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Lobed Needle Grass on the move.
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THE CITY of Whittlesea has formally 
requested the Victorian Government to 
reinstate funding to eradicate the noxious 
weed Lobed needle grass (LNG), which 
threatens agricultural productivity in the 
municipality.  

The Department of Economic Development, 
Jobs Transport and Resources (DEDJTR) 
have stated that LNG cannot be eradicated 
from Victoria.  Council disagrees with 
DEDJTR’s position because of the weed’s 
limited distribution mostly within the City 
of Whittlesea and is advocating for state 
government funding to support Council-led 
eradication works.  

Lobed needle grass Nassella charruana is 
declared under the Catchment and Land 
Protection (CaLP) Act (1994) as a state 
prohibited weed, with eradication works 
on private property the responsibility of 
the state government.  It is closely related 
to better known weeds such as Chilean 
Needle Grass Nasella neesiana and 
Serrated Tussock Nassella trichotoma, 
often regarded as two of the worst pasture 
weeds in Australia.

If you suspect that you may have LNG on 
your property and need help to identify 
it, please contact Katherine Whittaker, 
Council’s Environmental Protection Officer 
on 9217 2147. If you own a property 
that previously participated in the state 
government’s LNG eradication program, 
please call Council on 9217 2147 to 
discuss past eradication efforts and 
planned future control works.

To further support rural land holders, 
Council will soon release a LNG fact sheet 
and facilitate a workshop in time for a 
spring control campaign. The spring 2016 
edition of Rural News will contain further 
information on identification and control of 
this plant.

Grass a threat to 
landholders

First officially recorded in Australia in 1995 
from a specimen found in Thomastown, 21 
years later 94 per cent of all LNG records 
in Victoria are found within the City of 
Whittlesea, mainly in Epping, Mernda and 
Donnybrook. 

According to Agriculture Victoria, the 
potential distribution of LNG in Australia 
has been estimated to be 600,000 
hectares, with a substantial area of 
Victoria at risk.  LNG has the potential to 
cause major economic and environmental 
damage in the City of Whittlesea as it 
forms dense competitive infestations in 
open woodlands and pastures.  

WHAT CAN YOU DO?
The City of Whittlesea is currently 
assessing the distribution of LNG within 
the municipality and to aid this process, 
land managers are asked to check their 
properties for the weed.  LNG is a tussock 
forming grass that grows up to one metre 
high. It grows on clay soils preferring wet 
depressions; however it can also be found 
growing on stony rises. 

Fauna Fact

The pupal case of a Rain Moth.

RAIN MOTH 

Trictena atripalpis

Have you ever noticed one of these 
sticking out of the ground and 
wondered what it is?

This is the pupal case of a large moth 
known as a Rain Moth, named due 
to its habit of appearing just before a 
major downpour of rain. The females of 
this species can have a wingspan up to 
16 centimetres.

The caterpillars of this species live in 
tunnels under the ground and feed on 
the roots of native trees such as River 
Red Gums and is one of the species 
that fishermen call Bardi Grubs.
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$20,000 FINE FOR SOIL DUMPING

A WHITTLESEA landowner has been fined 
$20,000 in the Melbourne Magistrates 
Court for allowing soil to be dumped 
on his rural property without a planning 
permit. 

There are a number of issues associated 
with importing fill onto your property and 
these can cause management issues long 
after the trucks have gone. 

Depending on the planning zone or 
overlay that affects your property and the 
reason for importing fill, this action may be 
prohibited under the Whittlesea Planning 
Scheme or require a planning permit. 

IS THIS THE KIND OF FILL FOR 
WHAT YOU NEED? 
It is very common for earthmoving 
companies to approach landowners 
with offers of FREE clean fill or to pay 
landowners to accept the fill. Fill is offered 
free for a reason: it is a waste product 
that is expensive to dispose of legally and 
could contain weeds or contaminants 

such as asbestos. Dealing with 
these resultant issues could be more 
expensive and time consuming than 
paying a $20,000 fine. 

