
Rural NewsVO
L 

15
  –

  A
U

TU
M

N
  2

01
8

The City of Whittlesea went on the offensive 
in January coordinating a targeted fox 
control program across private properties in 
the Toorourrong region with great results.

These works were part of a large-scale 
collaborative project, Conservation 
Futures, with Nillumbik Shire Council, 
Melbourne Water, Parks Victoria and other 
stakeholders to undertake on-ground action 
to preserve nine key threatened species in 
the Northern Yarra study area.

Through Conservation Futures, the City 
of Whittlesea received funding for fox 
control, and the region around Toorourrong 
Reservoir was targeted as it is known 
habitat for the threatened Brush-tailed 
Phascogale (or Tuan). The control of foxes 
in this area is important for the on-going 
persistence of this species.

The location also provided the opportunity 
to work collaboratively with Melbourne 
Water and Parks Victoria in the region.

Council ran an expression of interest 
process in the target area in December 

Thistles are most susceptible to control when actively 
growing over Winter. Manually remove isolated 
plants, consider appropriate herbicide use for larger 
infestations and maintain a healthy cover of pasture. 
Council will be coordinating an education and 
compliance program for Artichoke and Spear thistles 
commencing mid-year. For further information, contact 
Council’s Environment Protection Officer on 9217 2147. 

Time to Tackle Thistles

Council outfoxes a cunning predator
2017, and engaged a specialist fox 
control contractor to work with 12 private 
landowners. A ten-day trapping program was 
run on each of the properties using soft-jaw 
leg-hold traps buried in the ground. 

With the traps set, lures were employed to 
entice to foxes into them including skunk 
essence, ham bones, fish oil, gland lure, cat/
fox urine, cat/fox scat and dry cat food.

Traps were monitored by landowners and the 
contractor notified if a fox was trapped which 
he would need to destroy. Interesting by-
catch included a couple echidnas, a possum 
and some ravens which were all released, 
uninjured.

The program resulted in the capture and 
destruction of 31 foxes- 8 mature (3 female, 
5 male) and 23 juvenile (7 female, 16 male). 
This will no doubt have a significant impact 
on the population dynamics in this region 
especially with the removal of breeding-aged 
females and juvenile females.

Through the Conservation Futures project, 
the City of Whittlesea will be undertaking a 

similar targeted fox control program over 
the next two years across known Brush-
tailed Phascogale habitat.

For further information on Conservation 
Futures contact Mark Williams, Sustainable 
Land Management Officer, on 9217 2471 or 
mark.williams@whittlesea.vic.gov.au 

Swift Parrot.

Carefully setting the leg-hold trap trigger (A) and burying the trap (B).
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Prevent  thistles from seeding to 
protect pasture and bushland.

Fauna Fact

SWIFT PARROT

Lathamus discolor

The Swift Parrot is a bright green 
medium-sized parrot, with a distinctive 
dark blue patch on the top of its 
forehead and a red throat. It is an 
endangered species, and looks similar 
to Scaly-breasted and Musk Lorikeets.

They breed between September to 
December in Tasmania and then migrate 
across Bass Strait between March and 
June, traversing through the City of 
Whittlesea on their way north to the Box-
Ironbark Forests. Their diet consists of 
nectar of flowering Eucalypts, lerps in 
foliage and they’ll also eat soft fruit and 
berries. They nest in tree hollows.

They often forage alongside lorikeets, 
so the next time you see a flock of 
lorikeets, take a closer look and you 
may be lucky enough to glimpse this 
endangered migrant.



Focus on agriculture
Grandfather, who bred Clydesdales and 
Standardbreds. The Arab horses and 
Shetland ponies have been here since 
1925 and the Welsh ponies came a little 
later. Over the years, the family has also 
bred both cattle and sheep.”

Fenwick has long had a substantial 
reputation for the production of 
quality horses. The bloodlines of the 
horses bred and raised there trace an 
association with the farm almost as long 
as the family themselves. 

“We aim to breed the older style Arabs 
– quality pleasure horses, sound for 
saddle work. Our horses are sold to 
homes all over the country and are 
successful in a range of disciplines.”

And what for the future of Fenwick? 

“My sons don’t really ride much but they 
like the horses and are passionate about 
the farm and country we have here. They 
love the natural environment and want to 
conserve the property into the future”

It looks like Fenwick will be a part of the 
Whittlesea landscape for many years to 
come.

For more information about Fenwick 
Stud, visit their website at  
www.fenwickstud.com.au

Treasures 
of our rural 
north
FENWICK STUD
Driving into Fenwick Stud is like taking a 
trip back in time. It’s hard to imagine as 
you stand next to the beautiful 150 year 
old bluestone homestead that you are 45 
minutes from Melbourne and 5 minutes 
from the rapidly growing suburban fringe. 
The 275 hectares (680 acres) of gently 
rolling countryside, rocky knolls and 
ancient River Red Gums lull you into a 
sense of being a long way from anywhere 
at a very different time.

