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A Farmers’ 
Market for 
Whittlesea?
The idea of a Farmers’ Market for the 
City of Whittlesea is one step closer 
to becoming a reality with the recent 
completion of a Farmers’ Market Feasibility 
Study that showed the prospect to 
be positive for both farmers and the 
community. 

Council’s Agribusiness Program instigated 
the investigation into the viability of a local 
Farmers’ Market and won funding from 
Regional Development Victoria (RDV) to 
assist with completing the study.

Mayor Ricky Kirkham said Council thought 
a successful Farmers Market in the 

municipality would be a great boost for 
farming and give the community access to 
locally produced food. 

“But we wanted to be sure that the 
community would support the idea. The 
response was an overwhelming yes, both 
from the eaters and the farmers. We are very 
excited about the project.” Cr Kirkham said.

Council surveyed the community late 
last year asking about the preferred 
locations, frequency of the market and 
day of the week. The response was 
very encouraging, with over 780 people 
completing the survey and the Facebook 
post reaching almost 29,000 people and 
attracting 344 comments.

So when and where do residents want 
a local Farmers’ Market? The majority 
of you want a Saturday morning weekly 
or fortnightly market at one of the City of 
Whittlesea’s heritage sites in the growth 
area of the municipality.

We also surveyed farmers and potential 
stallholders in the region, both within 
the boundaries of the City of Whittlesea 
and just beyond. Again, the support was 
fantastic, with over 30 potential stallholders 
expressing interest in the market with 
offerings such as beef, lamb, rabbit, free 
range pork, fruit and vegetables, honey, 
pasta, wine and much more! 

And to top off the overwhelmingly positive 
response, over 120 people have put their 
hand up to be involved in supporting a 
market as a volunteer. 

A local food hamper was offered as a prize 
to survey participants. Congratulations to 
Dave Coughlan of Wollert who won this 
tasty basket (pictured).

Watch this space for further 
announcements about the Farmers’ 
Market for Whittlesea. If you are interested 

in finding out more or would like to 
participate as a stallholder or volunteer, 
contact Annemaree Docking, Agribusiness 
Officer on  03) 9217 2593 or email 
agribusiness@whittlesea.vic.gov.au 

David Coughlan of Wollert receiving his local 
food hamper prize for  completing the online 
Farmers’ Market survey. 

Fauna Fact

BLACK FLOWER WASP 
Austroscolia soror

The Black Flower Wasp is a large (2.5 – 
3 centimetre), solitary black wasp with 
iridescent blue wings and spiny legs for 
digging. Adult wasps are nectar feeders 
and important pollinators of native 
plants, often seen moving between 
flowers in mid to late summer.

The body of a female flower wasp is 
adapted for digging through soil in 
search of scarab beetle larvae (curl 
grubs) to parasitise. The female will lay 
her eggs on a beetle, and the developing 
wasp larvae will eat it.

Female flower wasps are not aggressive 
and rarely sting. However, unlike bees, 
wasps can sting more than once and do 
not die afterwards.

Black Flower Wasp Austroscolia soror 
(previously Discolia soror).
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Time to control Thistles
Artichoke, Spear and Variegated Thistles will now be growing as rosettes, a stage 
that is particularly vulnerable to herbicide treatment. For further information, 
contact Katherine Whittaker, Environment Protection Officer on (03) 9217 2147.
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To sow, or 
not to sow, 
that is the 
question…

Focus on agriculture

At the time of Autumn break, the question 
of pasture renovation arises in many 
landholder’s minds. Given improving 
pasture is an expensive exercise, before 
you proceed, you should ask yourself a 
few key questions:

Is it necessary? 
Doing a complete pasture renovation 
is a big commitment of both time and 

money - you want to be sure that it really 
is necessary before proceeding. Perhaps 
you may just need to give the paddock a 
good rest to make the most of the seed 
bank that is already in the soil? Have you 
done a soil test? Perhaps addressing 
nutrient issues would improve the species 
composition of your pasture? 

