
TWITCHERS IN A FLUTTER 
OVER HOODED ROBIN 
SIGHTING

The Hooded Robin (Melanodryas 
cucullata) has rarely been recorded 
as far south as Mernda, so it’s not 
surprising that a recent sighting 
has caught the attention of BirdLife 
Australia. 

The species gets its name from the 
male who has black and white plumage 
including a black ‘hood’ covering its 
head.  Relatively shy and quiet, they are 
usually seen in pairs or small groups in 
dry woodland environments dominated 
by eucalypts, wattles or she-oaks 
with fallen logs on the ground. They 
construct a cup-shaped nest of leaves 
and bark in a crevice, hollow or hole 
in a tree or stump and sit on exposed 
perches and pounce on insects.

The Hooded Robin has recently been 
spotted in Mernda.

Fauna Fact

Richard Gardiner, the new Whittlesea Brigade Community Safety Coordinator.
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SPRING HAS sprung and it’s at this time 
of year that our minds turn to bushfire 
preparation. With the Bureau of Meteorology 
warning that El Niño is now well-established 
and continues to strengthen, the coming fire 
season is predicted to be high risk. 

This year, the residents of the City of 
Whittlesea have a new resource available, 
with all CFA brigades employing new 
Brigade Community Safety Coordinators.  
Their role is to offer support to assess the 
fire risk on local properties and guidance 
on how every landholder can best prepare 
their properties for the coming fire season.

The Whittlesea CFA’s new Brigade 
Community Safety Coordinator is Richard 
Gardiner. Richard has a long history as a 
CFA volunteer and is also a paramedic. 
He brings a great deal of experience and 
insight to the role.

“I’m really excited about the opportunity 
to work with the local community on 
their bushfire preparedness. We can 
offer support and advice so that each 
household can develop a sound fire plan 
and make informed decisions about 
how they are going to approach a fire 
emergency.” Richard said.

Richard is a Whittlesea local and has 
been a volunteer with the brigade for 

many years, but has been formally in 
this role since July. As well as one on 
one property assessments and advice, 
he is looking for neighbourhoods that 
are interested in forming ‘Community 
Fireguard’ groups.

Community Fireguard is a practical 
training program designed to help you 
plan for a range of scenarios, make 
informed decisions, maintain a fire 
smart house and garden and to work 
together with your community to reduce 
everyone’s bushfire risk. The program is 
covered in four to six sessions, including 
a local “street walk” and other hands-on 
activities. It is held in people’s homes or 
local community centres, at a time that’s 
convenient for the group - usually on 
weekends or in the evening. Every group 
is different, so the training is tailored 
according to the group’s needs.

“It’s about building community resilience 
and bringing people together. By getting 
to know the neighbours and getting to 
know the CFA, we can all work together 
to be more prepared and make our 
communities and homes safer.” 

Richard is particularly keen to hear 
from neighbourhoods in the target 
areas of Humevale and north of Eden 

Park about establishing Community 
Fireguard groups, but would welcome 
any neighbourhood in the municipality 
interested in starting a Community 
Fireguard group. 

To find out more about Community 
Fireguard or the other support services 
offered by the CFA to help you prepare for 
the coming fire season, contact Richard 
Gardiner, Brigade Community Safety 
Coordinator on 0439 615 585 or Ken 
Williamson, Whittlesea Brigade Captain 
on 0408 368 171. You can also email the 
Brigade on fbwhit@cfa.vic.gov.au.  

Preparing for fire season – 
a community approach
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EASTERN BROWN SNAKE

Pseudonaja textilis

The Eastern Brown Snake is found 
throughout Victoria, New South Wales 
and large parts of Queensland. This 
is the most commonly encountered 
snake in eastern Australia. It is active 
during the day and can grow up to two 
metres long.
It is most commonly found in open 
dry habitats such as grasslands, 
paddocks and woodlands. It feeds on 
small mammals such as mice and rats 
and will also eat reptiles.
The Brown Snake is a shy animal 
but highly venomous and may bite if 
provoked.
Information on correct first aid 
for snake bite can be found at 
http://stjohn.org.au/first-aid-facts (find 
the Snake Bite fact sheet in the list). 

Eastern Brown Snake.

Fauna Fact

PH
O

TO
: J

am
es

 B
oo

th

Treasures of 
our rural north
VICTORIAN SHOWJUMPING 
STABLES (VSS)
THE VICTORIAN Showjumping Stables 
has been a Whittlesea and state institution 
for nearly 50 years. Established by the 
brilliant showjumper, Art Uytendaal, 
the business was taken on by Olympic 
showjumping competitor, Russell 
Johnstone, and his wife Melanie 26 years 
ago. The VSS has continued to hold a 
prominent position in showjumping and 
equestrian training and competition 
circles since this time. 

“Melanie convinced me to have lessons 
with Art. He became my mentor and was a 

ROADSIDES IN the rural areas are an 
important part of our City’s landscape, 
with the well vegetated areas providing 
a valuable refuge for our local wildlife 
and plants. Some areas of vegetation 
along roadsides are of particularly high 
significance and Council is in the process 
of erecting signage to highlight these 
areas and let passers-by know they are 
being managed for their natural values.

