
The productivity of our rural landscape is the focus of the Land Capability Assessment.
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THE ECONOMIC potential of agriculture 
and farming in the City of Whittlesea will 
be the subject of an exciting new project. 
The Land Capability Assessment is a 
partnership endeavour between the City of 
Whittlesea and Deakin University’s Centre 
for Regional and Rural Futures (CeRRF). 

The PhD project will form the basis of 
an interactive online mapping resource, 
as well as an Agribusiness Prospectus 
to attract investment and job creation 
in agriculture to the municipality. It will 
provide information and analysis vital to 
maximising the agricultural potential of the 
rural north, offering farmers and investors a 

Professor Rob Faggian, Victor Sposito 
and their team at CeRRF will supervise 
the project. They have a considerable 
and impressive track record in this area 
of research, with completed projects 
covering the Gippsland, Goulburn Broken 
and Southern Grampians regions. 

“We are excited to be partnering with the 
City of Whittlesea on this project.” Rob 
said, “Working on the peri-urban interface 
of Melbourne in one of Victoria’s fastest 
growing growth corridors adds another 
variable to the project, which will offer 
both challenges and opportunities for 
agriculture in the region.”  

Victor and Rob have developed a world-
class system for identifying land use that 
provides the best outcomes in terms of 
yield, profitability and sustainability. Equally 
important, they have a proven track record 
of working with farmers and other land-
users.

“It is important for us to engage strongly 
with the local farming community. The 
team is looking forward to finding out 
what makes Whittlesea unique and 
identifying strengths and opportunities 
that will support the farming future of the 
municipality.” Rob continued. 

The project is being conducted as 
an Industry Scholarship with Deakin 
University. The scholarship attracted more 
than 150 applicants from around the world 
and after a rigorous selection process, Ana 
Spataru was recently appointed to the role. 
The project will commence in March 2016.

For more information about the project, 
please contact Annemaree Docking on 
9217 2593.

Thank you to all the readers who completed the Rural News survey in January.  The 
valuable feedback and story ideas provided in the survey will help us to improve the 
publication and ensure it meets reader’s needs.  

Congratulations to David Pescod of Beveridge who won books to the value of $100 from 
CSIRO publishing just for completing the survey!

The survey has now closed, however if you have any story ideas for Rural News then 
please email us on sustainability@whittlesea.vic.gov.au or call 9217 2042. 

Rural News survey winner

Mark Williams congratulating David Pescod 
on winning the Rural News Survey. 
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Agricultural potential of our 
rural north in the spotlight

basis for decision making and adapting to 
future challenges and opportunities, such 
as growing population, climate change, 
market variation and resource availability. 

The three year project will consider a range 
of assets and opportunities including: 
soils, hydrology, irrigation resources, 
market access and climate. It will also 
assess novel resources such as local 
organics and recycled water. The project 
will highlight the importance of existing 
agricultural enterprise and the potential 
for the industry to contribute to the future 
environmental and economic sustainability 
of the municipality. 



LESLIE APTED and Sons Pty Ltd was 
established in 1892 by George and 
Leslie Apted. The business remains a 
family concern and is now run by third, 
fourth and fifth generation Apteds, 
with seven families involved in running 
the orchard enterprise. A number of 
both local and non-local people are 
employed in both permanent and 
seasonal roles.  

The orchards are situated on two sites – 
Arthurs Creek and Kinglake West. 3000 
tonnes of fruit is produced annually from 
80 hectares of land, including pears, 
apples, lemons and quinces. 

The fruit is marketed through The 
Melbourne Pear Company which is also 
family owned. Marketing of the crop 
is aimed at independent retailers and 
markets with most sales conducted at the 
Melbourne Wholesale Fruit, Vegetable 
and Flower Market in Epping. 

Under the Apteds badge, they have 
recently introduced farm gate sales of two 
kilogram bags of unwaxed fruit. These 
are sold through their distinctive sales 

Brush-tailed Phascogale.    

