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Sustainable 
Land 
Management 
Rebate 
Scheme
APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN

THE SUSTAINABLE LAND Management 
Rebate Scheme (SLMRS) is an incentive 
program to encourage and support 
landowners to undertake sustainable land 
management activities.

Who is eligible?
• Properties that are between eight 

and 49.9 hectares are eligible for a 
20 percent rate rebate. Properties 50 
hectares or greater are eligible for a 
rebate of 30 percent.

• Properties must also have at least 50 
percent of the property zoned Green 

Wedge, Green Wedge A or Rural 
Conservation Zone to participate.

If your property is less than eight hectares 
and you are interested in protecting a 
waterway, some remnant bush or maybe 
undertaking some re-vegetation work then 
the Environmental Works Grant may be of 
interest.  See page four of this edition of 
Rural News for more details.

What do I have to do?
To participate in the SLMRS, landowners 
must commit to two actions as per the 
Scheme’s guidelines.  Weed control is a 
mandatory commitment.  Other common 
actions include revegetation, erosion 
control and protection of waterways, 
dams or bushland areas. 

As part of the application process, 
Council’s Sustainable Land Management 
Officers conduct site visits in spring.  
During these visits they take photographs 
and discuss commitments for the 
following two years to ensure they are 
consistent with the Scheme’s guidelines. 
Large-scale projects may be undertaken 
over several years.

Please note that if you own multiple 
smaller properties that are adjacent to 
each other and when combined are 
eight hectares or greater in size, you 
may be eligible for the rebate.  Under 
this scenario, applicants must be able 
to demonstrate that the properties are 
managed as one farming unit or property.  

If you are already participating in the 
SLMRS and your property was last 
inspected in 2013, a Works Complete 
form will be sent to you shortly. You must 
return this form to the City of Whittlesea 
to be eligible to participate for the next 
two years. If Council’s Sustainable Land 
Management Officer inspected your 
property last year you do not need to 
complete one of these forms until 2016.

Property inspections will be conducted 
between September and November. If 
you will be unavailable during this period, 
please make a note on your application of 
when you will be available.

Not sure what it’s all about?
If you have any questions, or would like 
a copy of the guidelines and application 
form please contact Council’s Land 
Management Team on 9217 2323 / 2471 
or sustainability@whittlesea.vic.gov.au. 

Application forms for the 2015/16 rating 
year are now available. Interested 
property owners must submit their SLMRS 
application by Friday August 14 2015.  
Applications received after this due date 
will not be considered.  Early submission 
of applications is encouraged.  

Flora Fact

AFRICAN WEED ORCHID

Disa bracteata

THE AFRICAN WEED Orchid is an erect, 
fleshy herb that grows to 40cm tall. It 
establishes in disturbed areas along 
roadsides, degraded pastures and tracks, 
where it competes with and excludes 
native grasses, lilies and orchids. Leaves 
emerge from an underground tuber each 
year in winter and form a clump at the base. 
Flowering stems develop over spring and plants flower from October-December.  
Each plant is capable of producing millions of dust-like seeds which can be dispersed 
considerable distances by wind and water.  The seeds can remain dormant in the soil 
for up to seven years.

Native Onion Orchids (Microtis species) look similar to the African Weed Orchid 
however they do not have numerous leaves at the base and are more slender. Contact 
Council’s Land Management Team on 9217 2323 or 9217 2471 for assistance in 
identifying this species.
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African Weed Orchid.

The Sustainable Land Management 
Rebate Scheme encourages improved land 
management in our rural areas.



Focus on agriculture

Treasures of 
our rural north
TOP HUNDRED ACRES – 
AN INNOVATIVE FARMING 
APPROACH FOR SMALL 
ACREAGE
TWO YEARS AGO, Kate Rothacker was 
a Human Resources Manager in the 
Melbourne corporate world. Fast forward to 
today and she is a free range pastured egg 
farmer on the urban fringe.

