
Draft Bushfire Management 
Local Planning Policy

LOBED NEEDLE GRASS 

Nassella charruana 

LOBED NEEDLE-grass (LNG) Nassella 
charruana is a tussock forming spear 
grass that grows to approximately one 
metre high. It germinates and actively 
grows over autumn and winter and drops 
its seed over summer and autumn. Locally, 
LNG starts to drop seed from October 
onwards. LNG is unpalatable to stock and 
is often noticeable as dark green tussocks 
surrounded by short pasture (image 1).

The narrow, in-rolled leaves of LNG grow 
from the plant base. The tough leaves 

feel a bit like nylon and can ‘squeak’ if you 
squeeze the leaves between thumb and 
forefinger and pull firmly. The ‘lobed’ seeds 
(image 2) are 4-10 millimetres long with a 
bristle-like tail (the awn), which is 45-85 
millimetres long. 

Like most needle-grasses, LNG readily 

invades highly disturbed areas, 
particularly fertile agricultural land (image 
3). This species is largely restricted to the 
Whittlesea municipality. If you know or 
suspect Lobed needle-grass is on your 
property, please contact Councils Land 
Management Team on 9217 2147 for 
further advice.

Have your say on the proposed Bushfire Management Local Planning Policy.
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HAVE YOUR SAY
AS PART of the state government’s 
response to recommendations from the 
Victorian Bushfire Royal Commission, the 
City of Whittlesea has prepared a new 
Bushfire Management Local Planning 
Policy (Amendment C198).  A key part 
of the proposed policy is to direct new 

different to the controls that apply to the 
building permit stage.  This leaves a gap in 
planning guidance for land that is at risk of 
bushfire and / or grassfire.  

The proposed Bushfire Management 
Local Planning Policy will fill that gap and 
outlines planning guidelines across six 
areas: strategic and settlement planning, 
subdivisions, land management, siting 
and design, water supply and utility, and 
access. The proposed policy only applies in 
instances when a planning permit application 
is already required by the Whittlesea 
Planning Scheme i.e. it does not apply 
additional planning controls on any property. 

You may inspect the Amendment C198 
documents online at www.delwp.vic.gov.
au/public-inspection or by visiting the 
Council Offices, 25 Ferres Boulevard, 
South Morang.  

Written submissions need to be made by 
14 October 2016 and addressed to City 
of Whittlesea, Locked Bag 1, Bundoora 
MDC VIC 3083. You must give your name 
and contact address, and clearly state 
the grounds on which the amendment is 
supported or opposed and indicate what 
changes (if any) you wish to make.

To discuss the amendment in further detail, 
please contact Victor Ng, Senior Planning 
Policy Officer on 9217 2498 or email 
victor.ng@whittlesea.vic.gov.au 

development to areas of lower bushfire risk 
and avoid locations where bushfire risk 
cannot be reduced to an acceptable level. 
The proposed policy will also assist Council 
in discretionary decision-making on planning 
applications where fire risk is a consideration. 

Planning controls that apply to the planning 
application stage of a development are 

Seasonal weed control
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1.  Unpalatable Lobed needle-grass 
infestation.   

2. ‘Lobed’ seed with 
bristle-like tail. 

 3. Lobed needle-grass. 
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AROONA PRODUCE is a small family 
enterprise operating on 87 hectares just 
outside of Whittlesea. The aim of the farm 
is to produce high quality 100 percent 
grass fed beef, holding the wellbeing of 
their animals and the health of their land 
as paramount. The desire to farm in this 
way has led Ward and Danielle Morel 

down the path of marketing their product 
directly to people who care about what 
they are eating, how the animals are 
raised and the environmental impact of 
their eating choices. 

“We have been breeding Red Angus and 
Charolais Red Angus X for nearly eight 
years and have put a huge amount of 
work into the environmental management 
of the property. We have planted 
thousands of trees, improved our pastures 
and invested in soil health through the 

Your native bush can generate income.
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use of compost and minimum tillage 
techniques. We have put our heart and 
soul into this farm,” Ward said.