PHOTO: Suzi Duncan (Beveridge resident)

points made from recycled fruit bins 
near both of their orchards, as well as 
participating in local Farmers Markets. 
These two kilogram bags are also now 
available to schools, businesses and 
sporting organisations for use as fund 
raisers or just as a way to get fresh local 
fruit available to their students, employees 
and members.  

Always looking towards continuous 
improvement and innovation, Leslie 
Apted and Sons are involved in modern 
orchard production methods, including 
practices such as trellising, netting, 
fertigation, Integrated Pest Management 
and the introduction of mechanised picking 
platforms.  The enterprise is an excellent 
example of a business that takes control of 
its supply chain, with production of some 
replacement trees, planting, pruning, 
irrigation, picking, storage, packing and 
marketing all managed in house.

 For more information, like Apteds 
Orchards on Facebook or visit 
www.aptedsorchards.com.au.

Treasures 
of our rural 
north 
APTEDS ORCHARDS

PHOTO: Apteds Orchards

Farm gate fruit sales at Apteds Orchards.

Focus on agriculture

Fauna Fact

Invasive Indian Myna.

INDIAN MYNA’S –  
A DISASTROUS INVADER  

The Indian Myna Acridotheres tristis 
is regarded as one of the world’s most 
invasive species. Now common within 
urban, agricultural and woodland 
environments in the municipality, this 
aggressive species out-competes 
native fauna for food, shelter and 
nesting sites. Indian Mynas nest in 
tree hollows, excluding native hollow-
dependant species (e.g. Crimson 
Rosella and Sugar Glider), disrupting 
breeding and potentially causing death 
due to lack of shelter. We need your 
help to combat this disastrous invader. 

Council is investigating opportunities 
to control this species. Stay tuned 
for upcoming workshops. Please 
contact our Land Management and 
Biodiversity Team at Council on 
9217 2042 to register your interest in 
participating.
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Tuan surprise
THE CITY of Whittlesea is home to the 
threatened Brush-tailed Phascogale 
Phascogale tapoatafa tapoatafa (or Tuan). 

Phascogales are small, nocturnal, 
arboreal, carnivorous marsupials that 
have a distinct black ‘bottle-brush’ tail. 
Individuals require large home ranges, 
using as many as 30 hollows in a year.   
Most males die after breeding at only 11 
to 12 months old and females seldom 
survive a second year.  This strategy 
leaves populations vulnerable to local and 
regional extinction if breeding fails.

One lucky Beveridge resident Suzi Duncan 
recently got a surprise when a Phascogale 
was spotted during the day (see inset). Suzi 
stated that “I noticed something rush up the 
side of the Melaleuca out of the corner of my 
eye, or I thought I did. On inspection I found 
this extraordinary creature”.

While this species occurs within public 
land in our municipality (e.g. State forest, 
Kinglake National Park), habitat in private 
land provides a vital landscape link 
and supports critical habitat elements 
including: remnant patches and corridors; 
hollow bearing trees; and logs, woody 
debris and leaf litter used for foraging. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 

• Retain live old trees/ standing dead 
trees and woody debris as a priority

• Fence off native vegetation and manage 
stock

• Undertake revegetation to enhance and 
link habitat

• Undertake weed and pest animal 
control

• Control domestic pets (know where 
your cat is at all times)

• Install and monitor nest boxes.

Council will be running a workshop on 
protecting and enhancing habitat for this 
species on 15th April 2016.  To book into 
the workshop or report a sighting, contact 
Ruth Marr, Council’s Biodiversity Planner 
on 9217 2025.  

Focus on conservation



Animal Industries Advisory Committee

Angus heifers destined for export.
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COULD YOU imagine covering parts of 
your paddocks with concrete, and then 
letting that concrete gradually expand 
each year? Didn’t think so. But, allowing 
artichoke thistles to occupy and take over 
your valuable pastures is akin to letting 
that happen.  It is difficult for primary 
producers to get the most out of the land 
when large areas can’t be grazed.  