The native vegetation on roadsides, along 
with all native vegetation, is protected 
by planning regulations in Victoria and it 
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Russell Johnstone riding Borealis Centurion 
at the Adelaide Royal World Cup in 2012.

Focus on agriculture

cannot be removed without prior approval 
from Council. The City of Whittlesea does 
not permit the collection of firewood from 
roadsides due to the risks associated with 
people stopping vehicles and working 
on a roadside. Firewood can be safely 
collected from some nearby state forests- 
for locations please visit Council’s website 
and search “firewood”.

Council regularly assesses roadside 
vegetation with respect to safety and 
also undertakes strategic weed control 
particularly in areas containing significant 
native vegetation. The following roads will 
be targeted for woody weed treatment in 
the coming months:

• Holts Rd, Whittlesea
• Bruces Creek Rd, Whittlesea
• Humevale Rd, Whittlesea
• Glenburnie Rd (between Clarks and 

Wallan Rd), Whittlesea
• MacGregors Rd, Beveridge.

Ausnet Services (formerly SP Ausnet) 
also undertake works from time to time to 

huge influence. Eventually, Melanie and I 
took over the business and we have been 
here since 1989.”

Located a short drive from Whittlesea, 
this iconic business offers professional 
training services for horse and rider - 
from complete beginner through to elite 
level - agistment and excellent facilities, 
including stabling, outdoor ménage and 
an indoor arena with lights. Russell, an 
EA Level Two coach, regularly offers 
intensive showjumping clinics; clinics are 
also offered by well-known horsemanship 
specialist, Steve Brady. 

The Johnstone’s pride themselves 
on innovation. They breed, train and 
sell quality horses into national and 
international markets. This approach 
recently saw them in the United States 
and Canada, including the renowned 
Spruce Meadows, investigating potential 
new markets for their horses. 

“We are small breeders – two foals every 
second year – but we have been using 
imported semen since the late 90’s and 
are very careful about our mare selection. 
We also regularly buy quality stock 
and train for the high end performance 
markets.”

Other exciting initiatives at the VSS 
include dinner, speakers and music 
entertainment events in the indoor arena, 
as well as a performance horse auction to 
be held in February.

For more information, contact Russell 
and Melanie at the VSS on 9716 2229 or 
0408 039 756.

ensure tree branches are kept away from 
power lines.

Council has developed a Roadside 
Management Strategy which is used 
by staff and contractors who undertake 
works on roadsides in the rural areas 
and is available on our website. 
Contact Council’s Sustainable Land 
Management Officer on 9217 2471 or 
mark.williams@whittlesea.vic.gov.au for 
more information on rural roadsides.

Managing our 
valuable rural 
roadsides

Significant roadside vegetation along 
Humevale Rd.  

Focus on conservation
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Preparing for dry times – 
water budgeting

in your estimates – you do not want to 
be caught short! Keep in mind that stock 
consumption increases significantly in hot 
weather, particularly if stock do not have 
access to shade and if the water is saline. 

Once you know how much water you 
need, assess how much water you have 
in reserve and potential water sources. 
Consider tanks, dams, access to creeks 
and rivers, groundwater, reticulated town 
supply etc. Every property is unique. Some 
water sources may require licensing. 
Pumping from rivers and streams is an 
example of this. If you are unclear, check 
with your local water authority. 

Now that you know how much you need 
and how much you have, you can start 
making decisions. Do you have enough? 
Can you make any efficiencies? Do you 
need to reduce your stocking rate? Actions 
like fencing off a dam and reticulating to 
troughs can prevent animals from fouling 
water supplies and maintain water quality 
and supply for longer in a dry season. 
Are there other sources you can use to 
increase your supply – a bore or installing 

additional tanks?  If you are considering 
building a dam, remember that dams 
can fail and must be built with enough 
catchment to fill them. They also suffer 
from seepage losses and evaporation, 
whereas a tank will not.

Council will present a workshop on water 
and feed budgeting on Saturday 17th 
October to help you prepare for the season 
ahead. Contact Annemaree Docking on 
9217 2593 or Mark Williams on 9217 2471 
for further information.

A well managed farm dam with no stock access.
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LATE LAST year the City of Whittlesea 
asked residents, workers and visitors what’s 
important in the Whittlesea Township and 
where improvements could be made. This 
information will assist Council to prepare a 
plan to guide how the Township will change 
over the next 20 years. 

Over 550 people completed a survey 
or spoke to Council representatives. 
Some key themes that emerged from the 
consultation included:

• maintaining the rural/ country feel and 
defining boundaries for growth

• improving facilities and services 
including public transport, roads, 
childcare, health facilities and 
sportsgrounds

• increasing police presence
• upgrading parks including better paths, 

seating, bins, toilets, playgrounds, and 
barbeque facilities

• attracting speciality stores and 
restaurants

• creating jobs for young people
• addressing flooding issues and 

maintenance of waterways.

