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2014 Whittlesea Show
THE WHITTLESEA SHOW was again 
a great weekend out for both locals 
and visitors alike. With a huge array of 
events to choose from, there really was 
something for everyone at the 155th 
Annual Show hosted by the Whittlesea 
Agricultural Society.  

The Whittlesea Show is one of the biggest 
Agricultural Shows on the Victorian 
calendar outside of the Royal Melbourne 
Show and this year was no exception. In 
spite of some wet weather on Saturday, 
people still turned out, with good crowds 
attending both days. 

The Show has stayed true to its rural 
roots, with a comprehensive program 
of agricultural competition, including 
showing events for horses, cattle, poultry, 
rabbits, dairy goats, alpacas and sheep. 
There was over 250 trade stall holders, 
including farm machinery and local food 
producers. And if that wasn’t enough 
entertainment for you, there was wood 
chopping, vintage machinery display, 
animal nursery, authentic Australian 
dunny competition (won by local Ross 
Paxton) and the boot throw just to name 
a few!  The Rural Ambassador was again 
popular, with Shannon McLean winning 
Junior Rural Ambassador and Sherrie Lee 
awarded Rural Ambassador.

The Show hosted two major events this 
year. The 14th Annual Red Poll World 
Congress Tour was hosted on the Sunday, 

with over 60 head of Red Poll Cattle on 
parade with both local and international 
participants. The Whittlesea Grand Prix 
Show Jumping was decided with an 
exciting jump off, won by Steven Hill of 
Castlemaine riding Yallambie’s Bellini 
Star.  Hill was followed closely by Brook 
Dobbin of Yarra Glen riding Silvo, with 
only one rail at the last jump separating 
the two riders. The Grand Prix course 
was designed by Leeson Sirret and the 
event was judged by Brian Lavery, both 
internationally respected and experienced 
professionals.

Council is a proud sponsor of the Show 
and took part in this year’s event with 
a display presented by five different 
Council departments, including 
Sustainability, Land Management, Parks 
and Gardens, Environmental Operations 
and Agribusiness. Staff were on-hand 
from each of these departments to answer 
people’s questions. 

The big attraction for Council’s display 
were the native animals. Mark Cairns and 
Porscha Juwa of Endangered Species 
Recovery brought along Hamish the 
Wombat as well as a Barn Owl, Squirrel 
Gliders, Blue Tongue Lizards, a Mountain 
Pigmy Possum and a Growling Grass Frog. 
There was also a visit on Sunday from 
several Dingos. It was a rare opportunity to 
see these animals up-close which was a hit 
with both children and adults alike.

The Whittlesea Show is run every year 
on the first weekend in November by an 
active and committed group of volunteers 
- the Whittlesea Agricultural Society. You 
don’t have to be a farmer to be a member 
of the Whittlesea Agricultural Society.  The 
Society always welcomes new members. 
Whether your interests are in homecrafts, 
horses, sheep, cattle, art or any other 
section, the society is a great way to get 
involved in your local community. Go to 
www.whittleseashow.org.au for more 
information. 

Fauna Fact

JACKY LIZARD (Tree Dragon)

Amphibolurus muricatus

The Jacky Lizard or Tree Dragon is 
a medium sized lizard in the same 
family of lizards as Bearded Dragons 
or Frill Neck Lizards. It is usually grey 
or brown with dark patches down its 
back and two pale stripes. It is found 
along the east coast of Australia from 
Western Victoria up to Brisbane. In 
the City of Whittlesea it can be found 
in forest vegetation from Plenty 
Gorge to Yan Yean and across to Mt 
Disappointment.

It feeds on invertebrates and can 
often be seen basking on logs. 
These lizards blend in well with their 
environment and are often only seen 
as they dash for cover.

Have you seen this lizard on your 
property? Record your sightings at 
www.natureshare.org.au

There is always something for everyone at the Whittlesea Show

A Jacky Lizard basking on a log
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Treasures of 
our rural north
‘JUST PICKED’ BERRIES AND FRUIT

HANS AND MARIA Hoffman have been 
working for 20 years on their farming dream 
of ‘Just Picked’ Berries and Fruit.

“We believe that the best food is grown 
locally, picked when it’s ripe and available 
when it’s freshest and tastiest,” said Hans.