“We wanted to spend more time on the 
farm with our family, as well as share our 
story and values with our customers. We 
also saw the opportunity to take control 
of our supply chain and market directly to 
the community, so only a few months ago, 
our journey as Aroona Produce began,” 
says Danielle.

And the response from the community 
has been overwhelming. “There has been 
great interest in our product and fantastic 
local support. We are really excited 
about the future and are investigating 
diversifying further by direct marketing the 
lamb we also produce here and possibly 
introducing free range pigs.”

For more information about buying beef 
direct from Aroona, contact Ward and 
Danielle on 0434 585 496 or you can ‘like’ 
Aroona Produce on Facebook.

Treasures 
of our rural 
north 
BUILDING ON EXPERIENCE – 
AROONA PRODUCE

Focus on agriculture

Become a citizen scientistExplore a new income 
stream for your land

Threatened and secretive Bibron’s Toadlet 
Pseudophryne bibroni.

FROG CENSUS

YOU DON’T need to be a scientist to 
contribute to citizen science programs. 
These programs are becoming 
increasingly important for collecting 
data on local biodiversity values.

A long running citizen science program 
is Melbourne Water’s Frog Census. 
The community collected data is 
used to inform management of frog 
populations and raise awareness of 
waterway health. It’s fun and easy; 
simply record a frog call and send it 
to frogs@melbournewater.com.au. 
Melbourne Water uses a professional 
ecologist to identify species. 

Also, stay tuned for the imminent 
launch of the Frog Census app. More 
information is available at www.
melbournewater.com.au/frogcensus.  
Hop to it and join in the fun!
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ARE YOU interested in protecting your 
bush and making money from it? Native 
vegetation credits can be generated 
on your property and sold to a permit 
holder for the removal of native vegetation 
elsewhere.  This is known as a third party 
offset. There are rules for offset sites 

around site eligibility, security and how 
gain from the site is calculated. 

To register native vegetation credits, 
your property must be assessed by an 
accredited assessor, and a management 
plan developed which quantifies the types 
and quantities of credits available. Some 
native vegetation brokers can organise 
to do this free of charge. To generate a 
credit you will be required to:

• Enter into a permanent on-title 
agreement which protects the site, and 
prevents threatening processes such 
as development, subdivision, fire wood 
collection, grazing etc, from occurring 
on the site 

• Agree to implement a ten year active 
offset management plan which 
maintains or improves the quality of 
your native vegetation 

• Provide annual or periodic reports on 
the progress of your management plan 
and allow the responsible agency to 
inspect your progress as required. 

If you’re interested in generating 
native vegetation credits, register your 
interest with a Bushbroker accredited 
organisation.  

For more information go to 
www.delwp.vic.gov.au  
(Search native vegetation offsets) or 
www.trustfornature.org.au  
(Search environmental markets).

2



Our climate – be prepared

The four climate drivers depicted as dogs 
in DPI’s climate education program.
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CONNECTIVITY REFERS to the degree 
to which all the patches of vegetation 
are connected to one another across a 
landscape.   

Larger patches of vegetation (typically 
in reserves) importantly provide greater 
habitat and food resources for wildlife, 
support greater biodiversity and allow 
plants and animals greater opportunities 
for outbreeding which keeps population 
genetics strong and resilient.

Historical land clearing has led to 
landscapes being dotted with a mosaic 

Connecting the dots
of small and large patches of vegetation, 
individual trees, vegetated road reserves 
and watercourses which may not 
necessarily be connected to each other. 
Without these patches being connected, 
the plants and animals of these small 
patches are vulnerable to being wiped out.

Improving the connectedness of 
vegetation across your property can 
be achieved by planting shelterbelts, 
revegetating between paddock trees and 
plantings to complement and link up with 
roadside and watercourse vegetation. 