The City of Whittlesea’s Artichoke Thistle 
Education and Compliance Program has 
been working with landholders, gradually 
pulling-up the “concrete” over the last 
five years: controlling the weed and 
putting land back to productive pasture. 
Wollert landholder Wayne Phillips admits 
his artichoke thistle problems were 

Reclaiming your productive 
land from Artichoke Thistle

getting to the “ridiculous level” five years 
ago and, after some initial resistance, 
acknowledges that Council’s program 
was the impetus for him to “just get out 
there and get onto it”. After just a few 
years of concerted strategic effort he’s 
beginning to see real benefits now. 

Artichoke thistles, along with other 
non-desirable species, occupy valuable 
grazing land which would otherwise be 
covered by pasture grasses. Livestock 
avoid grazing the thistles due to their 
spines, so once plants are established 
they readily flower and produce seed and 
small infestations are likely to expand. 
Mature plants crowd out most other 
plants by shading and competing for 

Focus on agriculture

Before and after: land reclaimed from artichoke thistle infestation over a 5 year period 2012-2016.  

PLANNING PANELS Victoria established 
an Animal Industries Advisory Committee 
earlier this year in response to growing 
community concern and confusion over 
the treatment of livestock production 
in Planning Schemes across the state. 
Farming systems are varied and change 
rapidly to meet the needs of markets, 
climatic pressures and new technologies. 
There have been a number of recent cases 
concerning the management of livestock, 
the definition of an ‘intensive’ farming 
enterprise in the Planning Scheme and its 
impact on farming businesses.

The purpose of Planning Schemes is to 
balance the needs of all Victorians and 
ensure the economic and sustainable use 
and development of land. It is essential 
that the Planning Scheme is capable 
of accommodating agriculture in a way 
that suits these aims without placing 

unnecessary burdens on producers 
or negatively impacting local food 
production.

A Discussion Paper was released by 
Planning Panels Victoria in December 
2015 for public comment. Community 
members, industry groups and other 
interested stakeholders were invited to 
make written submissions. An opportunity 
was provided to those who had made 
submissions to talk about their concerns 
in a series of public hearings held 
during the last week of February 2016. 
The City of Whittlesea made a written 
submission and will continue to advocate 
for improvements to the Planning Scheme 
that will support the development of 
sustainable local farming enterprises.

A report is set to be released on the 
outcomes of the Animal Industries 
Advisory Committee at the end of April 

2016. If you have an interest in this issue, 
you can find more information at www.
dtpli.vic.gov.au (search for Animal 
Industries Advisory Committee).

Council’s Agribusiness Officer can 
be contacted on 9217 2593 or email 
Annemaree.Docking@whittlesea.vic.gov.au.

nutrients and water.  Dense infestations 
can also provide harbour for rabbits. 

Wayne acknowledges that without 
intervention from landholders artichoke 
thistle infestations can’t resolve 
themselves and will continue to get worse 
and take over more and more valuable 
grazing land. Following a long-term 
plan of targeted spraying and rotational 
grazing (which allows paddocks to rest 
and rejuvenate) paddocks that were 
heavily infested with thistles a few years 
ago are now returning to competitive 
pasture which is largely able to resist 
reinvasion. Wayne admits there’s still 
plenty of work but he’s “broken its back” 
and pleased he’s now seeing the benefits 
of the program both in terms of reducing 
weed levels and being able to run more 
livestock on his property, increasing farm 
profitability.

