
Cattle farmers, Judy Clements and Gordon Beaton.
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Whittlesea Council has shown its 
commitment to supporting its farming 
community by significantly increasing the 
Farm Rate differential.

Council has offered a special farm rate 
since the early 1980s to help farmers and 
has recently voted to increase the discount 
from 15% to 40% from 2017/18.

Mayor Ricky Kirkham said the City of 
Whittlesea was made up of almost 70 
per cent rural land and the increase in 

Council throws its support 
behind local farmers

the discount would support local farming 
businesses to continue to productively use 
the agricultural land. 

 “This region has had a long history of 
farming and with the rapid development 
we’ve seen, we want to ensure they can 
stay viable.

“Without a discount, farmers would receive 
crippling rate bills which would force many 
out of the area.

“We understand the value to our region 
that our farmers provide and we are 
committed to supporting them.”

Epping cattle farmer Lynn Vearing 
congratulated Council on the new rate.

“I’d like to congratulate Council in 
recognising the importance of agriculture 
in the City of Whittlesea,” he said.

“This will encourage new residents to 
pursue farming interests, which in turn will 
create more jobs.”

Judy Clements, Whittlesea cattle producer 
said, “The Whittlesea Council decision 
to increase the farm rate discount is very 
well received by the district’s farmers. 
Not only is it a fair and equitable outcome 
for farm businesses, it is also visionary. It 
recognises the important use of productive 
land for the production of food and fibre in 
close proximity to the market place, which 
reduces food miles and encourages the 
retention of open space on the fringe of 
urban areas which in turn is a benefit for 
the broader community”.

Farm rate is offered to those landholders 
that farm their land commercially. To 
receive the farm rate, landholders are 
required to complete an application 
form which asks questions about the 
farming system and the profitability of 
the farm. This is assessed and then the 
farm is inspected to ensure it reflects the 
application. 

For more information or to discuss your 
eligibility for farm rate, contact Annemaree 
Docking, Agribusiness Officer on  
(03) 9217 2593 or email annemaree.
docking@whittlesea.vic.gov.au. 

Control Gorse Now!
Gorse is an invasive weed and is listed under Council’s Pest Plant 
Local Law. Council’s Environment Protection Officer is currently 
mapping Gorse infestations on rural properties and issuing notices for 
property owners that have not controlled this weed. Contact Katherine 
Whittaker on (03) 9217 2147 or Katherine.whittaker@whittlesea.vic.
gov.au for information on controlling gorse on your property.PH
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Gorse in flower.



Focus on agriculture

Happenings 
at Melbourne 
Polytechnic’s 
Yan Yean 
Farm

Green Army:
  
AT THE FRONTLINE, PROTECTING 
OUR LOCAL ENVIRONMENT

Yan Yean Farm, located on Plenty Road 
just 4 kilometres south of Whittlesea, is 
a mixed farm enterprise and agriculture 
training facility operated by Melbourne 
Polytechnic. The 700 ha commercially 
active property provides students with a 
complete farm experience. 

Melbourne Polytechnic delivers courses 
in Certificate III in Agriculture, Diploma 
of Agriculture, Diploma of Agronomy and 
Bachelor in Agriculture and Technology. 
Also offered are short courses in farm 
fencing, farm chemicals, tractor operation, 
livestock handling and farm planning.  
Courses in Horse Breeding, Stablehand 
and Racing are being delivered at 
Northern Lodge in Eden Park.

At present, agronomy and agriculture 
students are trialling different crops and 
crop treatments at the campus with the trial 
plots beginning to take shape. The results 
will be showcased on their field day on 15 
November 2017. 

The farm will also create one of the largest 
wireless sensor networks in Australia 
later this year. Wireless sensors are able 
to measure soil water, plant growth and 
animal productivity continuously and 
automatically (similar to weather stations).

The network will be used to demonstrate 
how water and fertiliser inputs can be 
managed efficiently to improve farm 
productivity. A series of events later in the 
year will showcase how the system works.

Melbourne Polytechnic is currently taking 
mid-year enrolments for many of their 
courses. 

For more information contact Melbourne 
Polytechnic on (03) 9269 1200 or by email 
agriculture@melbournepolytechnic.edu.au 
Or visit the website:  
www.melbournepolytechnic.edu.au
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Agriculture students at Melbourne Polytechnic 
setting up field trials at Yan Yean Farm.

workplace health and safety, adding to 
the list of attributes they’ll be able to bring 
to future prospective employers in the 
environmental sector.

If you see them working with their 
supervisor on a reserve near you, be sure 
to say hello.

Green Army participants, coming to a 
reserve near you.

The City of Whittlesea has partnered with 
Conservation Volunteers Australia to host 
a Green Army team which will work on 
restoration projects within reserves across 
the municipality.

The enthusiastic participants are 
furthering their education while gaining 
practical skills in native vegetation 
restoration and cultural heritage 
protection. Their daily tasks include 
weed control, revegetation and plant 
and animal survey. At the same time, the 
group is being trained in first aid and 

x

Focus on conservation

Fauna Fact

Koala recorded within Whittlesea via remote 
sensing camera. 
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WHITTLESEA’S KOALAS  
Where are they?

