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STANDING AT the base of the Pretty Sally 
Fire Tower, Alan Sewell, the Tower man, 
shows me the tools of his trade. “It’s quite 
simple really. The degrees are marked 
around the tower windows and a piece of 
string hanging from the roof of the tower 
pulled in the direction of the smoke gives 
us our mark. This is triangulated with 
the Mt Hickey [near Broadford] and Mt 
Despair [Toolangi] towers and we can 
report the location of the fire within 100 
metres or so. Simple, accurate and fast. 
No computer can do the job as quickly or 
as accurately as we can.” 

A map, ruler, protractor and high powered 
binoculars are also part of Alan’s kit. Plus 
communications equipment. “I have at 
least four radios on the go, plus the tower 
phone and a mobile phone.”  

The Pretty Sally Fire Tower is just north 
of Wallan on the Great Dividing Range. 
It looks over a huge area, including the 
City of Whittlesea. It is part of a network 
of 70 towers across the state that are 
manned throughout the fire season, 
with 16 of these in the Hume region. Fire 
towers have been a part of Victoria’s fire 
management since the early 1900s. Back 
then, they were often tree towers. These 
were replaced with timber constructions 
then the safe, modern steel constructions 
of today which often incorporate radio and 
telecommunications.

Alan has been with the CFA for 30 years. 
“My father and mother were both heavily 
involved as CFA volunteers – it has always 
been a part of my life. I learned my trade 
in the Puckapunyal Fire Tower in 1990 

Control Blackberries Now!
Blackberries are an invasive weed and are a listed species under 
Council’s Pest Plant Local Law. Council’s Environment Protection 
Officer is currently mapping Blackberry infestations and issuing 
notices to properties that have not controlled this weed. See page two 
for more information.

Blackberry in flower.

Alan Sewell on duty this fire season at Pretty Sally 
Fire Tower.
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Watching over us this fire season
for five years. I have been at Pretty Sally 
for seven years now.” Every day of the 
fire season, the towers are manned, 
forming a crucial part of the strategic 
early fire response across Victoria. This 
year’s fire season started early, with the 
towers activated at times in October and 
regularly from mid-November. 
Christmas Day, New Year’s 
Day – the Tower men and 
women are on the job, making 
sure we are safe through the 
fire season.

“We can provide information to assist 
in directing both ground teams 
and air response into a fire 
quickly and accurately to 
ensure a rapid, effective 
response. We also monitor 
other influences on fire 
behaviour, such as wind 
changes or electrical 
storms.  We communicate 
this to other towers 
and incident control 
centres so timing of weather 
changes can be monitored 
and communicated to where the 
information is needed most. We form 
a key element of the first line of fire 
defence.”

“It gets a bit lonely, but I’m never 
really alone as I am part of a statewide 
firefighting team. Ninety nine per  
cent of the time I’m doing nothing but 
watching the horizon, but one per  
cent of the time, I’m saving lives.  
We do this job for the community.”
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EVER WONDERED what animals are 
living in that bit of bush you have in the 
back paddock? Have you seen strange 
diggings in the bush or a hollow in a tree 
that looks like it is being lived in?

Many Australian animals are rarely 
seen due to their nocturnal habits. The 
City of Whittlesea has remote sensing 
cameras that are available for loan by 
local residents.  These cameras can 
detect the movement of wildlife and 
take photos or video even in complete 

darkness. Remote sensing cameras 
cause much less disturbance to animals 
than traditional survey methods such as 
trapping.

If you don’t have hollow trees on your 
property or you would like to increase 
habitat for native animals, nest boxes 
are a great solution. Nest boxes can be 
designed to suit particular animals from 
ducks, parrots, possums and bats to the 
more elusive species like the Brush-tailed 
Phascogale. The boxes can also be 
easily checked with minimal disturbance 
to the resident animal by using Council’s 
nest box camera.

The majority of remnant bushland in the 
City of Whittlesea is on private property 
so private landowners have a large part 
to play in the protection of our native 
species.

If you want to satisfy your curiosity and 
contribute to knowledge of biodiversity 
in the City of Whittlesea, please contact 
Council’s Land Management Team on 
9217 2471 to borrow a camera or discuss 
installing some nest boxes.

Meeting the 
locals 
WILDLIFE CAMERAS CAN REVEAL 
THE NOCTURNAL NATIVE VISITORS 
IN YOUR BACKYARD

Squirrel Glider captured by remote sensing camera.    
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Turning 
waste into a 
soil resource
SUEZ – EPPING ORGANIC 
RESOURCE RECOVERY 
FACILITY
SUEZ PUTS waste to good use by 
providing smart and reliable solutions to 
collect, recover and recycle waste into 
valuable new products and resources. 
The SUEZ team of experts offer tailored 
solutions to towns and cities, business 
and industry across Australia.

From nature back to nature, the Epping 
Organic Resource Recovery Facility 
(ORRF) converts garden organic waste 
sourced largely from municipal green 
waste into a range of composts, mulches 
and soil blends. 

