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Landcare - it’s about community, 
conservation, productivity, resilience, and 
leaving our place better than we found it.

The Landcare movement began in Victoria 
in the 80s and has since grown to include 
nearly 6000 groups, delivering sustainable 
land management projects across the 
country, and embracing rural, coastal, 
urban and bush communities alike. 
Landcare remains a grassroots movement, 
directed by its members, and dedicated 
to tackling land management issues that 
affect local communities. 

Locally, Landcare has recently been 
generating some interest in the community 
and we are hoping to continue this positive 
momentum and see the establishment 
of a brand new Landcare group in 2018. 
Landcare is already well established in 
the surrounding municipalities; however 
since the folding of the Merriang District 
Landcare Group in 2017, we no longer 
have any Landcare groups in the City of 
Whittlesea. It would be encouraging to 

Landcare for our community
see our community come together to re-
establish Landcare in the area. 

Most of you have probably heard of 
Landcare and may recognise the logo, but 
what can Landcare be for you?

• It’s a way to access people, advice, 
equipment and increased knowledge 
through community networking and 
participation in workshops, field days 
and information sessions.

• By being  connected with your 
community , you can work with others to 
improve the condition of  your own land, 
and that of your neighbours.

• A Landcare group can access funding 
that is only accessible to community 
groups, providing funding for on-ground 
projects, including projects on private 
land. 

• Your group will have access to Council’s 
Landcare Facilitator for support and advice.

• Landcare is open to individuals and 
families, regardless of the size of your 
property. 

When a new Landcare group is 
established in the City of Whittlesea, the 
focus of the group will be directed by its 
members and reflect issues of concern 
and inspiration in that community.  

Stay tuned for more news in early 2018 
when we will hold a community meeting 
to connect those interested in Landcare, 
determine local issues, and hopefully kick 
off our new Landcare group!

If you would like to get involved, or discuss 
Landcare in your area, please contact 
Jane Juliff, Landcare Facilitator, on 0417 
127 841 or landcare@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

A WASB&G member inspecting his 
blackberry control work

Seasonal Weed Control

The Whittlesea & Surrounds Blackberry 
Action Group (W&SBAG) are working 
with landowners in the Whittlesea, 
Kinglake West and Humevale areas 
to reduce the impact of blackberries, 
with practical on-ground solutions, 
education and community engagement.

W&SBAG Project Officer, Chris Coburn, 
is now conducting free site visits 
to assess the extent of blackberry 
infestations for rural landowners. 

Chris will help landowners develop 
a 3-year management plan and 
voluntary agreement for management of 
blackberry infestations on their property. 
Landowners will also be offered advice 
and information on available grants and 
incentives.

For more information and to arrange a 
property visit, contact Chris Cobern by 
email ugln.projects@ugln.net

WHITTLESEA & SURROUNDS 
BLACKBERRY ACTION 
GROUP PROJECT



Fauna Fact

SCARLET HONEYEATER

Myzomela sanguinolenta

The Scarlet Honeyeater is a small bird 
up to 11cm tall. The males have a scarlet 
head, chest, back and rump with black 
wings. The female is a tawny brown with 
a slightly red chin.

They feed mainly on nectar and breed 
from June to January, producing up to 
three broods per season.

These birds are normally found along the 
east coast of Australia from Queensland 
to Gippsland in Victoria and inhabit 
a range of habitats from rainforests, 
blossoming eucalypt forests. woodlands 
and coastal environments. They are 
occasionally observed in Victoria and 
recently have been reported from around 
greater Melbourne. Excitingly, Scarlet 

Honeyeaters have been observed 
in Eden Park over the last couple of 
months.

If you see this bird, we would be 
keen to hear about it. Please send 
reports to james.booth@whittlesea.
vic.gov.au or alternatively upload a 
photo to www.natureshare.org.au.

Scarlet Honeyeater photographed in 
Beveridge. (Photo: Suzi Duncan)

Peter carefully manages his pastures with rotational and strip grazing systems to increase 
carrying capacity and productivity.

Focus on agriculture

the property infrastructure, fencing and 
equipment being beautifully presented and 
maintained.  

Peter and his partner, Alison, are also 
strong supporters of the Whittlesea 
Agricultural Show, entering several 
classes with both their stock and farm 
produce, with considerable success.

“It’s great to be a part of a one of the few 
remaining Agricultural Shows in the state. 
The competition is really strong so to 
place in any class means a lot and gives 
us valuable feedback as cattle producers 
on how we can improve our stock in 
the future. It is our aim to one day win 
the City of Whittlesea Perpetual Trophy 
which awards excellence in a range of 
commercial farming pursuits.” 

“The farm is a lot of work, but hugely 
satisfying.”

Labour of love 
Chatting with Peter as we drive around 
his Yan Yean property, his passion and 
enthusiasm for the farm and his cattle is 
immediately apparent. 

“We have a crossbreed herd and have 
predominantly used Shorthorn bulls in the 
past. We have some great old Hereford 
cows that have been fantastic producers 
for us providing a strong basis for a 
largely self-replacing herd.”