Their produce is available from their farm 
gate stall, on-farm café and selected 
farmers’ markets.  

“Fresh berries are available seasonally or 
frozen all-year-round. We also grow fruit, 
herbs and seasonal vegetables. There is 
nothing better than freshly picked corn on 
the cob or tomatoes that actually taste like 
tomatoes,” said Maria. 

The Hoffman’s also offer jams, relishes, 
chutneys, preserves, dried fruits and 
liqueurs made from their farm produce. 

“Other people share our vision of eating 
fresh and minimising our impact on 
the planet,” Hans said. “We have had 
a great response to our farm and café. 
The community can buy locally, eat 
seasonally and enjoy produce grown in an 
environmentally responsible manner.”

“We are not a big farm, but we produce a lot 
from our seven hectares. You don’t need a 
lot of land to be a good farmer. The rest of 
our 8.5 hectare property is devoted to nature 
reserves for birds, native plants and animals.”

Just Picked is open for fresh produce 
sales from their farm gate stall most 
days. The café is open Saturdays and 
Sundays, 10am - 6pm, and every day 
during Christmas holidays. Farm tours are 
available by arrangement.

For more information, go to www.
justpicked.net.au or contact Maria and 
Hans on 9716 2292 or 0412 636 535. 

Rural Planning Zones
THROUGHOUT VICTORIA, the use 
and development of land is controlled 
by Planning Schemes.  The Whittlesea 
Planning Scheme applies to land in the 
City of Whittlesea and Whittlesea Council 
is the Responsible Authority for the 
administration and enforcement of that 
Planning Scheme.

A planning scheme includes a range 
of different “Zones” providing different 
controls in different areas.  For example, 
residential suburbs are typically covered 
by Residential Zones and areas with 
factories and warehouses are covered by 
Industrial Zones.  

For each of the planning zones, potential 
uses are classified as Section 1-Permit 
Not Required, Section 2-Permit Required 
or Section 3-Prohibited.

In Whittlesea’s rural north - land is 
covered by three main zones, Green 
Wedge Zone (GWZ), Green Wedge A 
Zone (GWAZ) and Rural Conservation 
Zone (RCZ). There is also a Farm Zone 
(FZ) but in the City of Whittlesea this zone 
is only found within the Urban Growth 
Boundary (UGB).

There are many similarities between 
these rural planning zones but there are 
also some fundamental differences e.g. 
Agriculture is a Section 1 use in a GWZ 
and GWAZ but requires a permit in a RCZ. 
Properties in a GWAZ can be subdivided 
into lot sizes of minimum eight hectares 
but properties in a RCZ or GWZ must be a 
minimum of 40 hectares.

Each planning zone has a particular 
purpose and decision guidelines are 
available for Councils to consider when 
deciding whether to grant a permit or not 
and in determining permit conditions. 
Some common permit conditions may 
relate to amenity concerns, landscaping, 
planting of indigenous vegetation to screen 
the development or the requirement to 
have a Land Management Plan.

To work out the zone your property is in, 
go to the Land Victoria website: 
http://services.land.vic.gov.au/
landchannel/jsp/reports/ReportsIntro.jsp 

Details of planning zone requirements 
can be found in The Whittlesea Planning 
Scheme:  http://planningschemes.dpcd.
vic.gov.au/schemes/whittlesea

Seasonal Weed

BLACKBERRY ATTACK

Early summer each year is the time 
for rural landholders in the City of 
Whittlesea to control blackberries on 
their properties - have you started 
your control program yet?  To assist 
landholders in this task, the Council 
will again be running a Blackberry 
education and compliance program 
in the municipality.  The program 
has been run successfully over the 
last three years. It aims to educate 
landholders by providing advice on the 
best techniques to achieve long-term 
blackberry control.  Landholders in 
known blackberry hotspots will shortly 
receive a letter and fact sheet to assist 
them with controlling the weed.