The Koala is an iconic species, and 
compared to northern Australia, the 
population in Southern Victoria is doing 
relatively well. Despite their perceived 
security in Victoria, there is mounting 
evidence that while some populations 
are increasing, others are in decline.
Koalas across Australia are threatened 
by habitat destruction and fragmentation, 
disease (Chlamydia), drought / climate 
change, mortality from vehicles and dogs 
and prescribed burns and wildfire.
For those populations with high 
densities, over-browsing resulting in the 
defoliation of their favourite food trees is 
a major concern and one of the issues 
addressed in the Victorian Government’s 
Koala Management Strategy.  In these 
circumstances, relocation of animals 
may be necessary. The Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
and Parks Victoria recently coordinated 
the relocation of 435 Koala’s from French 
Island to Kinglake National Park. French 
Island is recognised as an important 
source of disease free Koalas to bolster 
mainland populations. The relocated 
animals can be identified by their coloured 
ear tags and may enter our municipality 
where suitable habitat exists. 
In Whittlesea, Koala records are sparse 
and the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas (VBA) 
contains only 13 records of them within 
the municipality. Council staff recently 
recorded a koala via a remote-sensing 
camera near Toorourrong Reservoir, a 
significant sighting given the rarity of this 
species in Whittlesea.
If you record this species, please 
contact Ruth Marr, Council’s 
Biodiversity Planner on (03) 9217 2025 
or ruth.marr@whittlesea.vic.gov.au.  
Detailed information including, location 
description, GPS co-ordinates, tree 
species koala recorded within and 
presence of ear tags would be very useful.   



sightings on private land and roadsides to 
Council’s Environment Protection Officer, 
Katherine Whittaker on (03)9217 2147 or 
email Katherine.whittaker@whittlesea.vic.
gov.au 

Flora Fact

CAPE TULIP

Morea spp. 

Cape Tulip is a perennial plant which 
produces a long strappy leaf each year 
in autumn and salmon-pink to orange 
flowers in winter-spring. There is a one 
and two leaf variety.

It is poisonous to livestock but is 
generally avoided by stock which 
results in desirable pasture species 
being outcompeted by this weed.

Cape Tulip reproduces by 
underground bulbs (corms) as well as 
producing seed. The seed and corms 
can be spread by water, wind, slashing 
and soil movement and disturbance.

Cape Tulip is not common, so 
Council encourages the reporting of 

Cape Tulip in flower.
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A well-managed farm is a pleasurable place to work and live for both horse and human.

Climate Change – what does 
it mean for the horse owner?
The scientific community accepts that 
human induced climate change is a reality. 
This issue poses significant challenges 
for all of us to tackle, both in reducing 
our contribution to the problem through 
our emissions but also in adapting to the 
climate impacts that are now unavoidably 
ahead of us. This is most relevant to those 
of us that manage land, either for farming 
or recreational pursuits such as the riding 
and breeding of horses.

This climate change challenge means that 
action is no longer just about doing the 
right thing environmentally and the realm 
of extreme ‘greenies’. It makes sense for 
all of us to take action to protect ourselves 
from increasing exposure to physical 
and financial risks such as impacts on 
infrastructure, insurance, animal welfare, 
and the costs of farm inputs and waste 
disposal. 

Emissions from agriculture (including land 
use change and energy use), account 
for up to 17% of Australia’s overall 
greenhouse gas emissions, which is more 
than our transport system. Other than land 
use change and energy use, the main 
sources of emissions within the Australian 
agriculture sector are:

• Methane produced by enteric 
fermentation (mostly in ruminants) and 
emissions from manure management;

• The release of nitrous oxide from soils 
(especially following the application of 
nitrogenous fertilisers); and

• Prescribed burning of savannas.
In 2009, methane production in livestock 
(mostly cattle and sheep) and manure 
management accounted for 69.3% of 
agricultural emissions. It is important to 
note that Australia’s national greenhouse 
accounting does not currently capture 
individual actions, particularly on farms. 
However, that does not mean that we 
should not take action to protect and 

prepare our animals, our community and 
ourselves.

When we seek to conduct an enterprise in 
an “ecologically responsible” manner, or 
manage the land “sustainably,” what do we 
hope to achieve? In short – the aim can be 
summarized in the following:

• Reduce the emission of greenhouse 
gases,

• Reduce the production of waste and use 
resources efficiently,

• Prepare ourselves for climate change 
impacts such as prolonged drought and 
extreme weather events,  

• Contribute to the preservation of the 
natural environment for the benefit of the 
broader community, such as preserving 
and restoring biodiversity, clean 
waterways and soil conservation.

The question of how to take action is 
not an easy one for horse owners and 
equine property managers to answer. 
All farming and equine properties are 
complex systems with many competing 
pressures. Those who have achieved this 
goal in urban and rural environments have 
done so through innovation, engagement 
with the subject, and with thoughtful, well 
researched property planning and design. 