“You can see all the housing from here - 
that’s Laurimar Estate,” Kate says as we 
visit the hens. “We are right on the Urban 

Growth Boundary. It has good points and 
bad points, but we are really close to our 
market. All our eggs are sold within 30 
minutes of the farm.”

Kate and her mother Judy’s business 
is Top Hundred Acres free range eggs. 
Located in Arthurs Creek Rd, Doreen, 
their 800 hens are genuine free range, 

running on pasture and rotated weekly 
onto fresh ground through the use of two 
large mobile egg laying ‘caravans’ and 
electrified netting fences that keep the 
hens in and the foxes out. 

“The hens are really healthy because they 
have ample green feed, can scratch for 
bugs and have fresh air. As well as the 
electric netting, we run alpacas with the 
hens to keep the foxes away,” Kate said.

“The hens are a part of an integrated 
farming approach. We also run cattle, 
grow a small garlic crop and have 
recently planted a trial crop of capers.  
Although we are not certified, the farm is 
run organically.”

Top Hundred Acres sell their eggs at the 
Hurstbridge and Eltham Farmers Markets, 
as well as to a number of local retailers.  
Their produce is also available direct 
from the farm gate, details available at 
www.tophundredacres.com.au or phone 
0418 106 127.  
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Happy genuine free range hens with their 
guardian alpaca.

Fauna/Flora Fact

BOTTLEBRUSH SAWFLY

Pterygophorus spp

THE HANDSOME BOTTLEBRUSH Sawfly 
larva pictured below is often mistaken for a 
caterpillar or a spitfire grub.  It is found on 
Callistemon (Bottlebrush) plants and grows 
to about four centimetres in length.  

Adult Bottlebrush Sawflies can be seen 
flying in late spring and summer and are 
black and orange in colour.  Their wasp 
like appearance causes fear in many but 
they are in fact not wasps and do not 
sting.  It is in the same family (Pergidae) 
as the Steelblue Sawfly whose larvae are 
commonly referred to as a spitfire.

If you see an animal or plant and are 
not sure what it is, upload a photo to 
www.natureshare.org.au and someone 
can help identify it for you.

El Niño has been declared
THE BUREAU OF Meteorology’s ENSO 
(El Niño Southern Oscillation) tracker was 
upgraded to El Niño status on 12 May 2015. 

El Niño is a weather pattern indicated by the 
sea surface temperatures in the central and 
eastern tropical Pacific Ocean becoming 
warmer than average. The other indicator 
of El Niño is the Southern Oscillation Index 
(SOI), which compares the mean sea-level 
pressure difference between Tahiti and 
Darwin. A sustained negative SOI below 
minus eight can mean the development of 
an El Niño episode. 

These weather patterns cause a shift in 
atmospheric circulation which can result 
in below average rainfall across Eastern 
Australia in winter and spring, and also 
warmer than normal daytime temperatures 
over the southern half of the country.  An El 
Niño status remains valid until the Bureau of 
Meteorology declares the event over.  This 
can be as short as six months or as long as 
two years. El Niño’s occur every three to five 
years, with our last El Niño event occurring 
in 2009/10.  

In our local area El Niño generally results in:

• increased bushfire risk
• more heat waves
• longer frost risk season
• lower rainfall.

As with many climate patterns, there is 
considerable variability in the impact 
of these systems and every El Niño is 
different, however seven out of the ten 

driest years on record in Australia were in 
El Niño years. There have been 26 El Niño 
events since 1900, 17 of which resulted in 
widespread drought.

From a farming and land management 
perspective, these climate indicators 
allow us to prepare ourselves for the most 
likely on-ground conditions, including 
assessing stocking rates, preparing feed 
and water budgets and ensuring that we 
have the resources available to meet the 
production and welfare requirements of 
our stock and crops. 