For further information or advice on 
weed control, contact Council’s Land 
Management Team on 9217 2323.
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Blackberry plant with fruit

Green Wedge, Green Wedge A and Rural Conservation Zones near Whittlesea township

PH
O

TO
:: 

Ph
il 

O
’B

rie
n 

Just Picked, Corner Old Plenty Rd & 
Arthur’s Creek Rd, Yan Yean

Focus on Agriculture

http://www.justpicked.net.au
http://www.justpicked.net.au
http://services.land.vic.gov.au/landchannel/jsp/reports/ReportsIntro.jsp
http://services.land.vic.gov.au/landchannel/jsp/reports/ReportsIntro.jsp
http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/schemes/whittlesea
http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/schemes/whittlesea


Focus on Conservation

Land 
Management 
Plan Success
A PLANNING requirement for most new 
developments in the Rural Zones (Green 
Wedge Zone, Green Wedge A Zone, Rural 
Conservation Zone) is the preparation of a 
Land Management Plan (LMP). The LMP 
details the sustainable land management 
practices to be implemented on a rural 
property. The plan ensures the land is 
managed within its capabilities. 

Eden Park resident Bruce Irvine began his 
journey five years ago when he purchased a 
vacant block with plans to build his home. 

When Bruce bought the property it was 
degraded with gully erosion, areas of 
bare ground, weed issues and a lack 
of indigenous vegetation along Barbers 
Creek at the rear of the property. The 
LMP included a five-year schedule of 
works which detailed how to gradually 
rehabilitate his land. 

“With the help of the Land Management 
Plan, we were able to see a vision of the 
property we wouldn’t have imagined. 
We went into the Plan nervously, but with 
assistance and guidance we have been 
able to successfully bring the plan to life 
and rehabilitate our property,” Bruce says.

As part of Bruce’s LMP, he was required to 
rehabilitate the rear of his property where 
livestock had previously eroded the banks 
of Barbers Creek.  The LMP identified the 
habitat significance of Barbers Creek for 
wildlife and Melbourne Water’s Stream 
Frontage Management Program funded 
indigenous plants which contribute to 
stabilising stream banks on his property 

and increase biodiversity. Bruce also 
received indigenous plants through the 
Council’s Environmental Works Grant 
Program for the boundary plantings for his 
property, creating effective windbreaks, 
visual amenity and habitat for wildlife. 

For further information on rural issues and 
grant programs please contact the Land 
Management Team on 9217 2323 or 9217 
2471.

Barbers Creek rehabilitation with 
indigenous plants
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Focus on Agriculture

Avoiding the dust - maintaining 
ground cover in summer
YOUR SOIL is the most precious resource 
on your property. Maintaining ground 
cover is a key aspect of soil care. It is 
nature’s way of protecting soil from wind, 
water, evaporation and traffic. It reduces 
run off and increases the amount of water 
stored in soils. Soils with adequate ground 
cover throughout the year are healthier, 
more resistant to dry periods and recover 
better after stress – so you can grow more 
grass, extend your growing season and 
buy less feed for stock.

Ground cover improves productivity and 
soil health by:

• Protecting the soil surface from rainfall 
impact

• Slowing water flow across the soil, 
reducing erosion and nutrient loss

• Improving water infiltration into the soil
• Improving soil water retention
• Reducing bare earth and germination 

of annual weeds (such as Cape Weed 
or Paterson’s Curse)

• Increasing organic matter in the soil 
improving structure, permeability and 
soil biology.

The highest erosion risk is generally late 
summer/ early autumn. Ground cover is 
often lowest at this time and heavy rainfall 
can occur. As a rule, you should manage 
your grazing to maintain at least 70% 
cover on flatter country and target 100% 
cover on steep slopes all year round. 

What can you do to help maintain ground 
cover?

• Perennial species maintain ground 
cover better than annuals, particularly 
during summer and autumn

• Rotational or strip grazing systems 
that allow pastures time to recover 
between grazing

• Grasses with fibrous root systems are 
preferable to those with a tap root. 
Fibrous roots increase organic matter, 
improve structure and support water 
infiltration

• Land class fencing. For example, 
north and south facing slopes should 
be fenced separately. Stock can 
be taken off north facing paddocks 
as soon as there is a reduction in 
ground cover and moved to the south 
facing paddocks which will not be as 
impacted by heat and evaporation at 
that point in time

• Keep stock off wet areas to avoid 
pugging damage. Pugging damages 
pasture roots, reducing ground cover 
later in the year

• If you cannot adjust the stock numbers 
on your property, hand-feed stock in 
sacrifice areas, yard systems or stock 
containment areas to reduce widespread 
damage to pastures and soils.

