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Eden Park 
Bushfire 
Mitigation 
Plan
The City of Whittlesea has received funding 
through Emergency Management Victoria 
to develop an action plan for bushfire 
mitigation activities and post-fire recovery 
treatments for the Eden Park area. 

Bushfire recovery can be a slow and 
frustrating process.  The aim of this 
project is to provide landowners with 
information before and after a fire event 
so that they can manage their land, 
pastures, soils, wildlife and vegetation in 
an informed manner.

Eden Park contains areas with steep 
topography that supports native 
vegetation on erosion prone soils. 
In the event of a bushfire, there is a 
high risk of substantial erosion taking 
place, with a significant environmental 
impact both for Eden Park and areas 
downstream. The area is largely made 
up of private properties ranging from 
less than a hectare to 200 hectares. With 
many different private landowners and 
government agencies, a coordinated 
approach is necessary to respond in an 
efficient and equitable way to ensure 
that resources are used for the greatest 
community benefit.

The Eden Park Bushfire Mitigation Plan 
will assess the natural values of Eden 
Park and the likely threats and impacts 
from a bushfire event. The experiences 
after Black Saturday and more recent 
fires will be used to inform the plan. The 

process of engaging with community and 
agency staff means that one of the key 
benefits of this project will be a cost-
effective strategy to reduce the social and 
environmental impact of severe fires.

The City of Whittlesea will be seeking 
input from all stakeholders including other 
government agencies and local residents. 

Council will hold workshops and provide 
opportunities for residents to comment 
on the draft plan.  If you would like to 
learn more about this project or would 
like to be involved, please contact James 
Booth, Team Leader Land Management 
& Biodiversity on (03) 9217 2323 or email 
james.booth@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

Land Management & Biodiversity Blog: get involved!

Council is excited to announce the launch of our new 
Land Management and Biodiversity Blog, and we 
want you to get involved. 

Visit the blog for event information, recent plant and 
animal sightings, seasonal land management prompts 
and all things agribusiness. Council Officers are still 
busy uploading news and useful links, but if you’d 
like to share some information, show off the critters 
on your bush block or need help with flora or fauna 
identification, visit the blog and get in touch today!

https://landmanagementweb.wordpress.com/ 

A bushfire mitigation plan is being developed for Eden Park.  
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New Land Management and 
Biodiversity Blog

Blackberry Action Group
Are you interested in joining a local Blackberry Action Group? Come along to a free evening 
event hosted by the Victorian Blackberry Taskforce on Thursday 19 January. To register your 
interest and for more information, email vbt@vicblackberrytaskforce.com.au. For all other 
Blackberry management advice, contact Council’s Environment Officer on (03) 9217 2147. 

Control Blackberries Now!
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Focus on agriculture

Treasures of our rural north 
THE COSTA MUSHROOM 
EXCHANGE
The Costa Mushroom Exchange site 
located in Cookes Road, Mernda has 
been a part of the local landscape since 
1976. Over the last 40 years it has grown 
to become the single largest mushroom 
farm in the southern hemisphere with the 
38 hectare site now producing up to 13 
million kilograms of mushrooms every 
year.  Providing employment for nearly 
650 people, the workforce is a model 
of cultural diversity, bringing together 
people from a large number of different 
nationalities and backgrounds.

Both Swiss Brown and White Mushrooms 
are grown at the site, with Costa closely 

controlling every aspect of the growing 
process, including spawn seed and 
compost production.  The mushrooms 
are all handpicked, graded for quality 
and then packed and delivered daily. 
Costa’s pre-packaging operation utilises 
state of the art robotic packing technology 
to ensure this occurs within 24 hours of 
harvest. Both loose and pre-packaged 
mushrooms in whole or pre-sliced 
punnets are supplied to major retailers 
and wholesale markets.

Costa’s Mushroom Exchange was a proud 
sponsor of this year’s City of Whittlesea 
Agribusiness Dinner and provided 
mushrooms as part of the showcase dinner.

For more information please go to 
costagroup.com.au/mushrooms
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Fauna Fact

A BUG’S WORST NIGHTMARE

Have you ever heard of the Common 
Dunnart (Sminthopsis murina)?  Despite 
its name, this small carnivorous marsupial 
is not common and needs our help to 
protect its habitat. 

Don’t be fooled by its tiny size, this 
species is a voracious predator of 
spiders and insects including, beetles 
and cockroaches.  They inhabit dry open 
forests with an understorey dominated 
by tussock grasses, logs and rocks that 
provide critical habitat elements.  