Managing greenhouse gas emissions and 
adapting to climate change in a productive 
farm setting means making changes in a 
number of areas.  For horse properties, the 
key areas for action can be grouped under 
the following:

• Methane production and manure 
management,

• Soil management to retain carbon, soil 
structure and increase productivity,

• Carbon stocks, vegetation sinks and 
biodiversity management,

• Efficiency in farm operations and 
reducing dependency on external 
inputs,

• Choosing, and maintaining, farm 
equipment,

• Property design to tie all these elements 
together in an effective, functional 
system.

These topics will be addressed in further 
articles over the next six issues of Rural 
News. We will outline management 
strategies for horse properties that are 
achievable, affordable, effective and 
contribute not only to a property that is 
taking responsible action, but that is a 
pleasurable place to work and live for both 
horse and human. 

Originally published in “Hoofbeats” 
Magazine June July 2017.



Upcoming Events

The Annual Agribusiness 
Dinner is on again

Saturday 26 August, 2017 
6.00pm
Growling Frog Golf Course

It’s time again to gather the City of 
Whittlesea farming community together to 
celebrate a successful year and bring in 
the busy spring ahead. Come along and 
enjoy an evening of local food, wine and 
conversation with friends and live music.
Launched on the evening will be the City of 
Whittlesea’s Land Capability Assessment 
online maps, which will be a decision 
making tool for farmers, investors and 
policy makers. Dr. Rob Faggian from 
Deakin University will be presenting the 
maps and you will have the opportunity to 
try them out for yourselves.

Vertebrate Pest Control 
Workshop

Sunday 6 August, 2017 
10.30am - 1pm
Toorourrong Reserve Park, Jacks Creek 
Rd, Whittlesea

Come along to a free and friendly 
interactive on-site workshop with Peter 
Voutier from Feralex Pest Control.

Friends groups and interested community 
members will learn about:

• The local impacts of feral animals 
(rabbits, foxes, deer and cats).

• The different techniques used to manage 
and control feral animals.

But the evening is mostly about music and 
celebration. 

We are lucky enough to have James Blundell, 
renowned Australian country music icon, to 
play for us while we share a cocktail party 
style dinner and drinks, with plenty of time to 
chat, mingle and maybe even have a dance.

Please join us for a fabulous evening. Book 
your tickets ($45 each) online at Eventbrite -  
www.eventbrite.com.au search 
“agribusiness” or alternatively search 
“agribusiness” on Council’s website  
www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au 

• How Friends Groups can help tackle 
problems in their local areas through a 
coordinated approach.

Morning tea and lunch provided.

To register please contact Emma Bennett 
on (03) 9217 2465 or email emma.bennett@
whittlesea.vic.gov.au 

Control options for foxes will be discussed 
at the workshop.

James Blundell will be the night’s live 
entertainment.
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The next Rural News is October 2017.  Email editorial enquiries to: sustainability@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

WE NEED YOUR INPUT 

In an earlier edition of Rural News it was 
announced that Emergency Management 
Victoria had funded a Bushfire Mitigation 
Plan for Eden Park. The Plan will focus of 
mitigating damage caused by a fire event 
and aims to provide practical guidance to 
landowners managing fire affected land. 
A consulting team made up of ecologists, 
a soil scientist and bushfire expert is 
currently assessing erosion and threats 
to biodiversity and will look at some of the 
ways a bushfire may affect these.

The project will benefit greatly from 
local knowledge and experiences. A 
stakeholder engagement workshop will be 
held to discuss the initial findings and to 
hear from local residents. We are not just 
interested in residents from Eden Park but 
all rural landowners, along with residents 
who may have experience from Black 
Saturday or other fires.

Come along and help shape the plan at 
the stakeholder engagement workshop on 
Tuesday 15th August 2017 in the evening. 
Register your interest in the workshop by 
contacting James Booth, Team Leader 
Land Management and Biodiversity by 
email james.booth@whittlesea.vic.gov.au  
or phone (03) 9217 2323.

Even if you can’t make the workshop you 
can keep an eye out for regular updates at 
http://landmanagementweb.wordpress.
com/ or via the details above.

Eden Park 
Bushfire 
Mitigation Plan

Did you know the City of Whittlesea offers rural 
landowners a financial incentive to undertake 
sustainable land management activities on 
their land? The program runs for two years 
and landowners must commit to a minimum of 
two actions as per the Scheme’s guidelines. 
To be eligible to receive a rate rebate of up 
to 30%, properties must be a minimum of 8 

hectares in size and be in a Green Wedge, 
Green Wedge A or Rural Conservation Zone. 

For more information search for “rate rebate” 
at www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au or call Council’s 
Land Management & Biodiversity Team on 
(03) 9217 2323.

Rates discount to encourage sustainable 
land management practices

Eden Park Bushfire Mitigation Plan 
Project Area.
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