For more information about pasture 
management, contact Annemaree Docking, 
Council’s Agribusiness Officer on 9217 2593 
or go to www.evergraze.com.au

Maintaining ground cover is the first step in soil care and productive pastures
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http://www.evergraze.com.au/library-content/manage-waterlogging-ne-vic-snsw-sw-vic-upper
http://www.evergraze.com.au/library-content/manage-waterlogging-ne-vic-snsw-sw-vic-upper
http://www.evergraze.com.au


Reduce your 
fire risk
Fire inspections occur throughout the 
Fire Season. To maintain your property 
throughout the Season and avoid an 
infringement of $1476 per rateable owner, 
make sure you:  

• Slash or mow grass around your 
home and out buildings, maintaining 
at least a 20 metre-wide firebreak 
around your home or residential 
development (greater if on a slope or 
within an urban interface area)

• Keep gutters and roofs clear of leaf 
litter, twigs and debris and cut back 
branches overhanging the roof

• Remove accumulated bark, 
excess mulch, wood and any other 
flammable materials that are close to 
your home or sheds

• Clear fallen branches, leaf litter and 
twigs around trees, remove dead 
branches from trees and other 
standing dead vegetation. 

Please note native vegetation is 
protected in the City of Whittlesea 
under the Whittlesea Planning Scheme.  
Removal or lopping without a permit is 
not allowed unless specified in a Fire 
Prevention Notice or where exemptions 
apply. Details of exemptions can be 
found in Clauses 52.17 and 52.48 of 
the Whittlesea Planning Scheme http://
planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
schemes/whittlesea

Contact:  For fire prevention information 
call Council’s Fire Prevention Team 
on 9217 2170. For information on 
management of native vegetation contact 
Council’s Land Management Team on 
9217 2323. 

Kinglake West Bird Survey
For the past four years, volunteers from 
Birdlife Australia and interested locals 
have been gathering once a year during 
Bird Week (the last week in October) 
to survey a property in Kinglake West. 
This property was burnt during Black 
Saturday and the survey has been a way 
of recording what birds are returning to 
the area.

This year, 21 residents walked the 
property guided by members of Birdlife 
Australia to look and listen for birds. The 
day started out overcast but turned into 
a beautiful sunny day by the time we 
finished up with a light lunch.

The survey recorded 33 species, bringing 
the total number of species recorded 
on the property since the fires to 55. Of 
particular interest this year was a sighting 
of a Varied Sittella (Daphoenositta 
chrysoptera). A Golden Whistler 

(Pachycephala pectoralis) could be heard 
calling in the gully but, despite much 
searching, was unable to be seen.  

If you are interested in registering for 
next year’s survey please contact 
Sustainability Planning on 9217 2042.

Residents surveying birds in Kinglake West
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Healthy pastures make 
healthy horses
Many horse owners see paddocks simply 
as a place to keep a horse, but well-
maintained pasture can improve animal 
health and welfare, as well as being a 
great source of quality feed – reducing 
your feed bill.

Horses will spend at least 12 hours 
a day grazing if they are able. They 
have evolved to digest a continuous 
stream of fibre and benefit greatly 
from management systems that allow 
this behaviour. Native grasses are 
particularly suitable as they are not high 
in the dangerous sugars like improved 
pasture species that have been linked to 
metabolic diseases such as laminitis or 
equine metabolic syndrome. 

The benefits of feeding your horses from 
well managed pastures include:

• Horses thrive on a high fibre diet, 
reducing the incidence of ulcers, colic 
and other digestive disorders

• Grazing horses naturally drain their 
airways and good ground cover 
reduces dust, fostering respiratory 
health

• Grazing horses, particularly those kept 
with company do not develop stress-
related behavioural issues such as 
crib biting, wind sucking or weaving

• Grazing horses move continually 
getting continuous exercise leading to 
better hoof circulation and quality.

For more information about managing 
native grasses in pastures, go to www.
whittlesea.vic.gov.au/pets-plants-and-
animals/trees-and-plants/whittleseas-
native-vegetation 

Horses are happy and healthy when kept on well-maintained pastures

Slash or mow long grass around your home 
and out buildings says Pat Carra, Municipal Fire 
Prevention Officer
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