To keep up to date with the ENSO Tracker, 
go to www.bom.gov.au and search for the 
term ENSO. To learn more about El Niño 
and other crucial Australian climate patterns 
in a fun and easy way, search for the term 
climate dogs at www.dpi.nsw.gov.au.
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Bottlebrush Sawfly larva feeding on a 
Bottlebrush.

IMAGE: Bureau of Meteorology.

Current ENSO status graph.



Focus on conservation

Landcare Nursery produces 
plants for restoration
THE MERRIANG DISTRICT Landcare 
Group operates an indigenous plant 
nursery producing great quality plants 
right in the heart of Whittlesea.  Set up 
in 2003, the nursery can produce up to 
30,000 plants per year which are destined 
for revegetation and soil restoration 
projects across the region.

The nursery is run by a dedicated band of 
volunteers who spend a couple of hours 
each weekend tending to their plants. 

They undertake all the propagation work 
including collecting the seed, pricking out 
seedlings into tubes and then ensuring the 
plants are sufficiently “hardened off” so 
they are ready to be taken out and planted 
on properties.

Seed and cutting material is collected 
off indigenous trees, shrubs and 
groundcovers in the local area and grown 
up into tube stock-sized seedlings. Using 
these local plants provides the best results 

for revegetation as they are adapted to 
the soil and climate conditions. They will 
also provide important habitat and food for 
local wildlife.

The nursery produces a large variety of 
local species including Eucalypts and 
Wattles as well as other smaller shrubs and 
groundcovers common to the region. 

The nursery is located on the grounds 
of the Whittlesea Secondary College 
on Laurel St, Whittlesea. It is open on 
Saturday mornings from 9.00am - 11.00am 
with plants available to purchase by the 
general public. Plants are prepared mainly 
for autumn and spring plantings and 
orders of any size are welcome.

Contact Merriang District Landcare 
Group Nursery on 0456 884 266, by email 
merriang.landcare@gmail.com or through 
their website www.merriang.org.au.

Council’s Sustainable Land 
Management Officer is also able to 
provide assistance on revegetation 
and a list of plants suitable for your 
property.  Phone 9217 2471 or email 
mark.williams@whittlesea.vic.gov.au. 

Giving the Darebin Creek a helping hand
THE DAREBIN CREEK originates in 
Woodstock/ Donnybrook and flows south 
through grassy woodland on private 
farming land until just north of Findon 
Road, Epping. From there it traverses 
public parkland until it joins with the Yarra 
River in Alphington. The Darebin Creek 
Management Committee (DCMC) has 
worked in the Darebin Creek Catchment 
since the 1970s to improve the condition of 
the Darebin Creek and Findon Creek and 
surrounding environs.

Through the creek’s rural reaches there 
are some good examples of indigenous 
vegetation, particularly River Red Gums 
and pockets of native shrubs.  However, 
there are also areas where it is quite 
degraded with little indigenous vegetation 
and significant weed problems. Riparian 
zones along creeks and waterways are 
common refuges for native vegetation on 
private land and well vegetated waterways 
offer important habitat and food resource 
for native wildlife. They also allow animals to 
navigate large distances between patches 
of remnant vegetation in a relatively safe 
environment.

Since its inception, DCMC has planted 

thousands of local native grasses, shrubs 
and trees with landholders, schools and 
the general community in the Darebin 
Creek Catchment, mainly in its urban 
reaches. At present it is particularly 
interested in working with rural landholders 
who have the Darebin or Findon Creeks 
flowing through their properties. It can 
offer assistance to interested landholders 

with plant and animal identification, the 
purchase of plants, weed control, planting 
to increase biodiversity and nest boxes for 
wildlife.

For more information on how you can be 
involved with the DCMC or to find out if your 
property is in the Darebin Creek Catchment 
please contact Therese at DCMC on 
9499 4454 or email therese@dcmc.org.au.