For advice on controlling Thistles 
contact Council’s Land Management 
and Biodiversity Team on 9217 2147 or 
9217 2471.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The image on the right 
was taken during summer when thistles 
would usually die back, however the 
lack of dead flowering stalks is evidence 
that significant control works have been 
undertaken by the landholder.  PH
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Waterway 
management: 
Need a hand?  
FOLLOWING COUNCIL’S successful 
Blackberry Education and Compliance 
Program, a significant number of rural 
landholders are currently working to 
eradicate Blackberry from their properties.  
Blackberry eradication increases land 
productivity value and assists the broader 
community by protecting native vegetation, 
public reserves and waterways. At 
the same time, Councils roadside 
management team is continuing to control 
and monitor environmental weeds, with a 
recent focus on Blackberry. 

Many landholders may not know that 
management of weeds around creeks 
and rivers that form, or are within property 
boundaries are the responsibility of the 
private landholder. However, there is 
assistance available. Council is working 
closely with Melbourne Water to identify 
target areas for Blackberry management 
along Scrubby Creek, Bruce’s Creek 
and the Plenty River to encourage 
participation in their Stream Frontage 
Management Program. 

The program assists eligible applicants 
with funding and management advice for 
a range of works that seek to protect and 
enhance waterways in our municipality. 
If you’re not one of our many rural 
landholders that are currently benefiting 
from the program, please contact 
Council’s Environment Protection Officer, 
Katherine Whittaker, on 9217 2147 to 
discuss the simple application process.

TWO LIVESTOCK management 
workshops were run by the City of 
Whittlesea Agribusiness and Land 
Management Education Program in 
conjunction with Melbourne Polytechnic 
in February 2016. The workshops were 
presented by Graeme Collins – a third 
generation cattle and sheep farmer from 
Central Victoria. Graham is the owner 
of Merribrook Stud, producer of prize 
winning Angus cattle, White Suffolk 

and Dorper sheep. Graeme has been 
presenting stock handling education for 
Angus Australia since 1988.

The workshops – one focusing on cattle 
and the other on sheep – introduced 
participants to the fundamentals of 
handling stock in the yards, performing 
basic husbandry tasks and managing 
a small livestock enterprise. It offered 
a great starting point for those new to 
animal husbandry and there was plenty on 
offer for experienced hands as well. The 
majority of the workshops were spent in 
the yards learning about animal selection 
and managing animals for profit. 

The days were very popular and enjoyed 
by all involved. The cattle workshop 
generated particular interest with a long 
waiting list. As a result, the education 
program will offer another opportunity 
to participate in a cattle management 
workshop later in the year. If you would 
like to attend this event, please contact 
Annemaree Docking on 9217 2593.

Livestock management skills 
attract a crowd

A section of waterway before and after works funded 
by the Stream Frontage Management Program.

Assessing bulls for breeding at the recent 
cattle management workshop.
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Rugs can be a useful tool, but care must be 
taken to avoid animal welfare issues.
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To rug or 
not to rug – 
that is the 
question
FROM THE depths of winter to the height 
of summer, horse owners put a variety 
of rugs on their horses for a range of 
reasons. Rugs are a valuable tool in 
horse management; however care must 
be taken to ensure that animals are safe 
and comfortable in their use.

Should you have a new horse, don’t 
assume it is used to rugs. Introduce the 
rug quietly in an enclosed space so the 
horse doesn’t get a fright and cause 
injury. The rug should be the appropriate 
size and chest, with leg and belly straps 
properly fitted to ensure the rug doesn’t 
slip or cause rubbing.

Rugs can assist with maintaining 
condition on horses. A rug will help 
keep weight on your thin skinned 
Thoroughbred, but it will do the same 

for overweight horses and ponies. Rugs 
are not essential as a horse’s winter coat 
will grow and is very effective protection. 
Overweight animals benefit from going 
without a rug through winter to allow them 
to lose weight naturally. This helps avoid 
health issues associated with obesity in 
spring, such as laminitis. Rugging horses 
is a commitment. Over rugging can 
cause animal welfare issues, particularly 
in hot weather. Rugged horses need to 
be checked twice a day to ensure they 
are safe and comfortable.