What are you trying to achieve? 
Do you know what species are present 
in your pasture? Are you replacing them 
with varieties that are more suited to your 
enterprise? For example, many contractors 
or agronomists will recommend improving 
pastures that are largely native species, 
such as kangaroo grass and weeping 
grass. However, if you run horses, native 
grasses are ideal, as they are lower in 
sugars or non-structural carbohydrates 
(NSC’s) than improved species. Grasses 

high in NSC’s are directly linked 
to laminitis and equine metabolic 
syndrome, so while an agronomist may 
look at those NSC grasses and see low 
feed value, for the horse owner, it means 
the horse can graze safely all year 
around. 

Perhaps you’re looking for an annual 
weed break? Or to increase your 
carrying capacity for cattle or sheep 
grazing? Do you want to sow down a 
strong annual grass or brassica as a 
break to out compete the annual weeds 
and improve soil compaction before 
sowing down a perennial pasture the 
following year? Think through what you 
are trying to achieve carefully before 
you act and get good advice. 

Do you have the skills and 
equipment – or the right 
contractor?
Getting a good result when renovating 
pasture is dependent on the right 
equipment and skills, including the 
most appropriate preparation for the 
particular site and outcome. Minimum 
tillage is fantastic and conserves soil 
structure, biology and carbon, but is not 
appropriate for all situations. Equally, 
excessive cultivation or deep ripping in 
the wrong areas can lead to significant 
soil loss and erosion issues. Do your 
research and find the right advice and 
support before proceeding.

For more information, contact 
Annemaree Docking, Agribusiness 
Officer on (03) 9217 2593 
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Electric fencing – the 
flexible fencing solution
Electric fencing is a fantastic farm 
tool. It can be erected either as a 
permanent installation or as a temporary 
fencing solution. The City of Whittlesea 
recently conducted an Electric Fencing 
Basics workshop with Whittlesea’s 
new Rural Fence and Trade store, and 

representatives from Thunderbird. At this 
event, there were a few key tips that will 
keep your electric fencing running well 
and your valuable livestock safe.

1. Get your earthing right – don’t use 
rusty rods for earthing or poor clamps. 
Make sure the connection to your fence 
is excellent, and in dry weather give the 
earth rods a water occasionally to make 
sure the contact to earth is strong.

2. Use the right electric fencing unit for 
the job – whether it be a mains or solar 
unit, make sure it is sized appropriately 
to charge the fence you need. 

3. Use proper joins, post insulators and 
end assembly insulators – taking 
the time to be thorough in your set up 
will pay dividends in reducing future 
maintenance.

4. And speaking of maintenance – check 
your fence weekly with a voltage meter 

to make sure the voltage remains high 
enough to keep your animals off the 
fence, reducing damage and keeping 
stock safe. 

5. Fault detection – one of the most 
frustrating aspects of electric fencing is 
finding that elusive short!! Arm yourself 
with a good quality fault finder and 
strategically install isolating switches 
so you can narrow down the location 
of faults. This will make location and 
repair much easier.

6. Train your animals – get your stock 
used to electric fences early in life and 
make sure they pack a good punch 
so they know to stay away from them! 
Keep them well charged – it only takes 
a few days with no or low voltage for 
stock to test their boundaries.

7. Safety first – Remember that even 
though electric fencing is very safe as a 
rule, you still need to be careful in terms 
of fire risk and health risk to the public. 
Turn your fences off or to low on Total 
Fire Ban days and make sure electric 
fences that are close to the public (i.e. 
on road sides) are clearly signed.

Think through your pasture renovation plans carefully to ensure you get a good result.