Merriang District Landcare Group Nursery volunteers tending to plants.
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A rural section of the Darebin Creek in Wollert.  
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Sculpture commemorates 
150 years of Whittlesea’s 
agricultural history

A SCULPTURE COMMEMORATING 
the 150 year history of agriculture in the 
City of Whittlesea has been launched by 
Whittlesea Council and the Whittlesea 
Agricultural Society.

Titled ‘The Grand Parade’, the sculpture 
depicts one of the most popular features 
of a typical Agricultural Show – the Grand 
Parade – an event which celebrates 

the ‘best-of-the-best’ in agriculture via 
a procession of animals, people and 
farming machinery. 

Artist Geoff Hocking’s design was 
selected ahead of a field of 16 
submissions. 

Mayor, Cr Ricky Kirkham, joined President 
of the Whittlesea Agricultural Society, John 
Kreitling, at the Whittlesea Showgrounds 
on Saturday 30 May 2015 to unveil the 
sculpture to the local community. 

“Agriculture is incredibly significant to the 
township of Whittlesea and the history of 
the City of Whittlesea,” said Cr Kirkham. 

“Council understands not only the 
importance of the area’s agricultural history 
but also the importance of public art in 
bringing communities together, so we’ve 
been delighted to contribute to this sculpture 
by working collaboratively with the Whittlesea 
Agricultural Society to acknowledge the 
importance of food production, farming and 
agriculture to the area.“

Environmental  
Works Grant  
Program 2016
THE ENVIRONMENTAL WORKS Grant 
Program will be open for applications 
in September 2015 for private rural 
landholders on properties greater than 
two hectares.

The program supports sustainable land 
management practices, with a focus 
of the protection and enhancement 

of remnant vegetation through stock 
fencing and revegetation. In the past 
Council has also funded projects 
which seek to address minor erosion 
problems, the control of environmental 
weeds within good quality bushland 
areas, revegetation to strengthen and 
link wildlife corridors and revegetation 
around fenced-off farm dams.

Information will be available on 
Council’s website or contact Mark 
Williams, Council’s Sustainable Land 
Management Officer, on 9217 2471 or 
mark.williams@whittlesea.vic.gov.au 
to discuss potential projects for your 
property.

Preparing 
for dry times
DRY TIMES ARE part of the Australian 
environment. They result in increased 
feed costs, decreased production and 
increased impact of animals on the 
fragile, dry landscape.  The mental 
and physical strain on those affected 
should also not be underestimated. With 
the declaration of El Niño, we need to 
prepare now to reduce these impacts on 
both our landscape and our community.

Periods of drought require producers 
to make important decisions that 
will impact on property and animal 
management. Droughts can be difficult, 
but planning and management based 
on sound information and a full and 
frank assessment of resources and 
stock will help landholders through the 
experience. This not only includes feed 
requirements, but also water supplies 
and your physical, mental and financial 
capacity to meet animal welfare needs 
during dry times.

For producers facing a feed shortage, a 
range of options are available including 
selling stock, agistment or buying in 
feed. The earlier the decisions are made 
the better, to reduce economic impact. 
Each property situation is different and 
needs to be considered on its own 
merits.

Animal welfare is critical when feed and 
water resources are under pressure. 
Producers must always act in a way that 
delivers good animal welfare outcomes, 
even if that means destocking.

In coming editions of Rural News, 
we will look at how we can prepare 
ourselves for dry times. For assistance in 
planning for dry conditions, contact the 
Agribusiness Officer on 9217 2593 or at 
agribusiness@whittlesea.vic.gov.au.

Printed by Postscript Printing on Revive Laser, a 100% post-consumer recycled and Australian made paper.  Design by Pixel City Graphic Design.  
The next Rural News is October 2015.  Email editorial enquiries to: sustainability@whittlesea.vic.gov.au.

Artist Geoff Hocking with his creation, 
‘The Grand Parade’.
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Before and after: ten year old revegetation around a farm dam supported by the EWG (2005 to 2015).

Now is the time to plan for potentially dry 
times ahead.
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