea become over-
abundant. 

During the winter months, as grass 
growth slows and food resources 
decrease, over-abundant kangaroos will 
struggle to find enough desirable food 
and can be forced to eat less favourable 
species, such as Toowoomba Canary-
grass (Phalaris aquatica). 

Consumption of Toowoomba Canary-
grass appears to be toxic to kangaroos 
(and livestock), and affected individuals 
tend to display head shaking, abnormal 
hopping, staggering and loss of 
balance, similar to an intoxicated person. 
Researchers from the University of 
Melbourne are investigating whether 
kangaroos that appear to be affected 
by Phalaris poisoning in central Victoria 
have suffered neurological damage due 
to exposure to the common pasture crop.  

Currently, no cure has been found 
for individuals affected by Phalaris 
poisoning, however cobalt supplements 
are believed to prevent the condition from 
developing in livestock. Pasture spraying 
with cobalt sulphate in autumn could be 
considered as a preventative alternative 
to manage the risk of Phalaris poisoning 
in livestock and (indirectly) kangaroos.  

The City of Whittlesea is recording 
suspected cases of kangaroo Phalaris 
poisoning which will be provided to 
DELWP, as the responsible Government 
Department for the management of over-
abundant wildlife. If you see an animal 
displaying signs of Phalaris poisoning, 
please contact DELWP and Wildlife 
Victoria as soon as possible.

Overgrazing by large mobs of kangaroos 
leads to consumption of less-favourable 
canary grass (Phalaris sp.).

Don’t be a dirty dumper

Once you have a sketch in place, show it to 
friends, colleagues or your riding instructor. 
You can also contact your Council Land 
Management or Agribusiness Officer, or 
approach a professional consultancy to 
assist you through the WFP process. Listen 
to their advice, but remember your vision.

Things to consider:
• Land classing
• Soils and geology
• Farm water supply
• Biodiversity and biolinkages
• Pest plants and animals
• Pastures
• Succession planning
• Grazing management
• Drought management
• Biosecurity
• Identifying threats and assets
• Regulatory influences – Council zones, 

water authorities etc.
Now that you have all this information 
together, it is time to write your action 
plan. Make a table with three columns: 
Year, Objective and Work Program.

Your objective is what can be achieved 
in the year to bring you one step closer to 
your vision. The works program can then 
be developed. Break things down into the 
following headings, but ensure they are 
tailored to your own needs:

Two years ago in Rural News there was 
an article about a Whittlesea landowner 
who had received a fine in the Magistrates 
court for allowing ‘clean fill’ to be dumped 
on a property in Whittlesea’s Green 
Wedge. The property referred to in that 
article was then sold to unsuspecting 
purchasers who became responsible for 
expensive soil tests and a rehabilitation 
plan for the dumped fill.

Recently, Council has received reports of 
soil being dumped on more Green Wedge 
properties. Earthmoving companies 
often approach landowners with offers 
of ‘clean fill’ to fill in gullies or low lying 
wet areas. This is a waste product from 
urban developments and companies 
receive money to dispose of fill. Some of 
these companies will even offer payment 
to landowners to accept the fill as it is 
cheaper than disposing of it legally. Be 
very careful about entering into this type 

• Infrastructure
• Fencing 
• Earthworks 
• Soil testing / amendments
• Weed control 
• Pest animal control
• Groundcover
• Water Supply
• Erosion Management.
Put your action plan together for at least 
the next ten years and pace it out until 
your vision realised. Remember that you 
can change and update your plan at any 
time as your situation and knowledge 
grows. Be specific in your action plan and 
include as much detail as you can. 

At least once a year, pull your WFP out 
and consider the year ahead. Are the 
actions for the year realistic given your 
current circumstances and resources? 
Pace out the year ahead, then start turning 
those dreams of yours into reality! 

Property management is both a wonderful 
pleasure and a great responsibility. As horse 
owners, we can make a significant difference 
to both the life and wellbeing of our animals 
and the wellbeing of our local environment 
and our planet. Good luck on your mission! 

“The future belongs to those who believe 
in the beauty of their dreams.” - Eleanor 
Roosevelt

of agreement as the clean-up costs 
may outweigh any money received for 
accepting the fill and may cause long 
lasting drainage and erosion through 
unstable dumped fill. Clean fill is different 
to topsoil and has no productive value.