Peter Lennox has been farming in the 
City of Whittlesea for over two decades. 
With over 60 breeders on his property, 
he is a careful pasture manager, utilizing 
rotational and strip grazing systems to 
maximize his pasture productivity and 
keeping the property free of weeds. He 
is also a fan of ‘form and function’ with 

Focus on conservation

Have your 
say in 2018
WHITTLESEA’S 
BIODIVERSITY ACTION 
PLAN
The City of Whittlesea is a growth area and 
one of the fastest growing municipalities 
in Australia.  This urban growth has had a 
negative impact on our natural values. 

The City of Whittlesea’s Environmental 
Sustainability Strategy (2012-2022) identifies 
biodiversity as one of seven priority areas 
for action within our municipality and a key 
concern for members of our community.  

Biodiversity is defined as the variety of all 
life forms: the different plants, animals, 
microorganisms, the genes they contain 
and the ecosystems that form from all these 
living components. Maintaining Whittlesea’s 
biodiversity is essential for maintaining the 
good ecological health in the municipality 
that we rely on to provide clean air, food, 
water and other essential services. 

Council will be developing its first Biodiversity 
Action Plan (BAP) for the municipality in 2018. 
This plan will set the vision for biodiversity 
protection and enhancement and will identify 
natural values and the threats to these values. 
The plan will outline what opportunities exist 
for Council to work with other land managers 
to protect our unique environment. 

Stay tuned for more information on how you 
can get involved and have your say in the 
development of this plan. If you’re interested 
in further information, you can contact 
Council’s Biodiversity Planner or Team 
Leader Land Management and Biodiversity 
on 9217 2323.

The Biodiversity Action Plan  will identify our key 
environmental values and management priorities.



Mean annual temperature projections left to right: baseline, 2050 projected and 2070 projected.

Climate Ready Whittlesea 
ADAPTING TO A CHANGING CLIMATE

Healthy soils and pastures grow healthy horses

CLIMATE CHANGE CHALLENGE TWO

Managing Soil Health on 
Horse Properties
In the previous article in this series, we 
discussed pasture management strategies 
to promote animal health. In this issue, we 
will look at maintaining healthy soils and 
pastures. 

Maintaining ground cover protects soil 
from erosion, top soil loss and weed 
establishment. Horses can graze very 
low to the ground and hooves cause 
continuous wear and tear. Overstocking 
and continuous grazing pressure will 
result in the development of bare ground. 
Rain, wind, vehicles and animals further 
impact on this bare ground, causing 
erosion – top soil loss, dust, tunneling 

On Tuesday 21 November Council 
unanimously voted to adopt the City of 
Whittlesea’s first climate change adaptation 
plan – Climate Ready Whittlesea. The 
principle aim of the plan is to minimise the 
risks and consequences of climate impacts 
on the community and Council operations. 

Climate change projections for our region 
show increased average temperatures, 
more frequent heatwaves; higher likelihood 
and intensity of droughts; increased risk of 
fire; and increased intensity of downpours 
with potential impact on localised flooding.

Climate Ready Whittlesea lays out 
five projects that will help build our 
understanding of climate change and how 
to address them. These projects include:

• Undertaking heat mapping of the 
municipality to identify key ‘hotspots’.

• Mapping expected changes in 
biodiversity to augment the Biodiversity 
Planning process.

and gullies, which are unsightly and 
potentially damaging to stock.

Desirable pasture species cannot re-
establish readily on bare ground, so fast 
growing annual weeds out compete them. 
These weeds die back in summer, again 
leaving soils exposed to heat, summer rain 
and wind, exacerbating the erosion issue. 

Bare soils can directly increase greenhouse 
gas emissions through the release of nitrous 
oxide. When soil is waterlogged and/or 
compacted, the oxygen levels in the soil falls, 
triggering a process where nitrogen from 
the soil is lost to the atmosphere. Nitrous 
Oxide is a requirement for plant growth, so 

• Increasing the energy efficiency and 
thermal performance of new housing 
and looking for opportunities to retrofit 
existing housing stock.

• Assessing the vulnerabilities of Council 
assets to extreme conditions; and

• Improving urban tree canopy cover to 
help cool the urban environment.

There is already much activity underway 
to address climate risks. A prime example 
of an adaptation project is the Land 
Capability Assessment (see Rural News 
Vol. 13). This project used the latest 
climate projection data to explore the 
viability of different commodities now and 
into the future providing local landholders 
with an additional tool to support longer 
term farm planning.

For more information about Climate 
Ready Whittlesea please contact James 
Depasquale, Sustainability Planning and 
Strategy Officer on 9217 2001 or james.
depasquale@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

its loss from the soil is an economic loss and 
further degrades pastures. Nitrous Oxide is a 
potent greenhouse gas with a global warming 
potential 310 times that of carbon dioxide.

Conversely, healthy soils grow more grass, 
making it easier to maintain groundcover. 
Healthy soils have good structure, active soil 
biology, plenty of organic matter, are resilient 
to wear and tear and can sequester (remove) 
carbon and nitrogen from the atmosphere. 