Focus on conservation

Planting for connectivity also provides shelter for livestock on this rural property. Plants and fencing 
funded through Council’s Environmental Works Grants Program..

WEATHER IN Victoria is influenced by four 
main climate drivers.

El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO): El 
Niño drives moisture away from Australia with 
La Niña bringing moisture from the east. 

Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD): A positive 
IOD has a drying effect whereas a 
negative IOD favours rain that comes with 
moisture from the north. 

Southern Annular Mode (SAM) and 
Sub-tropical Ridge: their combination 
determines the likelihood of rain during 
winter and spring.

In past years, the climate has been drier 
than normal with reduced rainfall attributed 
to a strong El Niño. This year, May to July 
was Australia’s third-wettest on record, 
bringing long awaited rain all across 
Victoria. During negative IOD events, 
southern Australia typically experiences 
above average winter–spring rainfall and 
cooler than average daytime temperatures. 
For the coming spring, continued negative 

IOD combined with the possibility of a 
weak La Niña will favour more rain in some 
areas of Victoria including Whittlesea.

We cannot influence these climatic drivers 
but being informed about their behaviour 
will ensure farmers are prepared. In 
addition to these drivers, we must also 
consider the impact of climate change 
into the future, with temperatures 
continuing to rise, bringing more frequent 
hot days and rainfall patterns tending 
more to spring months. Although this year 
rain will be plentiful, according to Meat 
and Livestock Australia there are three 
steps a farmer can use to prepare for 
future climate variability:

1. Monitor soil moisture, pasture growth, 
feed demand, feed reserves and 
medium to long-term climate forecasts

2. Develop flexible strategies with clear 
trigger points depending on the level 
of risk you are prepared to take, the 
structure and environment in which the 
enterprise operates

3. Stick to the plan and make decisions 
early if trigger points are met.

For more details on how Victoria’s 
climate is influenced, go to 
www.agriculture.vic.gov.au and search 
‘Climate Dogs’. The Bureau of Meteorology 
monitor climate developments with 
information on El Niño/La Niña and 
IOD released every fortnight, giving 
farmers a tool to stay informed about 
future outcomes which can be found at 
www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso.  You 
can also contact Council’s Agribusiness 
Officer, Annemaree Docking on 9217 2593.

The benefits aren’t limited to providing 
connectivity for wildlife. Shelterbelts and 
plantings increase farm productivity 
through the provision of shade and 
shelter on farms, protecting soils from 
wind erosion, providing habitat for 
beneficial insects and microbats, and 
mitigating against erosion. Furthermore, 
there’s growing evidence that plantings 
on rural properties also increase the 
property values.

To provide maximum benefits, 
landowners should consider utilising a 
range of plant species to replicate the 
structure of the bush and increase the 
habitat value of the corridor through the 
installation of nest boxes and hollow logs. 

Council’s Environmental Works 
Grants Program (EWGP) can 
provide funding assistance for 
fencing and indigenous plants. The 
Program opens for applications from 
1 September: visit Council’s website 
www.whittlesea.vic.gov.au and search 
Environmental Grants.   

Contact Mark Williams on 9217 2471 
mark.williams@whittlesea.vic.gov.au for 
further information.
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Beware of laminitis 
this Spring
A BUMPER spring means all horse owners 
should be on the lookout for laminitis. 

What is laminitis?
Laminitis is a painful condition of the feet 
often caused by the high sugars in lush 
spring grass. Disruption of normal blood flow 
to the foot causes swelling of the laminae. In 
severe cases, the pedal bone can rotate and 
may come through the sole of the hoof.

Laminitis can be acute or chronic. In acute 
cases, symptoms appear quickly and 
severely. Chronic cases appear gradually 
and are usually relapses from acute 
episodes.

Acute laminitis symptoms  
• Reluctance to move / lameness
• Abnormal gait - ‘heel before toe’
• Laminitis stance - weight shifted to 

hindlimbs with the forelimbs stretched out 
in front

• Hot feet with a ‘thumping’ pulse in the 
pastern

• Pain in front of the point of frog when 
pressure is applied.