Using this waste material, the facility 
creates specialist products for use across 
a variety of applications including home 
gardens, sporting fields, public parks, 
wine production, agricultural crops and 
mine site rehabilitation. The technology 
enables the creation of specific blends and 
organic enhancers such as soil improvers, 
organic top dressing, turf underlay, garden 
soil mixes, composts and mulches. The 
Epping ORRF currently produces over 
45,000 cubic metres of high quality 
compost each year. 

A tour of the SUEZ ORRF at Epping 
will be a part of the Agribusiness and 
Land Management Workshop series 
in 2016 – keep an eye on future Rural 
News editions for details – or sign up to 
the Agribusiness email list to make sure 
you don’t miss out - send your details to 
agribusiness@whittlesea.vic.gov.au.
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Windrows at the Epping facility.

Focus on agricultureBlackberry Education and Compliance Program

Blackberry bush.

A BLACKBERRY EDUCATION and Compliance 
Program is currently underway. Blackberries are 
listed as a Pest Plant under Council’s Pest Plant Local 
Law. To comply with the local law, landowners must 
eradicate any listed plant when directed to do so by 
an Authorised Officer. Properties that are identified 
as having Blackberry will be sent a Weed Advisory 
Notice and directed to undertake weed control by 
a nominated date. Properties that do not control 
Blackberry are then sent a Notice To Comply with 
the local law. Failure to comply with this notice may 
result in fines or further enforcement action.

If you require information on weed control, weed 
identification or you need extra time to comply with a 
notice, please contact Council’s Land Management 
Team on 9217 2147.
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Focus on conservation



Reducing the risk
AVOIDING VENOMOUS VISITORS THIS SUMMER

Brown snake hiding in long grass.
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PLANNING FOR your livestock annual feed 
requirements allows you to anticipate their 
needs and make sure you don’t get caught 
short. You can put measures in place to 
maximise pasture reserves, consider 
supplementary feeding options and make 
decisions about selling or culling stock at 
the best times. It also allows you to plan 
for other methods of filling the feed gaps 
at key times of the year, such as sowing 
fodder crops, renovating pastures or 
fertilising to increase pasture reserves and 
avoid the costs of supplementary feeding. 

Let’s step out the process with a series of 
questions.

1. How many animals and what are 
they?

All animals have different nutritional 
requirements according to species, age, 
growth rate, pregnancy or lactation.  

2. How much energy do they need 
to be maintained or to grow as 
required?

Determine the megajoules of 
metabolisable energy (MJ ME) required 
by your class of stock by referring to the 

Feed reserves 
– how much is 
enough?

energy tables found at www.evergraze.
com.au/tools. 

3. How much feed can they consume 
each day?

This is measured in kilograms of dry 
matter (kgDM) and is around 2-3 per cent 
of bodyweight for most animals.

4. What quality of feed do they need?
The volume of feed an animal can 
physically consume dictates the quality 
of the feed you will need to provide to 
ensure that the MJ ME requirements are 
met to achieve the desired maintenance 
or growth rates. 

5. What feed do I have available? – 
assess your pasture.

How much feed do you have available 
now and what do you anticipate you will 
grow throughout the seasons? The AWI 
Feed On Offer photo library 
(www.feedonofferlibrary.com/) can help 

Focus on agriculture

Have you planned your feed reserves this season?

IT’S SUMMER and snakes are active 
and moving about their home range. 
Unfortunately, sometimes a snake’s range 
happens to include domestic backyards, 
particularly in rural areas. On large 
blocks it would be near impossible to 
completely exclude snakes, so the next 
best thing is to make the domestic area as 
unwelcoming as possible for snakes.

Snakes are like all other animals and need 
food, shelter and water to survive. Start by 
reducing sources of food that would attract 
snakes to your yard such as mice and rats.

Move compost bins away from the house. 
Compost bins can attract rodents and also 

provide shelter for snakes. Try placing 
chicken wire on the ground under the base 
of the bin to prevent animals from entering.

Move fire wood piles away from the home 
and be alert when taking wood from the 
pile as snakes may be sheltering there.

Keep grass short. Snakes are shy 
creatures and would prefer to move about 
under the cover of long grass.

Remove shrubs with branches down to 
ground level that would allow a snake to 
move about without being seen.

Remove old building materials such as 
sheets of tin, roofing tiles and brick piles. 

Snakes are attracted to these as they 
provide warm shelter sites. 

If the areas around your house are open 
and visible, you will have a better chance 
of seeing a snake before you get too close 
and the snake will feel vulnerable and 
hopefully move away quickly.

with assessing your pastures now. The 
EverGraze Feed Budget and Rotation 
Planner (www.evergraze.com.au/tools) 
will help you predict your pasture 
performance over the coming season.