HOW TO BUILD SOIL HEALTH
• Get a soil test. The early growth of 

pasture is particularly dependent on soil 
pH and nutrients. Ask advice from your 
independent consultant to help interpret 
the soil test – fertiliser salespeople are not 
the best people to ask! 

• Soil organic matter or humus is made up 
of anything that once lived. It builds soil, 
feeds microorganisms, cycles nutrients 
and improves water holding capacity. 
Maintaining groundcover and encouraging 
leaf litter and other plant residue can 
literally feed the soil. In Australia, a soil 
organic carbon (OC) level greater than 
2.5 percent is considered healthy, but well 
maintained perennial pastures can have 
OC in excess of 5-6 percent.

• Do you spend hours picking up poo from 
your paddocks? Consider this – manure 
returns plant nutrients and organic matter 
to the pasture. It’s much more effective 
to implement a rotational grazing system 
that allows these nutrients to return to the 
soil. Harrowing, dung bettles or birds can 
break up manure, dispersing nutrients 
and exposing parasites to the elements. 
A note on birds – wild or introduced birds 
are great for cleaning paddocks. You can 
use chickens and take advantage of the 
eggs, or simply put a handful of oats in 
your horses feed and let the cockies do the 
work for you. 

• Seasonal weather conditions impact worm 
eggs and larvae differently – extreme 
heat or cold reduces worm egg numbers 
while warm and damp conditions enhance 
hatching. Spell your paddocks according 
to the seasons as well as the amount of 
groundcover present (at least 10cm):

• 2-3 weeks in Summer;
• 5-6 weeks in Winter; and 
• 3-4 months in Autumn and Spring. 

Originally published in “Hoofbeats” 
Magazine October November 2017



Event Review

Weed Day 
Wrap-up

Friends of Toorourrong is a community 
group formed in 2015 in conjunction with 
the re-opening of Toorourrong Reservoir 
Park. The park was severely impacted 
by the 2009 Bushfires and underwent 
substantial re-development, and is 
also home to the Whittlesea Bushfire 
Memorial.

The group works with Parks Victoria, the 
City of Whittlesea and Melbourne Water 
to promote the unique aspects of the 
park to the wider community. Activities 
include regular working bees to assist 
with weed control and revegetation, on-

COMMUNITY GROUP PROFILE

Friends of Toorourrong
ground research of local flora and fauna, 
advocacy for improved park access 
and facilities and hosting of educational 
workshops. 

Current projects include coordinating 
the publication of a book of stories and 
photographs documenting the history 
of the Yan Yean and Toorourrong water 
systems and planning for a community 
luncheon in the park to celebrate local 
food producers.

The group welcomes new members of all 
ages and abilities. For more information 
email fotoorourrong@gmail.com  or 
contact Jan Hyndman on 0427 510 092.

Show us your 
“Farm Hack” 
What’s a farm hack, I hear you say? 
According to Wikipedia,  a ‘hack’ is any 
trick, shortcut, skill, or novelty method that 
increases productivity and efficiency, in all 
walks of life”.

We know that farmers and land managers 
are extremely innovative when it comes to 
problem solving, getting the job done and 
finding a way when a piece of machinery 
breaks down, the pressure is on or we just 
need to find an easy and efficient way to do 
things on the farm. 

We want you to share your great ideas. Send 
us a photo and description of your ‘Farm Hack’ 
and we will profile the best examples in Rural 
News. It might be a machinery modification, 
an energy efficient watering system, a way to 
manage weeds or a quick, successful method 
for tree planting. Whatever it is, if you’ve 
implemented it successfully at your place, we 
want to hear about it. The best examples will 
even get a  prize.

Send your Farm Hacks to agribusiness@
whittlesea.vic.gov.au.

Friends of Toorourrong ready for action.
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On Saturday 25 November, the Cities 
of Whittlesea and Hume and Mitchell 
Shire Council hosted a joint Weed 
Control Networking Day for rural 
landholders. 

The day was a great success, 
with fantastic presentations and 
demonstrations on all things 
weeds. The group was treated to an 
entertaining talk by Tim Bloomfield on 
‘how rabbits make weeds’ and some 
inspirational presentations on local 
community weed control projects.  The 
Victorian Serrated Tussock Working 

Party provided useful tips on how to 
distinguish the exotic grass from our 
very similar native species and the 
Gorse Taskforce gave a first-hand case 
study of integrated Gorse management.

During a BBQ lunch of gourmet Aroona 
Produce sausages, Pat Connor showed 
the group tips and tricks for keeping 
vehicles and properties weed seed free. 

We were privileged to have the day 
facilitated by Terry Hubbard of Landcare 
and recipient of the 2017 Joan Kirner 
Landcare Award. In feedback, residents 
said they benefited from the weed 
identification and control information and 
were pleased to see neighbouring Councils 
working together. We couldn’t agree more, 
so watch this space. 

Ivan Carter puts it to the audience to distinguish a 
weed from a native.

Pat Connor and Citywide demonstrate vehicle 
and machinery weed seed hygiene. 
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