It may seem like a great idea to fill in 
some wet depressions or even eroded 
areas in the paddock but where will the 
water divert to?  It may cause drainage 
trouble for you or a neighbour. If the 
natural flow of water is interrupted it 
may even cause future erosion. 

To find out if you need a permit, avoid 
possible fines and expensive land 
management works, give the City of 
Whittlesea’s Planning Services a call 
on 9217 2170. For land management 
advice contact the Council’s Land 
Management Team on 9217 2471.
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Dumping 
doesn’t pay

PHOTO: City of Whittlesea

This illegal soil dumping site was quickly 
closed down by Council officers.

Seasonal weed control

A cluster of Pattersons Curse rosettes (left) and 
Variegated Thistle (right). 

KNOW YOUR ROSETTES

In late autumn, many of the species 
listed under Council’s Pest Plant Local 
Law will begin their growth cycle, 
germinating and forming small ‘rosettes’. 
Controlling Artichoke Thistle, Scotch 
Thistle, Spear Thistle, Patterson’s Curse 
and Variegated Thistle while they’re 
in the rosette stage will yield the best 
results, saving time and money down 
the track. At the rosette stage, these 
species are actively growing and the 
robust tap-root is still developing. This 
renders the plants most susceptible 
to herbicide application. Rosettes 
can be ‘chipped-out’ in smaller-scale 
infestations, however, take care to 
ensure all root material is removed 

PHOTOS: City of Whittlesea

THE NATIONAL Livestock Identification 
System is Australia’s system for the 
permanent identification and tracking of 
livestock for market access, food safety 
and disease control.

A Property Identification Code or PIC is 
an eight character code which identifies 
a livestock producing property. Victorian 
PICs begin with the number three, followed 
by four letters and three more numerals, for 
example 3ABCD123. The first two letters 
identify the municipality of the property.

If you have livestock you are required by 
law to have a PIC for the properties on 
which you graze livestock. This includes 
cattle, sheep, goats, pigs, camelids, deer, 
horses, more than 100 poultry or 10 emus 
or ostriches. All livestock businesses 
(saleyards, cattle scales, abattoirs, 
knackeries and stock agents) must have a 
PIC. Some plant producing properties are 
also now required to have a PIC. There is 
no cost to apply for or update a PIC.

The purpose of property identification 
is partly for tracing and controlling 

Property Identification Codes 
WHO SHOULD HAVE THEM AND WHY?

disease and residue problems that may 
be detected after leaving the farm, but 
also for locating properties and owners 
that have livestock when an outbreak of a 
disease that may threaten their enterprise 
is detected in their area. Traceability 
systems provide confidence to consumers 
in domestic and overseas markets that the 
products they buy are of good quality.

PICs are allocated to land operating as part 
of one livestock enterprise. As long as the 
land on which the livestock are kept is in the 
same locality (in the same or neighbouring 
municipality) then both blocks of land can 
be covered by the ‘home’ PIC. This includes 
agistment and leased land.

To apply for a PIC you have three options:

1. Apply online at agriculture.vic.gov.au 
(search for Property Identification Code)

2. Download an application form from 
agriculture.vic.gov.au (search for 
Property Identification Code)

3. Contact the PIC Helpline on 1800 678 779 
to have a form mailed or faxed to you. 

Focus on agriculture

PIC’s are an important part of the National 
Livestock Identification System.

To cover agistment or livestock on leased 
land within the same locality as the ‘home’ 
PIC, contact the PIC hotline on 1800 678 
779 or follow ‘how to apply for a PIC’ 
information online at agriculture.vic.gov.au 
(search for Property Identification Code). 
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TO ENSURE your first or next revegetation 
project is a success, the following 
guidelines and simple steps should be 
incorporated into your planning.