Chronic laminitis symptoms
• Rings in the hoof wall wider at heel than toe
• Bruised soles
• Widening white line / seedy toe / 

abscesses
• Dropped soles / flat feet
• ‘Aladdin slipper’ hoof due to faster growth 

at the heels than at the toe
• Laminitic ponies often have a large neck 

crest which feels firmer in the early stages 
of the disease.

What should I do if my horse has these 
symptoms?
• Call your vet - laminitis is a medical 

emergency.
• Before the vet arrives:
• Removing horse from grass
• Stable on deep bedding (not straw)
• Remove food (but do not remove water)
• Encourage horse to lie down to take 

pressure off the feet.

ANNUAL AGRIBUSINESS DINNER 
‘BUILDING A HEALTHY ECONOMY 
FROM THE BOTTOM UP’

GREAT LOCAL food and two fantastic 
speakers were an excellent reason to 
gather the Whittlesea farming community 
together to celebrate the second annual 
City of Whittlesea Agribusiness Dinner 
– ‘Building a Healthy Economy from the 
Bottom Up’. 

Over 100 local farmers and supporters 
came together at the Growling Frog 
Golf Course to hear from Anthony 
Flaccavento, Virginian organic vegetable 
grower and author of ‘Building a Healthy 

Economy from the Bottom Up’. Anthony 
spoke about the huge potential farming 
and agriculture has to underpin local 
economic growth for rural communities 
and the exciting work going on around 
the world, particularly in the USA.

Dr Rob Faggian from Deakin University’s 
Centre for Regional and Rural Futures 
followed this with his unique insight 
into climate, land capability and local 
agricultural potential, including the 
Land Capability Assessment that has 
commenced in the municipality.

All this plus a fabulous local menu! 
95 percent was donated or sourced 
from the amazing local farmers and 
manufacturers of this municipality. 
Contributors included Cloverly Pastoral, 
Top Hundred Acres, Merri Merri Olives, 
Apteds Orchards, Merriang Park, 
Mernda Mushroom Farm, Johnson’s 
Potatoes, Chris’s Dips, Floridia Cheese, 
Jalna Yoghurt, Slades Soft Drinks and 
Melbourne Polytechnic.

To remain informed about upcoming 
local Agribusiness events, contact 
the Agribusiness Officer, Annemaree 
Docking on 03 9217 2593.

A true celebration of local 
food and farming

Stance when laminitis 
in all four feet.

Stance when laminitis 
in front feet.

Local food, local community – a great evening 
had by all.
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Spring event series

Mark Williams – 9217 2471 or mark.williams@whittlesea.vic.gov.au
Annemaree Docking – 9217 2593 or annemaree.docking@whittlesea.vic.gov.au

THE CITY of Whittlesea is holding a series of Spring workshops for rural 
landholders.  For further information or to register your interest please contact the 
Council officer listed below. 

ecology of forest mosses and related plants 
within the City of Whittlesea.  
Contact: Mark Williams.

Planning for success – building your 
agricultural business
Contact: Annemaree Docking.

NOVEMBER

Farm biosecurity 
Learn about animal health, parasites, 
weeds and your legal responsibility. 
Contact: Annemaree Docking.

DECEMBER

Introduction to electric fencing 
Contact: Annemaree Docking.

SEPTEMBER 

Environmental Works Grant Program 
Apply online by 30 November on Council’s 
website (search Environmental Grants).  
Contact: Mark Williams.

OCTOBER

Understanding your soils
Two half day workshops on interpreting 
soil tests and better understanding your 
soil.   
Contact: Mark Williams.  

Bryophytes of Whittlesea
29 October: A presentation and guided 
field walk by ecologist Dr Matt Dell on the 

IMAGES:  www.vetstream.co.uk
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