Electric Fencing Basics workshop at Rural 
Fence and Trade, Whittlesea.
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Fauna Fact

THE SUPERB LYREBIRD

Menura novaehollandiae 

The Superb Lyrebird is a large ‘native 
pheasant’ found in forest and woodland 
habitats of south eastern Australia. 
Males build numerous display mounds 
throughout their territory, upon which they 
‘dance’ during the autumn breeding season 
for the females that may occupy the area. 

The Lyrebird is so called because of the 
beautiful ‘lyrates’ or tail feathers displayed 
by males during courtship. These 
feathers take 6 to 8 years to develop and 
are the reason the species was heavily 
hunted until the end of the 19th century.  
Although numbers are on the rise, threats 
to the species’ survival continue and 
include predation by fox/cat and habitat 
destruction (the result of both human and 
deer activities).

Lyrebird numbers are on the rise, but threats to 
their survival and habitat remain.

The Pest Plant Education 
and Compliance Program
The City of Whittlesea has an active Pest 
Plant Education and Compliance program. 
This program encourages residents to 
manage high-threat weeds for the benefit 
of their own land productivity, but also for 
the greater good of the rural community 
and environment. 

Each program usually commences well in 
advance of the control period for the target 
species to ensure works are complete 
prior to seed-set. Although not required 
under the law, landowners are first sent 
a Weed Advisory Notice as a courtesy, 
regardless of the size of the infestation. 
At this stage residents are encouraged to 
contact Council’s Environment Protection 
Officer to discuss management practices, 
seek advice and request a time extension 
where necessary. A Notice to Comply will 
follow if work is not undertaken during the 

designated time period. This is a legal 
document issued by an authorised officer 
directing the landowner to comply with 
the local law. In some circumstances, a 
request for more time to undertake control 
can still be granted at this stage.

In the majority of cases, landowners have 
already planned to undertake control and 
receive no further correspondence than an 
Advisory Notice or Notice to Comply. For 
a few properties however, where no work 
is undertaken or is deemed unsatisfactory, 
an Infringement will be issued as a last 
resort. 

If you wish to report a weedy property, 
provide feedback on Council’s pest 
plant program or request information on 
seasonal weed control, please contact 
Katherine Whittaker, Environment 
Protection Officer on (03) 9217 2147.
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Council is working to achieve landscape-scale management of weeds such as blackberry.

Focus on conservation

Call out for 
volunteers: 
SUPERB LYREBIRD SURVEY

Do you hear and/or see Lyrebirds on or 
near your property? Do you live in the 
Kinglake West, Humevale area or near the 
Toorourrong Reservoir? If the answer is yes, 
we need your help. Council is looking for 
volunteer monitoring sites for Whittlesea’s 
first annual Superb Lyrebird Survey. This 
program will build on an existing Lyrebird 
monitoring program run by Parks Victoria, 
expanding the area of monitoring into 

the Whittlesea municipality and help to 
understand the population and its threats 
within the broader region. 

There are 59 records of the Superb 
Lyrebird in Whittlesea, with most of these 
being concentrated in the Humevale and 
Kinglake West areas. We’re interested 
in finding out more about how our local 
Lyrebird population is faring, but also 
contributing to the ongoing, annual 
Parks Victoria surveys across Nillumbik, 
Murrindindi and Yarra Ranges. Registration 
is now open for the Parks Victoria Lyrebird 
Survey taking place in July.

In particular we’re looking for multiple 
properties occurring within 1km of each 
other for a technique known as ‘triangulation’, 
focusing on the morning call of male 
lyrebirds. Tony Fitzgerald (Parks Victoria) will 
host a workshop on survey techniques for 
those property owners who join the program, 
before the survey takes place. 

Volunteers will be contributing to an 
important program for an iconic species and 
helping keep track of our local biodiversity. 

For more information or to express 
your interest, please contact Ruth 
Marr, Council’s Biodiversity Planner on 
(03) 9217 2025.