Fenwick Stud is very much a family affair. 
The farm is run by Vicki Johnson and her 
family, including her father, husband and 
two sons. It has been in the family for 
many generations. Passing on the passion 
for both the country and the horses.

“There have been horses here forever. 
The stud was started by my Great 

Check the zones and overlays that apply to your property before starting works.

Do planning overlays affect your property?
Throughout Victoria, the use and 
development of land is controlled by 
Planning Schemes. The Whittlesea 
Council is the Responsible Authority for 
the administration and enforcement of the 
Whittlesea Planning Scheme.

In the 2014 Summer edition of Rural News 
we wrote about planning zones in the 
rural areas of the municipality. In addition 
to zones, which cover all land, some 
properties are also affected by overlays, 
which place additional controls on land.

Some common overlays affecting rural 
land in Whittlesea are the Environmental 
Significance Overlay (ESO), Significant 
Landscape Overlay (SLO) and the Bushfire 
Management Overlay (BMO).

The Environmental Significance 
Overlay covers some areas in Whittlesea 
because of the environmental values 
contained on the land, and its purpose is 
to ensure that development is compatible 

with identified environmental values. 
These environmental values may include 
endangered vegetation types such 
as River Red Gum Woodlands and 
Grasslands, and the floodplains of the 
Merri and Darebin Creeks. 

In some areas the environmental values 
include geological structures such as 
stony rises (knolls) and surface rock.

In these areas, some farming practices 
such as ploughing or cultivating areas 
that contain rocks or native vegetation 
may require a planning permit. Overlays 
may also place additional requirements 
when building new structures, dwellings 
or outbuildings so it is always a good idea 
to know what zones and overlays affect 
your property before commencing new 
works.

To find out the zone your property is in 
and if there are any overlays pertaining 
to your property, go to the Land Victoria 
website: www.land.vic.gov.au

Details of planning zone requirements 
can be found in The Whittlesea Planning 
Scheme: http://planningschemes.dpcd.
vic.gov.au/schemes/whittlesea

Fenwick Stud has a long history of breeding 
quality Arab horses.
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The benefits of vegetation extend beyond providing 
shade and shelter for your horses.

Focus on conservation

CLIMATE CHANGE CHALLENGE THREE

Carbon stocks, vegetation 
sinks and biodiversity 
management

Have you seen 
me lately?

‘Carbon stocks, vegetation sinks and 
biodiversity management’. Sounds 
pretty complicated, doesn’t it? But it 
isn’t complicated at all. What we are 
considering is how we can incorporate 
terrestrial carbon –trees, shrubs, perennial 
pasture ground cover and healthy soil – 
into our horse management system.  In 
previous articles we have discussed how 
building soil health can sequester carbon 
from the atmosphere. Trees and shrubs 
offer a similar environmental service. 

Plants convert carbon dioxide and 
water to oxygen and organic carbon by 
photosynthesis, and use the carbon to 
build leaves, stems, barks, etc.  How 
much carbon a plant will store is variable. 
It depends on the species, rainfall, rate 
of growth, soil conditions etc. But the 
fact remains – the more trees and plants, 
the more carbon is removed from the 
atmosphere. 

Trees and shrubs on farms provide 
horses with shelter and shade and also 
a number of environmental services that 
may be taken for granted. They reduce 
wind speeds, lessening wind erosion and 
soil moisture loss for better pastures and 
longer growing seasons. Reducing wind 
speeds has a significant impact on the 
comfort of your animals, lessening the 
wind-chill factor in winter for better body 
condition and growth.

Well-designed plantings along contours, in 
high-risk erosion areas, along water courses 
and around farm dams (not on dam walls) 
can slow down water movement across your 
property. This can reduce erosion, increase 
soil moisture, improve water quality in 
storages and reduce evaporation.

Plantations provide habitat for wildlife 
and foster biodiversity. Not only is this a 
generous act in providing habitat for wildlife 
on your farm, but they offer environmental 
services such as pest control in pastures. 
If your plantings are well connected to 
vegetation in the broader landscape, this 
can enhance the climate resilience and 
long term survival of the native flora and 
fauna in your part of the world.

Protecting existing (remnant) vegetation 
and increasing tree cover through 
revegetation are both valuable from a 
climate change mitigation and adaptation 
perspective. Established paddock trees 
are valuable assets, but you often see 
them coming to a premature end due to 
the impacts of stock. Horses love standing 
under trees, rubbing on them and chewing 
the bark. Their hooves compact the soil 
in the root zone, reducing water and air 
infiltration, and pretty soon that big old 
tree is on its way out. For the long-term 
persistence of paddock trees and remnant 
vegetation, it is best practice to fence these 
areas to exclude livestock. 

Researchers at the University of Adelaide 
are conducting research into Echidna 
populations and need your help. They 
have created a Smartphone App so that if 
you see an echidna on your property or if 
you stumble across an echidna scat (poo) 
then you can easily take a photo on your 
mobile phone and upload it via the app. 
The app uses the phone’s GPS to record 
the location of the sighting.