1. Select the right plants for the right 
location

Select species that are native to the local 
area as they will be best adapted to the 
local soil and climate. A local indigenous 
nursery will best be able to supply these 
plants. Select plants for your project based 

on the area to be planted and where they 
naturally occur in the bush. For example 
if plants naturally occur in gullies; plant 
them in gullies. Ensure you select a range 
of species of shrubs and trees just as they 
occur naturally in the bush.

2. Preparation, preparation, 
preparation

Preparing the area to be planted should be 
commenced well in advance of planting. 
Weeds and pasture grasses provide 

competition and can smother seedlings 
- chipping out or spraying weeds will 
provide a weed free zone around your 
seedlings, giving them the greatest 
chance of establishing. Ripping can be 
beneficial to break up heavy compacted 
ground but should be limited to flat ground 
to minimise erosion problems. If you have 
livestock, ensure protective fencing is 
established prior to planting. Plant over the 
cooler months after the autumn break to 
allow plants to establish before the hot dry 
months of the year.

3. Maintenance, monitoring and 
protection of plantings from 
grazing/browsing animals

Keep a weed free buffer around the plants 
for as long as possible and carefully 
remove weedy plants from inside the 
guards. Regularly check on seedlings to 
ensure they are still being protected by 
their guards from rabbits.

For further information on revegetation 
and suitable species for your property, 
or to receive a free copy of Council’s 
Revegetation Guidelines fact sheet, 
contact Mark Williams on 9217 2471 or  
mark.williams@whittlesea.vic.gov.au 

Focus on conservation

Living off the 
grid a great 
decision

Guidelines for 
successful revegetation

The Traynor property RAPS.

To ensure successful plantings, ongoing monitoring and maintenance is required. 
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MARK AND Marie Traynor live on a 
picturesque property in the hills of 
Beveridge with magnificent views and a 
beautiful home - which has been completely 
off grid since they built 18 years ago.

“Our decision was partly environmental, 
partly economic,” Mark said, “To connect 
the power was going to cost $20,000. Solar 
back then wasn’t as cheap as today, but it 
was still a better financial option.” 

The Traynor’s installed a solar and wind 
remote area power system (RAPS). Their 
set up consists of 1.2kw solar and 1.2kw 
wind turbine plus battery storage and a 
backup generator.  

“The RAPS cost $28,000 to install less a 
$7,000 renewable rebate so it was virtually 
the same cost plus no ongoing bills or 

carbon emissions. It was clearly the better 
choice. Now you can get solar for as little 
as $1/watt, so we have increased our solar 
capacity.”

Mark has updated the system with new gel 
batteries for the first time after 18 years. 
The new lithium ion technology is still too 
expensive for RAPS.

MARK’S TIPS FOR BEGINNERS

1.  Size your system to your needs as 
accurately as possible. It’s good to 
have more than enough but a waste to 
go significantly over. 

2.  All systems need some maintenance. 
For example, wind generators need 
bearing changes every five years and 
the connection for solar needs to be 
checked every three months.

3.  If you want to add more panels they 
should be similar ratings. Mix and 
match doesn’t work well.

4.  Have generator backup. You may 
experience two weeks of foggy weather 
with not much sun or wind at all – it’s 
rare, but it happens.

5.  Wind generator towers are expensive. 
Look at alternatives. Mark bought a 
secondhand power pole for $75.

6.  If considering wind power, do your 
research to ensure there is enough wind 
to make it worthwhile.



Building 
a healthy 
economy from 
the bottom up
ANNUAL AGRIBUSINESS 
DINNER

Anthony Flaccavento.

THE CITY of Whittlesea presented a special 
biodiversity event, Nocturnal Neighbours, to 
highlight the range of animals getting around 
under cover of darkness in April.

The scene was set when microbats began 
flying around grabbing some dinner just 
as attendees similarly turned up to grab a 
bite to eat before the presentations began. 
Environmental educator and consultant 

John Harris informed the group about the 
range of nocturnal animals that avoid our 
detection, including: geckos, owls, frogs, 
bats, small mammals and possums.