Whittlesea Township Project 2036

The feedback Council received, along 
with our own research will be used to 
identify the issues and opportunities for the 
Township.

Next year we will prepare a discussion 
paper that will outline some emerging 

Focus on agriculture

areas of focus for the future plan for 
the area. If you would like to be kept 
informed of the next stages of the project, 
please email your contact details to 
wtp@whittlesea.vic.gov.au or contact 
Council on 9217 2236.

Whittlesea Township.
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DO YOU have enough water? 

It is a question every landholder should 
consider well before it becomes an 
issue. A reliable, good quality water 
supply is essential to any farming 
enterprise.  Carting water is time 
consuming and expensive. Where 
large volumes are required for stock or 
horticultural crops, carting is unfeasible. 
Poor planning can lead to crop losses 
or stock having to be sold at a cost. 

Water is a limiting factor to any 
agricultural production system. 
You must be clear about how much 
water you need, how much water 
you have and how to manage that 
water efficiently. The Bureau of 
Meteorology cautions that El Niño is 
now well-established and continues to 
strengthen, so the time to prepare your 
water budget is now.

First, calculate how much water you 
need. Consider all aspects of water use 
on farm – household, stock, garden, 
irrigated horticultural crops, firefighting 
etc. Be comprehensive and generous 
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New Landcare Group for 
Whittlesea – get involved!
LANDCARE IS a national network of locally-
based community groups who care for the 
natural resources of our country. 

Australia has more than 4000 community 
Landcare groups, 2000 Coastcare groups 
and many thousands of volunteers across 
the country.

All around Australia, Landcare volunteers 
are proving that together we can repair 
and viably manage our precious natural 
resources. More than 40 per cent of farmers 
across Australia are involved in Landcare 
and many more practice Landcare farming. 

WEED CONTROL can be an expensive and 
time consuming task. Wouldn’t it be easier 
if the weeds didn’t find their way onto the 
property in the first place?

Here are a couple of ideas to reduce the risk 
of introducing weeds to your property:

• ensure that any hay or feed imported to 
your property is free from weeds

• feed in specific locations and monitor the 
area for any new plants that may appear

• quarantine animals for seven days
• have designated car parks and tracks for 

visitors and contractors
• undertake machinery hygiene such as 

washing tyres and underneath the vehicle 
before leaving designated tracks. This 
includes washing your own vehicle if you 
have visited another farm or property

• put up a sign and speak to contractors and 
visitors about your farm hygiene practices

• be proactive and identify new or strange 
plants before they set seed.

Weed hygiene

Revegetation is one of many activities a 
Landcare Group could be involved in.

Ragwort was recently introduced to Kinglake 
West through the importation of hay.
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There is also a strong urban membership 
and involvement in Landcare.

Activities of Landcare include:
• improve farmlands through sustainable 

productivity and land management
• combat soil salinity and erosion
• community approach to controlling pest 

plants and animals
• conserve and rehabilitate creeks, river 

systems and wetlands
• bring back trees and native flora
• restore bushland and conserve sensitive 

areas on both public and private land
• restore wildlife habitats.
A local Landcare group has the potential to 
offer unique and tailored land management 
support to landholders and the community 
– and now there is the opportunity to get 
involved in our very own Whittlesea Landcare 
group.

To start a local group we need people to 
be involved. Are you interested in joining 
Landcare? Are you interested in being 
involved in a Landcare group volunteer 
committee?

To register your interest, go to the City of 
Whittlesea website (search Landcare) or 
contact Mark Williams on 9217 2471 or 
Annemaree Docking on 9217 2593.

Found a new plant you can’t identify? Call 
Council’s Land Management Team on 9217 
2323 or 9217 2471.

drumMUSTER is a free program for 
the recycling of eligible, cleaned 
agricultural and veterinary chemical 
containers from participating 
manufacturers. Operating 
since 1998, drumMUSTER has 
established over 750 collection sites 
across Australia and recycled over 
20 million drums. The containers 
are recycled into reusable products 
such as wheelie bins, road signs, 
fence posts and bollards.

Eligible containers must be 
thoroughly cleaned and display the 
drumMUSTER logo. The logo can 
be found displayed on the chemical 
label, embossed into the container 
wall or applied as a sticker to 
the container. Containers which 
are unclean or not showing the 
drumMUSTER logo will be refused.

The City of Whittlesea has a 
collection drop-off site located at:

Epping Depot,
68 Houston Street, Epping.
8.30am – 5.00pm, Monday to Friday.
Phone 9401 0579.

There are also collection points in 
Kinglake West and Wallan - please 
see the drumMUSTER website for 
details.  

It is important to ring ahead of time 
as an authorised inspector must be 
available to check and receive the 
containers.

For more information on the 
program, how to identify eligible 
containers or cleaning instructions 
please call Council’s Resource 
Recovery Officer on 9401 0579  or 
go to http://drummuster.com.au.  

Getting rid of 
your chemical 
containers?

The drumMUSTER logo on an eligible 
container.
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