Have you seen or heard the Superb Lyrebird 
on your property ? 
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Upcoming Events

Whittlesea’s 
Australian Bat Night

Friday 21 April, 2017 
7pm – 9pm
Tuttle Recreation Reserve Hall,  
523-525 Epping Road, Wollert

Join bat expert Robert Bender for a talk 
on the fascinating world of bats including, 
their diversity in Whittlesea, vital ecological 
role, and how we can protect their habitat. 
The presentation will be followed up by a 
short walk amongst the surrounding River 
Red Gums to see if we can locate them 
with hand held bat detectors.

Fungi Foray

Sunday 7 May, 2017 
9.30am – 12pm
Whittlesea Community Activity Centre 
57 Laurel St, Whittlesea

Join Geoff Lay of the Victorian Field 
Naturalists Club of Victoria on a guided 
walk and talk on one of the most 
biologically diverse groups on earth - 
fungi. We’ll learn about the vast range of 
fungi that exists in Whittlesea from the 
large and easy to observe to the tiny and 
delicate and maybe ones you’ve never 
even noticed before.

Please book in advance through 
www.eventbrite.com.au (search for the 
event) to secure your place and for 
catering purposes.

Further information is available at 
eventbrite or contact Ruth Marr, Council’s 
Biodiversity Planner on (03) 9217 2025.

White-striped Freetail Bat.
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Integrated Pest 
Management 
for horses
There are a number of basic integrated 
pest management techniques that can 
reduce internal parasites in horses and 
assist with maintaining good animal and 
land health.

1. Don’t overgraze – by grazing your 
paddocks below 10 cm ground cover, 
you encourage your horse to graze 
close to its own manure and increase the 
parasites animals ingest.

2. Rotate, harrow and cross graze – move 
animals frequently into fresh paddocks. 
This will reduce overgrazing, increase 
pasture growth and act as a host break 

for parasites. Spreading manure by 
harrowing exposes parasite eggs to 
sunlight and cleans the pastures. Cross 
grazing with another species – cattle, 
sheep, even chickens - also cleans 
pastures and creates a host break.

3. Faecal egg counts – faecal egg counts 
quantify the actual worm burden of your 
horse and lets you know if drenching 
is necessary. An egg count is cheaper 
than a worming paste, so is a cost 
effective management tool to reduce 
chemical use and drench resistance. 

4. Rotate worming pastes – make sure 
the active chemical in a rotating 
worming product is different, not just 
the brand name.

5. Love dung beetles – dung beetles help 
clean up pastures and process manure 
into the soil profile. Be careful of 
chemical use that may impact on dung 
beetle activity.

Integrated pest management helps reduce the exposure of your valuable animals to damaging 
internal parasites.
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Event review

Victorian Blackberry 
Taskforce & the 
Whittlesea Blackberry 
Action Group
On 19 January 2017, Council co-hosted 
a Victorian Blackberry Taskforce (VBT) 
presentation, attended by the newly formed 
Whittlesea Blackberry Action Group. 

The evening began with supper and a brief 
talk on sustainable land management and 
biodiversity protection incentives offered 
by Council and Melbourne Water to eligible 
rural landholders. This was met with great 
commendation from Lynn Coulston (Chair, 
VBT), who explained that in general, 
Victorian Councils offer very little financial 
incentive for sustainable land management. 
Landholders, the VBT and Council Officers 
engaged in a passionate discussion about 

roles and responsibilities, blackberry 
management techniques, and the status 
of research into a biological control.

Lynn and Barton of the VBT detailed 
the support their organisation provides 
and the many individual and community 
benefits of having a local action group. 
Some great case studies were presented, 
highlighting the success of Blackberry 
Action Groups across Victoria.

If you’re interested in joining this new 
community group, please contact 
Katherine Whittaker, Environment 
Protection Officer on (03) 9217 2147.

Lynn Coulston of the VBT talks with the new 
Whittlesea Blackberry Action Group.
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The next Rural News is July 2017.  Email editorial enquiries to: sustainability@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
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	Eden Park Bushfire Mitigation Plan