Council’s Biodiversity Planner Ruth Marr 
then highlighted one of our most threatened 
and elusive nocturnal neighbours the 
Brush-tailed Phascogale. Ruth discussed 
simple steps rural landholders can take to 
increase its chance of survival including 
installing nest boxes, not tidying up woody 
debris and keeping cats confined.

The night was very well received with 
almost all the 40 attendees joining John for 
a spotlighting walk following the talks.

To be informed about similar events in 
the future, sign up to Council’s bi-monthly 
e-newsletter on local sustainability 
programs and events by emailing 
sustainability@whittlesea.vic.gov.au with 
“Subscribe to What’s Happening” in the 
subject line.

Our nocturnal neighbours

Common nocturnal neighbour Brush Tailed 
Possum. 
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Monitor vital signs of sick or injured horses to 
ensure their condition is not deteriorating and timely 
veterinary assistance is provided.  
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KNOWING HOW to check your 
horse’s vital signs and what is 
normal allows you to identify illness 
and distress. For information 
or advice on how to measure a 
horse’s vital signs, or if you have 
any doubts about your horse’s 
health, contact your local equine 
vet. 

Horses:
the vital signs

THE CITY of Whittlesea Agribusiness 
Program is excited to announce two 
inspiring speakers for our annual 
Agribusiness dinner event – ‘Building a 
healthy economy from the bottom up’ - on 
Saturday 13 August at the Growling Frog 
Golf Course.

Anthony Flaccavento is an organic farmer 
near Abingdon, Virginia, USA and author 
of ‘Building a Healthy Economy from 
the Bottom Up: Harnessing Real World 
Experience for Transformative Change’.  
Anthony is dedicated to catalysing and 

supporting 
ecologically 
healthy regional 
economies and 
food systems.  He 
has been working 
on community, 
environmental 
and economic 
development in 
the Appalachian 
region for the past 
27 years.

Dr Robert 
Faggian is an Associate Professor with 
Deakin University’s Centre for Regional 
and Rural Futures and a leader in 
research of land capability, agriculture 
and climate impact. The City of Whittlesea 
Land Capability Assessment, which is 
being completed through an industry 
partnership scholarship with Deakin, 
is a key project that will underpin the 
sustainable development of agribusiness 
in the municipality.

The dinner will also showcase locally 
produced food and wine from the City of 
Whittlesea and Melbourne’s north.

Join us for a fascinating evening. Tickets 
are available from the City of Whittlesea 
website whittlesea.vic.gov.au or by 
contacting Annemaree Docking, 
Agribusiness Officer, on 9217 2593.

Upcoming Event

Normal in adult  
horses at rest How to measure

Temperature 37 – 38oC The thermometer is inserted into the horse’s 
rectum. Read temperature after one minute.

Pulse/Heart 
Rate 

Approximately 38 bpm 
(beats per minute)

The pulse can be found under the jaw or the 
underside of the dock. The easiest way is by 
locating a stethoscope on the near side of the 
chest, behind the elbow. 

Respiration Eight to 15 breaths per 
minute 

Observe the ribcage or place your hand in front 
of the nostril to feel exhalation. 

Dehydration The skin should flatten 
within one second of 
releasing a pinch of skin

The pinch test – pinch the skin on the horse’s 
neck. The time taken to flatten is a measure of 
the dehydration level. 

Capillary 
Refill Time 
(CRT)

One to two seconds Lift the horse’s upper lip. Press your thumb firmly 
against the gums for two seconds. This will leave 
a white mark. Normal pink colour should return 
within one to two seconds. 

Mucous 
Membranes

The normal colour is a 
moist pink 

Look at the linings of the eyelids, gums, or inside 
the nostrils.  Abnormal: very pale pink, bright 
red, grey, bluish or yellow.
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