Have a legitimate need for ‘clean fill’?
If you have a legitimate need to import 
fill onto your property, it is important to 
check planning restrictions. Depending 
on the nature and size of the works and 
the planning zone that applies to your 
property, you may or may not need a 
planning permit. In some circumstances, 
dumping of fill is prohibited.

If you would like more information on 
how to apply for a permit or would like to 
report illegal dumping behaviour, please 
call Council’s Land Management & 
Biodiversity Team on 9217 2323.
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The Whittlesea, Banyule and Nillumbik 
Joeys came together recently to have 
some fun and celebrate the natural 
environment at their latest Joey 
Campfire.  Over 180 people turned out 
for the Landcare sponsored event at 

Camp Warringal Scout Camp and families 
enjoyed environmental activities, a BBQ 
and a campfire. The Joeys worked hard 
and by the end of the day the camp 
was looking great with over 300 new 
indigenous trees and shrubs planted! 

Camp Warringal Junior Landcare Event

Celebrating abundance
THE FOURTH ANNUAL AGRIBUSINESS DINNER

Connecting community

The Mayor, Cr. Kris Pavlidis addresses the local 
farming community at the Agribusiness Dinner

agriculture and farmers can play in the 
healing and future resilience of our planet.  

Judging by the hub of lively conversation, 
exclamations of beautiful food and discussion 
of new ideas sparked by Dr. Massy’s 
presentation, the evening was enjoyed by all.  
We would like to thank the local agricultural 
community for their strong support for the 
event and the Agribusiness Program. 

Environmental 
Works Grant  
OPEN UNTIL 30 NOVEMBER, 2018

The Environmental Works Grant Program 
provides a financial incentive to rural 
landowners to protect and enhance 
Whittlesea’s biodiversity. The program 
offers grants of up to $1500.

To apply or obtain the grant guidelines 
visit Council’s website or contact Jane 
Juliff, Landcare Facilitator for more 
information on 0417 127 841, or email  
jane.juliff@whittlesea.vic.gov.au.

Blackberry Action 
Group
Council’s annual Blackberry Education 
and Compliance program will shortly 
commence. If you’re after some blackberry 
management advice and would like to join 
a local Blackberry Action Group, contact 
Chris Coburn (Project Officer) by email  
ugln.projects@ugln.net or contact Council’s 
Land Management Team on 9217 2147.

February 2009 
Bushfires 10th 
Anniversary
Community discussions are underway to 
plan local activities and events to respect 
and remember the 10th anniversary of 
the February 2009 bushfires. Local input, 
ideas and involvement are welcome.

For more information or to find out how 
to get involved, contact Emma Bennett, 
Community Development Officer on 9217 
2465, 0437 345 475 or email emma.
bennett@whittlesea.vic.gov.au.

Saving Money on 
Your Energy Bills
Wednesday 14 November 
6.30am–8pm
Whittlesea Community Activity Centre,  
57–61 Laurel Street, Whittlesea

We take a look at what uses energy in your 
home and how to use it most efficiently.

Bookings are essential through  
www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au/events  
or call 1300 23 68 55.

Whittlesea Community House (WCH) fosters community connection 
through courses, activities, groups and community lunches.

Learn to play the ukulele and join 
the township choir; or take a course 
in computer skills, chainsaw safety 
or traffic management; participate in 
a pilates or qigong class, or join the 
Heart Foundation walking group.

For information on programs and 
services that are on offer at WCH, 
visit the website wchi.com.au or 
become a volunteer and join around 
80 other community members who 
help make WCH a success. 

The fourth annual Agribusiness Dinner was 
held on Saturday 25 August at the Growling 
Frog Golf Course. The event was a great 
success that brought together the Whittlesea 
farming community to share a locally grown 
and sourced menu prepared by the chef of 
the Social Food Project, Ben Mac. 

The event was opened by the Mayor of 
the City of Whittlesea, Cr. Kris Pavlidis and 
presented on the night was the final report 
of the Land Capability Assessment project 
‘Future Prospects of local agriculture in 
the City of Whittlesea’ which was prepared 
through a Post Graduate Industry Partnership 
between Council and Deakin University.

The guest speaker for the evening was Dr 
Charles Massy, author of ‘Call of the Reed 
Warbler – a New Agriculture, a New Earth’. 
Charlie gave an informative and provocative 
presentation about the substantial role 
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