6. Compare the costs.
Once you have a handle on the gaps in your 
feed supply, then you can plan how to fill 
them. Can strategic applications of nitrogen, 
chicken manure or gibberellic acid give you 
the boost you need at the right time? Have 
you considered a winter grazing crop? Is it 
better to buy your fodder or grain in?

7. How much should I feed them?
Tailor your ration to meet the animals’ 
requirements, minimise wastage, reduce 
costs and maximise return.

If you wish to discuss options for 
your stock and planning your feed 
requirements, please contact Annemaree 
Docking on 9217 2593.
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Protect your 
farm assets – 
shade trees
ALL LIVESTOCK benefit from the provision 
of shade and shelter in paddocks and 
horses are no exception. Trees provide 
excellent protection from the elements 
on rural properties and establishing 
shelterbelts is a great way to provide 
shade and shelter.

Using the existing vegetation on your 
property including paddock trees and 
patches of remnant vegetation is an 
excellent way to provide valuable protection 
for your horses. However, horses will 
damage unfenced vegetation and cause its 
premature death.  Small emerging plants 
and shrubs can be easily browsed and 
trampled and are frequently protected for 
these reasons but large mature paddock 
trees are generally not protected to the 
same degree. 

Paddock trees are an important shade 
resource in the middle of paddocks and 
should be protected, as although they 
are often large and mature, they can 

February 2016
Melbourne Polytechnic  
Yan Yean Campus

LOW STRESS stock handling uses well 
designed facilities, skilled handlers and 
an understanding of animal behaviour 
to complete animal husbandry and 
management with minimal disruption 
and stress to the animals (and handlers) 
involved. The techniques support animal 
welfare, meat quality and productivity 
outcomes. The result is quiet animals that 
are a pleasure to handle making it easy 
and efficient to get the job done.

As a part of the Agribusiness and Land 
Management Workshop Series, local 
landholders will have the opportunity 
in February 2016 to take part in two 
low stress stock handling and animal 
husbandry workshops – one focusing 
on sheep and the other on cattle. We 
anticipate these workshops will be very 
popular, so we are encouraging people 
to register their interest early by emailing 
agribusiness@whittlesea.vic.gov.au or 
contact Annemaree Docking on 9217 2593.

We have a range of exciting Agribusiness 
and Land Management events planned 
for the coming year, including an 
Agribusiness Finance and Banking 
evening and our Annual Agribusiness 
Dinner event with a very exciting 
speaker soon to be announced! To stay 
informed about the workshop program, 
subscribe to the Agribusiness email 
network by forwarding your details to 
agribusiness@whittlesea.vic.gov.au. 

Introduction to 
Low Stress Stock 
Handling and 
Animal Husbandry

Horses benefit from the shade and shelter 
of paddock trees.

Well-handled stock are quieter, more efficient 
to work with and have productivity benefits, 
such as faster weight gain.

PHOTO:   Annemaree Docking
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be particularly vulnerable due to their 
isolation from other vegetation. Horses can 
contribute to their premature death through 
rubbing or chewing causing ringbarking 
and also compacting the ground around 
the root zone which reduces water 
infiltration. By fencing off paddock trees, 
you can retain this critical farm asset which 
takes many years to establish while still 
providing the benefit of shade and shelter 
for your stock. It also promotes natural 
regeneration, ensuring shade and shelter 
well into the future.

For more information about protecting 
paddock trees, you can refer to the 
‘Protecting Paddock Trees’ Sustainable 
Land Management Information Note 
available on request. If you wish to discuss 
options for protecting paddock trees on 
your property contact Mark Williams on 
9217 2471 or Annemaree Docking on 
9217 2593.

Learning how to assess pasture and feed 
heading into summer.
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Upcoming Event

Preparing for 
Dry Times 
Workshop
THE CITY OF Whittlesea Land Management 
and Agribusiness Programs, together with 
the Department of Economic Development 
recently presented the ‘Preparing for Dry 
Times’ workshop.

Raquel Waller, a Livestock Extension Officer, 
led the group through the feed requirements 
for a real farm in Whittlesea. The group 

worked out the feed requirements for 
each class of livestock until the end of the 
year, how much pasture that equates to, 
how much feed the property can actually 
produce and if there is a predicted deficit 
or surplus of feed. 

Heather Field, a Land Management 
Extension Officer, then led the group 
through the water budgeting for the 
property, including requirements for 
household, domestic garden, livestock 
and firefighting reserves. Assessment 
was made of water available in storage 
(dams and tanks) and how much is 
expected to be captured over the 
coming months. Strategies for dealing 
with deficits were discussed including 
becoming more efficient, capturing more 
water, alternative sources of water and 
altering your enterprise.

With the classroom work done, 
participants headed to the paddock to 
discuss the learnings from the morning 
session.

Further workshops will be delivered 
to build the knowledge and 
understanding of sustainable farming 
and land management practices. 
For more information contact 
agribusiness@whittlesea.vic.gov.au. 

  