What can you do to help? Control 
exotic predators and/ or consider the 
introduction of artificial habitat such as 
concrete tiles and tin that can be used for 
shelter and protection from predators.

 

Every stage of the mushroom production process is carefully controlled and monitored to 
ensure a superior product.

Common Dunnart recorded sheltering under a 
concrete tile used to provide habitat. 
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Protecting Whittlesea’s 
values for future generations
Does your property have areas of high 
conservation or historical value? Are 
you interested in protecting these areas 
forever?  A Trust for Nature conservation 
covenant could be for you. 

Trust for Nature is a statutory body, 
established under the Victorian 
Conservation Trust Act 1972, whose 
objectives include the conservation 
of the land for public scientific and/ or 
educational purposes including: native 
plants and wildlife; ecological significance; 
and historical interest. 

The Trust has unique powers to make 
conservation agreements with landowners 
who voluntarily agree to have a covenant 
registered on title in perpetuity to ensure 
that the conservation values of that land 
are protected.  Across Victoria, more than 
1,300 covenants are now registered on title, 

protecting more than 60,000 hectares of 
habitat on private land.

In the City of Whittlesea, there are only two 
covenants registered on title protecting 
less than 100 ha of habitat on private land.  
Many more opportunities are available to 
protect Whittlesea’s unique landscapes, 
biodiversity and ecosystems remaining 
on private land.  Can you help to protect 
Whittlesea’s values in perpetuity?

The City of Whittlesea is planning to hold an 
information session on covenanting in mid-
2017, so stay tuned for further information. In 
the meantime, if you’d like to find out more 
about Trust for Nature covenants, please 
contact Council’s Biodiversity Planner, Ruth 
Marr, on (03) 9217 2025 or Trust for Nature 
Conservation Officer Isabella Amouzandeh 
on 0438 640 791. 
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Protected habitat under a Trust for Nature 
covenant.



Protecting Whittlesea’s 
values for future generations

Roads are shared spaces: respect other road 
users to reduce accidents.

Enjoying the ride this summer
Great weather and long days are a 
fantastic reason to enjoy a horse ride out 
on country roads. To ensure we enjoy 
our riding adventures safely, there are a 
few points that riders and drivers need to 
remember so we can all share the road 
happily.

A horse rider must obey the same road 
rules as other drivers, however there 
are also some road rules that apply 
specifically to riders.

• If you are under the age of 18, you must 
wear a helmet when riding on a horse on 
a road, footpath or any road-related area

• You can ride a horse on footpaths and 
nature strips, unless it is specifically 
prohibited. But, you must give way to 
pedestrians

• If you are riding beside another rider, 
you can’t ride more than 1.5 metres apart

• If you are using a vehicle that is being 
pulled by an animal (e.g. a horse 
carriage) at night, you must have: 
- two white lights visible for 200 metres 

on the front (one on each side) 

−- two red lights visible for 200 metres 
on the back (one on each side) 

- red reflectors on each side of the 
vehicle towards the back.

Be sure to prepare yourself and your 
horse for a road ride:

• Wear brightly coloured or reflective 
clothing

• Avoid low light conditions
• Ride in company where possible
• Train your horse to behave under 

the sometimes stressful conditions 
encountered on the road

• Carefully consider your abilities, your 
animal’s temperament and the route you 
plan to ride before taking to the road.

If you’re driving on country roads, you 
should expect to meet horse riders. 
Remember the road is a shared space. 
Horses can be unpredictable at times, so 
the best technique is to go slow and wide. 
Watch the rider and, if asked, come to a 
complete stop and even consider turning 
off the engine if the horse is anxious. 
Allow the animal to be moved to a safe 

distance for you to pass. Sounding the 
horn or being aggressive will often scare 
the horse further and create a dangerous 
situation for all involved.

Accidents can happen all too easily, but a 
little courtesy goes a long way. Be kind to 
each other so we can all enjoy our country 
roads this summer.

For more information please go to 
www.vicroads.vic.gov.au and search for 
‘animals’. 

Focus on conservationMonitoring pest grazing 
impacts on post fire 
bushland recovery
‘Wouldn’t it be interesting to build an 
exclusion plot to try to quantify the 
effects of excluding grazing by native 
and feral animals in the bush?’ is how 
a chat with Sue Apted began. Sue 
explained she was concerned about 
the impact of growing numbers of deer 
and kangaroo on the bush understorey 
and that she wanted to ‘observe the 

differences between grazed and non-
grazed bush areas’ on her property.