Echidnas are not currently endangered 
but are under threat from the same things 
that threaten many other native Australian 
animals such as habitat destruction, 
vehicular collision and feral animals. There 
is not much information on the health of 
echidna populations throughout much of 
Australia so the researchers are hoping 
this project can contribute significantly to 
our knowledge.

If you have a stand of old trees, fencing 
them from stock will also encourage natural 
regeneration, so Mother Nature can do the 
hard work for you. New plantings need to 
be fenced to protect them while they are 
growing. Wider plantings are more valuable 
from a shelter and biodiversity perspective. 
At a minimum, a shelter belt should be three 
rows wide with a mix of trees (upper storey) 
and shrubs (middle storey). Scattered clump 
plantings through your property are also 
beneficial. To maximise the biodiversity 
benefits and success of your revegetation, 
choose plants that are indigenous to your region. 
Council’s Land Management team can provide 
advice on what will be suitable for your property. 

Ultimately – trees are beautiful! They increase 
functionality, comfort and amenity of our 
properties, as well as doing environmental 
good and building your climate resilience. 
They also add value to your property and 
watching trees you have planted grow and 
mature is immensely satisfying. 

Remember the old Chinese proverb, “The 
best time to plant a tree is twenty years ago, 
the second best time is now.” So – what are 
you waiting for?   

Originally published in “Hoofbeats” magazine 
October November 2017

If you do happen to find an echidna scat, 
the researchers are also hoping people 
will send it to them. From the scat they’ll 
be able to extract information about the 
animal to see if it is healthy, stressed and 
reproductively active. They can also identify 
individual animals by doing this without 
needing to track or capture it.

This is an ongoing project so if you are 
interested in participating have a look at 
the project site and download the app from 
http://grutznerlab.weebly.com/echidna-csi.
html. There is even a facebook page www.
facebook.com/EchidnaCSI/

Take a photo of me and upload it to the 
EchidnaCSI app.
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Junior Landcare Opportunities

With the blackberry control season 
drawing to a close, W&SBAG Project 
Officer Chris Coburn reflects on the 
program’s first year, “I’ve really enjoyed 
visiting farms and properties in the 
area. The response from the community 
and support from the VBT (Victorian 
Blackberry Taskforce), Council and 
Melbourne Water has been very 
encouraging.”

Twenty-four properties have signed up 
to 3-year voluntary management plans, 

Green Army
The City of Whittlesea has again 
partnered with Conservation Volunteers 
Australia to host a Green Army team 
to work on environmental restoration 
projects across the municipality, 
including on some Council and Crown 
Land reserves in the rural areas.

The team will undertake a wide 
variety of work including: noxious 
and environmental weed control, 
revegetation, nest box and hollow tree 
mapping and monitoring, and tree 
protection fencing. They’ll be collecting 
information daily on incidental bird and 
animal sightings, and some of this data 
may help inform management priorities 
in Council’s upcoming Biodiversity 
Strategy and Action Plan.

During the 20 week traineeship the 
participants will undertake formal 
training in Conservation & Land 
Management Certificate II as well 
as gaining a wealth of hands on 
conservation experience.

Whittlesea and Surrounds 
Blackberry Action Group (W&SBAG)

with many more landowners keen to be 
involved when the program re-commences 
later this year.

“It is a unique area so close to Melbourne, 
which has managed to retain natural 
bushland as well as productive farmland. 
Most landowners appreciate they have 
a responsibility to maintain it, not just for 
their own sake but for future generations. 
I’m looking forward to the next blackberry 
season and building on what we’ve 
achieved so far,” Chris says.

For more information about the program, 
contact the Land Management Team on 
9217 2147.

Properties in Whittlesea and surrounds are 
embracing the Blackberry Action Group program.

The lovely garden space is filled with 
productive garden beds, ornamental 
gardens and community-made art 
installations. Throughout the year social 
activities, workshops and creative art 
sessions are held and are open to the 
whole community. A number of garden 
beds are also currently available for lease 
and ready to be filled with plants.

Supported sessions are held on Mondays 
9am-12pm and Thursdays 10am-1pm. 

Whittlesea Community Garden
Members can access the garden at other 
times as well.

Come along and drop in for a cuppa or join 
us for a workshop or art activity. We are 
located on Laurel Street, next door to the 
library. 

More information contact Megan on 
communitygarden@whittleseach.com.au 
or phone 9716 3361.

Whittlesea Community Garden- much 
more than just gardening.
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Some local kids will soon be getting 
involved with Junior Landcare through 
projects focusing on hands-on learning, 
environment and sustainability. 

A citizen science project will teach the 
kids about local frog species and how 
to record them in their neighbourhoods, 
and tree planting activities will provide 
great outdoor learning experiences with 
tangible results.

Junior Landcare offers some fantastic 
educational resources and project 
ideas, and even opportunities to apply 
for grants. It’s easy to start a Junior 
Landcare project at your school, 
sporting group, or any other youth 
community group and we can help you 
get a project off the ground.  

If you are interested in starting a  
Junior Landcare project or would like 
to learn more, contact Jane Juliff, 
Landcare Facilitator on 9217 2534 or  
landcare@whittlesea.vic.gov.au Tree planting fun.