Sue’s Arthurs Creek property straddles 
the Whittlesea-Nillumbik border.  The 
bush remnants on her property were 
impacted by Black Saturday back-
burning operations, with ecologists 
twice surveying the area post fire to 
record species.  In consultation with an 

ecologist, a trial has been developed 
to investigate the impact non-domestic 
grazing animals are having on plant 
composition in these recovering remnant 
bush areas.

Two 25 metre square plots have been 
constructed using 1.8 metre high stock 
mesh fencing with rabbit proof mesh 
attached at the bottom. One trial plot has 
been established on Whittlesea land and 
one on Nillumbik land, with each trial plot 
containing an adjacent unfenced control 
‘plot’ which is delineated by four corner 
posts. The fenced plots are designed so 
deer and kangaroos can see the other 
side and are tall enough to discourage 
them from entering.

The City of Whittlesea partially funded 
one of the fenced plots through the 
Environmental Works Grant Program, 
whilst the second plot was funded by 
Nillumbik Shire. An initial benchmarking 
survey was undertaken at the time the 
fenced plots were established and 
regular spring monitoring is planned.

For further information contact Council’s 
Sustainable Land Management Officer, 
Mark Williams on (03) 9217 2471.
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Fenced plot ready for monitoring.
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Event review

Soil testing – 
understanding 
the numbers
The City of Whittlesea together with the 
Department of Economic Development, 
Jobs, Transport and Resources (DEDJTR) 
recently presented the Understanding 
Your Soil Test workshop series.

In the first session, Brad Costin, a 
DEDJTR Land Management Extension 
Officer, instructed participants on how to 
undertake a representative soil test of a 
paddock and what to look out for when 
collecting samples. This included areas to 
avoid which may skew results, how many 
10 centimetre cores you need and how to 
send off samples to be analysed.

Soil corers to undertake the sampling 
and information on accredited soil testing 
laboratories were provided to participants.

Participants returned a few weeks later 
with their results for interpretation and 
group discussion about what the numbers 
actually meant. Advice was provided on 
how different soil amendments change 
the soil chemistry and can change the 
nutrient availability for uptake by plants.

Further workshops will be delivered to 
build the knowledge and understanding 
of sustainable farming and land 
management practices. For more 
information contact Council’s Land 
Management Team on (03) 9217 2471.

Upcoming Event

Electric fencing basics
Saturday 28 January, 2017 
9.30am
Rural Fence and Trade, 34 Beech St, 
Whittlesea

Electric fencing is one of the most 
effective methods of stock control we can 
use on our farms, allowing us to set up 
a range of innovative land management 
systems, such as rotational, cell and strip 
grazing, vegetation protection or pest 
exclusion. However, it can be confusing 
and frustrating to set up to best effect if 
you don’t know the basics.

Join us at Rural Fence and Trade in 
Whittlesea to learn the basics to setting 
up and maintaining your electric fencing. 
We will discuss design, the latest products 
and get our hands dirty learning practical 
electric fencing skills. 

To register or for more details contact 
Annemaree Docking, Council’s 
Agribusiness Officer, on (03) 9217 2593 
or  annemaree.docking@whittlesea.vic.
gov.au 

Brad Costin demonstrating soil testing techniques 
to workshop participants. 

Join us to learn how to take the frustration out 
of setting up your electric fencing system.
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Soil testing – a powerful 
management tool
The City of Whittlesea recently hosted the 
Understanding Your Soil Test workshop 
series, which was a great opportunity for 
local landholders to get an introduction to 
the power of soil testing. 

Why should you test your soils? How can 
a soil test inform your land management 
practices?

Healthy, productive soils are friable, 
provide water and nutrients and are 
biologically active. Soil testing reveals 
to us the chemical properties of our soil 
and give us an indication of the physical 
and biological aspects. They give us an 
insight into the current status of the soil 
and can clarify the best management 
options to nurture soil health and 
productivity. Soil testing should be 
considered in conjunction with actual 
observation of our soil systems – look at 
ground cover, observe what is growing 
where, pay attention to the fungi, insects 
and worms – dig a hole to look and feel 
your soils physical properties. Coupled 
with this real hands on knowledge, a 
regular soil testing program can help 

us develop a better understanding of 
our soils and the effects of our land 
management decisions over time.

If you would like more information about 
conducting a soil testing program on your 
property, contact Annemaree Docking, 
Council’s Agribusiness Officer, on  
(03) 9217 2593 or  annemaree.docking@
whittlesea.vic.gov.au 

Observe and test your soils for the best land 
management outcomes.
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The next Rural News is April 2017.  Email editorial enquiries to: sustainability@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
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